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WIR Era

Summary

‘The archaeological ion of the Tamegai-dail ido site, where is located at Sawa Azuma
Village, was researched from July 1st to September 30th 2001 cause of the project of South Enterence
Development of Kunisada JR Station and Prefectur Road Rebuild. The outline result of the research is
showed as following:

1 Main Found Monuments
The Northern part
The Middle Age: ruin of old main road “Azuma-michi"
The Ancient Age: the large moat
The Southern part
The Ancient Age: village of holed type dwellings (11 more dwellings and 1 more buildings)

The village of the Ancient Age, that thought from the later 9th to the early 10th century, was
concentrated south end of this part, however, not too crowded. The regular square formed buliding was
thought having a sepecial roof structure.

2 monuments at the Northern part are showed on bellow.

2 Main Found Artifacts
Here are not many artifacts in quantities. The large part of bowls of Sueki potteris that are main

findings from the Ancient Age village, ware produced as crude article in clay and firing. As sepecial
artifacts, found a few iron slag and some fired small lumps of clay. The former shows an exitence of
simithery industry in the village,

From the large moat found an iran axe of socket type with good conditions.

Tt is interesting that two obsidian paleclithics of graver and flake are found from under floor of dwelling.
‘Those stone artifacts were also an inflow from outside of the research area.

3 Characteristic Results

On the purpose of restoration from the eruption disaster of Asama volcano on 1108AD, was constructed
the main road “Azuma-michi” that crossed from east to west on the ancient Kozuke ditrict. The find of the
road surface with two gutters in this reserch became to the finding of east end case of the road. It is more
important things that the part of the road surrounding this site was constructed along the large moat that
had been dug before 4 hundreds years. Until this time the archaeological finds of the “Azuma-michi” road
had not directly related with the Ancient Age, therefore the find of this site is became as the first case,

The large moat of the Ancient Age is a marvelous monument that reached more 2.7 km in straight
without water stream traces. This moat that was constructed by enormous labor powers on the th century,
had been continued its function at least to the early 10th century. In the Sanwa Industrial Complex site,
which located west part along this moat, found several ruins of some establishments that directly related. It
is similary the direction turning of between the large moat in the site and the main road “Tohsando” on same
times, located at 5.8 km far southwest.

The characteristic of this lange moat has been questioned, but it is also right that thinking as some
monument of administrative border or main road, which related with the “ritsuryo” national powers. Until
the early of 12th century, the ruin of this large moat still had been remained, therefore it must be careful that
it had exert influence on the construction planning of “Azuma-michi” road and “Onnabori® water-course,
which were the two major project for the restoration of Asama erupution disaster on that time.
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