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Summary

The Watanuki-Kannonyama Burial Site

(English Summary)
1. Thel ion of We kei-K burial site and its associated group of
burials

Watanulei-Kannonyama burial site is located in Watanuki-machi, Takasaks City. It is situated
in the rural area in the easterly ward, 6 kilometres from Takasaks City Centre. The River Ino’s
source is at the south foot of Mt. Haruna. And this river meets the River Karasu downstream.
The burial is situated around 2 kilometres up on the right side of the riverbank at the point
‘where the two rivers meet.

‘To the south of Gunma, there is a flat area south west of the Kanfo plain that was called
"Keno' in the ancient times. Since then in the east Japan district, regional developments in the
area of 'Kamitsu-Keno's' has always been famous for being the most densely and widely
distributed area for its kofin burials. The Ino River basin where Kanponyama burial is situated
is the area of "Kamilsu-Keno' as described above, it has a dense distribution of mainly kofin
burials such as lasge scaled keyhole-shaped burials, in these areas; the highland part at the foot
of Mt. Akagi to the south in the centre, is the flat area of the Maebashi plateau along the River
‘Tone, in the flat area of Kuragano plateau along the River Karasu 1o the south west, is the flat
area of Pujioka along the River Kabura, as well as the flat area of the River of the Watarase basin,
to the eastern part of Olita Ciry.

In the Ino River basin area there is also the group of keyhole-shaped burials of Hodota, which
are composed mainly of three keyhole-shaped burials, Ide-Futagoyama (108 metres long) in the
district of Hodota-Ide, Hodota-Hachimanzuka (96 metres long), Hodota-Yakushizuka (100
metres long), which are supposed to have been built from the late 5 century AD to the early 6%
century AD. Near the burial group a p 1 clan's resid, the Mitsudera | site which relates
to the burial was discovered as well

On the other hand, downstream of the river, there are three keyhole shaped burials of the
middle 5% century AD supposedly the Fugenjiura burial (70 metres long), Fudoyarna busial (96
metres long), and the Iwahana-Futagoyama burial (120 metres long), if added to the
Kannonyama burial of the late 5% century AD construction, these burials make up the four
largest sized keyhole-shaped group of kqfén burials, including some round burials. The name
given to these burials, which are distributed along the Ino River downstream, is the “Watanuki
burial group'.

2. Pre-excavation methodology
(1) Access to the excavation

A bush-clearing project on the kqfin burial mound in order to reclaim the land of mulh:ny
fields from a local silk worm-breeding farm lead to the Wi ei-Ki burial
‘This was in the latter half of the 1960s. In 1965, the reclamation was nnpp-:d, and the Prefectural
‘board of education, the Takasaki city board of education and the relevant people had
successive meetings to assess the situation, they finally decided to start a research excavation
for preserving the burial site as a national monument in 1967.

(2) The Excavations

§ First excavation

siugvakr U»mua, curatorial staff of the Gm Prefe 1 M) ‘was appointed as
p and organised the h team and k the work with
d hacology from Megfi Ul ity and stud hay jored in the

ving
same sub)ec! ‘bomn in Gunma. The excavation lasted 14 day: from the 4th to the 17% Dmeh
1967. The excavations objectives were to retrieve data on offeri; ding and it
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artefacts around the group of human shaped haniwa clay figurines (forming the important
group of pricsts) that were found on the left side of the chamber wall diagonally behind the
rounded rear part of the keyhole burial whese there was a chamber opening at its entrance
towards the SWS, which was still intact.

§Se¢nndmﬁnn

He hige Ohtsuka, profe of archacology at Meiji ty was then newly appointed
supesvisor and joined the existing excavation team bringing with him a bigger team. The
excavation lasted for 23 days from the 25th of July to the 16' of August. The research aim was to
complzwmemmnnnimid:ndmdlh:chamberlhiuinchdeduh‘ngouldmcmﬂng
lme,insem:hol‘"' and g data and ievi f ﬁominlidelhcchmber

lynmr:m:v:dfmmﬂ:eﬁmuumﬁonnweﬂuulﬁmgmtﬂnlmmchy
and, collecting artefacts from the front square shaped part of the keyhole burial in addition to

surveying the chambered structure.
§ Third excavation

The same scale of h as the second ion was followed-up and was finished. The
research lasted for 16 days from 20th to D 6th, The h hoped 1o

unearth the whole kofin mound and to examine every corner of the moated area to fully
understand the shape of the kofien burial.

(3) Post excavation and conservation

§ In 1969 we carried out post and work on the relating to
the offerings for 10 days from the 19th to the 28th of February at the Gunma Prefectural Museum,
§ Conservation of the and ion of the heniwa clay figurines was also carried

out. A further activity concerning the ‘preservation project’ within the research and the post
cxcavation was undertaken by the board of education lead by the Tokyo National Institute for
Culrural Properties. The restoration of the Amanc.l.y figurines was initially done by the

Gunma Pi for the i forest but was only finished
for the post archacology part of this publication.
3.The burial mound

Kannonyama burial mound is located on the flat area to the north, heading towards the
square front end of the keyhole mound, 100 metres from the end of the river cliffs edge on the
right side of the riverb 5 ing to the rear ded part of the keyhole mound facing the
square front end to the northerly part of the structure, you can see the twin peaks of Mt. Haruna
straight ahead. These peaks were formed as a result of the volcanic activity supposed to have
taken place in the early part of the 6% century. And in fact you can find remnants of chlorite-
schist having being used in the building of the walls of the main structure of the burial mound.
The mound type is typically so to speak a ‘twin peaked’ keyhole styled burial, the two peaks
being nearly the same size. The ground surrounding the mound is much lower, which means
that obviously there was a moat surrounding the burial mound in the ancient times, The
dimensions of the mound are 97.24 metres long along the axis, 61.00 metres in diameter at the
square front end, 63.10 metres wide to the rear rounded part of the keyhole mounds, 42.60
metres wide at the narrowest part of the keyhole, 9.44 metres high at the square front end,
9.10metres high at the rear rounded end of the keyhole mounds, and 7.26 metres high in the
middle part of the mound.

There is a bank between the double moats surrounding the mound: in the inner part of the
moat it measures 28.00 metres long at its square fronted end, 28.00 metres long to the east side,
25.00 metres long to the west side, 28.00 metres wide at the rear rounded end part from the west
towards the square fronted end, 28.00 metres wide to the east, and further more on the outside,
there is an outer bank in between measuring 7.00 - 10.50 metres wide, and a 6,60 - 11,50 metres
wide moat surrounding the burial mound. The outer moat has not accurately been identified
Iooking at the back of the rounded rear part of the keyhole burial; however, the probable outer
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outline of the burial measures 145.00 metres long along the axis of the keyhole, and 109.80
metres long in the centre of the squared front part of the keyhole, A probable outline can be
traced along this burial mound, which measures 145.00 metres long along the axis, 109.80
metres wide in diameter on the rear rounded part and 109.80 metres wide at its square fronted
end, the area most probable for the actual burial.

Looking at the measurements of every part of the mound, we can conclude with a degree of
probability that the measurement of 24.0 cm, which is the L.C.M of the measured length of
many parts of the burial, is the most probable figure used in the engincering side of the
<construction of this burial site. We assume this burial mound was planned and designed along:
the following drawings (see fig. 343 "How the keyhole mound was designed’). First, they drew
two points 38.4 metres apart (which is 160 shakw) on the axis of the mound, and then they drew
a circle measuring 57.6 metres (240 shaks) in diameter around the central point. Then where
the two points of the two circles cross forms the narrowest part of the twin peaks, Again, by
drawing a line circumscribing one of the circles across the axis the square fronted end of the
keyhole was formed. The final drawn line of the square Ixon::d tnd of the keyhole should be
67.20 metres (280 shaksx) long, which is equi to the d the centre of the
circle nml the pnmt whem m ﬁnal hn: circumscribes the axis, from there they draw two lines
g the two circles and both ends of the last line of the
square &onled end oflte lr.eyhnle 'l‘hm, drawing two circles in the keyhole shaped diagram the
three main parts of the square fronted end of the keyhole is obtained. This type of keyhole
burial design, Tenjinyama burial of Ohta is the same size and the same design as the
Tsudoshiropama and the Konabe burials.

In the Ko/izwdkee region, the keyhole design of the Tenjinyama burial was adopted and used
when building the Fudoyama burial of the Watanuki busial group (Kannonyama is also
included) and the Hachi ka burial of the Hodola group of burials, although their sizes are
less than half of the original size or even smaller. This type of keyhole burial plan is typical of
the 5% century styled burial mounds.

4. The Haniwa clay figurines

Various types of haniwa clay figurines were positioned along the top of the burial and on the
middle terrace of the Kannonyama burial mound. These types of kaniwa are categorised as
cylindrical, house shaped, y and weapons, human rep i animals and other

u{ﬁgnnm:; representing utensils ete. Cy ical haniwa ines are p
displayed in different spots than the human-h:pl:d. figurines and the d:cuﬂl:d horse-shaped
figurines: these types are arranged around the top and the middle terrace of the burial mound.
Looking at the ch of the clay ials of these cylindrical aniwa (which is common to
other similar shaped kaniwa), crystalline schist and fossilised clay are not very common
materials used for the cylindrical hanswa. This leads us to the supposition that the probable
kilns where the Kannonyama haniwa firing took place was the Hongo haniwa kiln and the Saruta
haniwa kiln (the latter is the most probable one), which are located in the same place, that is in
the clay stratum of the Fujioka City area where this type of clay comes from. In the

hologic features of the cylindrical haniwa figurines here we can see that the individual
haniwa bodies are rather Im'ger than the normal hmu.lm bodies and the multiple band
decoration on the cylindrical bodies are lower and the band is closer to the bottom, commonly
called ‘the band decoration in the lower position”.

The house-shaped kanfwa are distributed on the twin peaks of the keyhole burial mound and
there are no other figurines anywhere clse on the burial mound. On the top of the burial, there
were probably over five house-shaped haniwa with round-pillars and raised-floors as the main
house but the details have not been well preserved. At the rounded rear part there were around
two houses including a main house with a pitched roof. The main house was reconstructed with
a gabled roof with an over decorated ridge emphasized by a red painted spiral and triangular
decoration, which were the symbols ol'lmmonahty for the Taocism people. Horse-shaped
haniwa are always rep as being and packh boy figurines are
positioned at specific places at the base of the keyhole burial or on the western terrace of the
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square fronted end of the keyhole mound. These figurines were offered and displayed on the
square fronted end of the keyhole mound, where the space was regarded sacred, symbolising
immottality for the Taoism. The size of the artefacts here are bigger and the decoration were
richer,

Human-shaped /aniwa figurines were all arranged on the middle flat terrace of the mound:
both of the kaniwa alignments were virually all excavated, which were disposed along the

area of the ch 1o the rear part in the part of the keyhole

mound and other fianfwa were lined — up along the west side of the square fronted end of the
keyhole mound. A group of human-shaped figurines on the narrowest part of the east side of
the mound were also found at the time of the excavation in order to designate the site as a
national monument. Human-shaped haniwa figurines can be classified into various groups
such as the priests who were amranged along the left side of the entrance of the chamber,
specially dressed i ged along the rear end of the chamber and equally in
the narrowest part of the keyhole mound, then came the guards arranged along the rounded
rear part at its narrowest part. These figurines were probably displayed as follows to depict the
following scenes: fully dressed male and female figurines sitting in a chair, facing each other
holding hands; with them three little girls sitting on stools; three warriors with bows and arrows
on their backs standing behind the male figurines; three female figurines in full formal dress,
holding their offerings up behind the female figurines were priests, This display of haniwa
figurine groups could be interpreted as one scenc at a funeral ceremony. The group are
specially dressed up figurines composed of formally dressed standing haniwa, armed standing
haniwa and farmers standing hanswa, all were lined — up with their backs to the burial mound,
they are there to represent their dead master’s dignity. The group of guards are warriors

carrying shields, They could be i as the figuri ding the sacred area that is
pp: 0 symbolise the i lity of Taoism.,
The important features of the human-shaped Aandiwa figurines discovered on the mound of
the Ke burial is their positioning: the guard and the boy on a horse back, as seen on
the terrace, dedicating th to the i world of Taoism, arranged at the squared

fronted end of the h:y-mk shape, the specifically dressed up group, representing the cverlasting
dead clan’s dignity, who was buried inside the chamber to the rear rounded part of the keyhole
mound, and the group of priests re-cnacting the actual scene of the funeral ceremony.

5. The of the stone chamber with its id

The back wall of the stone chamber of Kannonyama burial is laid out in the centre of the
lower terrace of the rear rounded pari: where the corridor entrance faces the west side of the
middle flat terrace of the burial mound. The upper terrace of the mound covers the total extent
of the chamber, The chamber floor 12.60 metres long and is divided into the corridor
at the entrance and the chamber at the far end: the former measures 4.46 metres long and the
latter measures 1.4 metres wide by 1.18 metres high at the entrance, and 2,42 metres wide by
1.39 high in the corridor,

On both sides of the wall of the chamber, river pebbles are stacked up alternately in the
entrance; facing toward the chamber, shaved amphibole-andesite blocks (five of the faces are
shaved flat out of six) are used for piling up against the wall. Three non-trimmed “Ushibuese’
sandstane blocks were bridged side by side to cover the chamber. The plan of the chamber is
composed of a corridor and a chamber 3.11 metres wide at the entrance of the chamber
(rectangular shaped: where one wall is shorter than the other). The corridor is connected to the
middle and front part of the chamber, totalling 8.04 metres long, by 3.85 metres wide at the
chambers furthest extremity. The back wall of the chamber is 2.30 metres high by 1.90 metre
wide nearest to the corridor. Covering the ch walls three i d ‘Ushibuse’
sandstone biocks were used. The total floor plan of the chamber and the corridor is
characterised by its huge chamber and comparatively smaller corridor which looks like a
‘battledore’ and is categorised as the ‘posode’ type, namely a double winged corridor or a long
trapezium leading on to a narrow path type corridor, Shaved amp ite blocks are
used for the sides and the far end walls, piled up in courses of ashlar blocks. Blocks used for the
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chamber walls are basically shaved in the same way as the side wall blocks of the corridor are
but they are much more minutely trimmed: first, rugby ball sized blocks are selected and then
four sides of one block are shaved to form a cube for better finishing; overlapping sides of the
blocks are shaved flat from top to bottom, left to right, measured-up leaving only the hidden
side of the block coarse. Some of the blocks were notched on the overlapping parts due to the
position of the pillars.
This sort ofhlnck material used for the chamber walls is called ‘coursed ashlar with

| g’ and widely pted as being vsed for the corridor grave type analysis in
the Gunma region. . The source of the material for the chamber is thought to be a spindle shaped
amphibole-andesite lava rock, which was formed by the volcanic scunty from ﬂle ‘Futatsudaks’
twin peaks of Mt Havuna. At the depths of the ch there was a p ial for
laying thecuﬂ!ndownsmd.imeuuaway&omdmwa!l,metewnnncn!cobblumedmn
threshold.

6. The offerings found inside the stone chamber

(I) Location of the offerings

The offerings found inside the stone chamber of the K. burial were tuckily well
preserved from pillaging, and tell us the story about the time when they were put down. These
objects were located; (1) in the centre of the coffin base, semi spherical decorations of gilt
bronze; (2) on the coffin base along the right wall, a large sized belt with gilt bronze bells
attached o it, a gold and silver decorated bulbous pommeled sword, a silver twisted pommeled
sword, a silver decorated knife, a mirror decorated with beast images, gilt bronze earrings,
gilded bronze silver hollow beads, small glass beads, a short sword and a knife (fragments of
bhones, teeth and tusks were also found near these objects); (3) on the coffin base along the left
side wall, a scaled armour, a:tmnge helmet, a mirror decorated with sacred beasts, a bamboo
comb, knives d d with various h made from deer nntlzr and other
accessories, a short sword, knives, bridle bit with attached to it ring decorated gilt bronze plates,
a gilt bronze headdress band, a flower petal shaped gilt bronze straps attached together with
bells under the crupper and metal decorative fittings as a strap were found; (4) to the left far end
of the floor from the coffin base were found, socketed iron spearhcads, butt ends, iron arrow-
heads, and a tri-convex ring pommeled sword; (5) on the front end of the coffin base, along the
entrance to the corridor, a swe-ware and kaji-ware, bronze jar, a group of vase shaped sue-ware
and sus-pots probably used as containers were found. Such offerings as swe-pedestal bowls, sue-
plates, a Sie-ware wme pitcher, :nerou with stands, long necked hgji-ware small bowls and a
round ped d bly used as i ‘were found near to the chamber, as the
hmnze jars were set down near 10 the stone dm:-lwm (ﬁ) on l.h: l'mnt end of the coffin base
along the left wall to the of the g mainly were
found. Also the shin guards and gauntlets, and part of a unle armour were heaped-up near the
entrance of the chamber. In an area three metres apart from the side wall, were also found a
collection of gilt bronze decorated plates for a saddle, a metal decoration with a gilt bronze
pendant attached to it, iron fittings attached at the joint of the crupper, a gilt bronze heart
shaped harness pendant, lacquered wooden hollow stirrups, hollow iron stirrups, a rectangular
iron plated covering bel, a gilt bronze bridle bit with a heart shaped decorative metal plate, a
bronze ring with three round bells attached to it, an iron bridle bit, an iron bridle bit attached
with a decorative metal plate, and other metal straps together with buckles belonging to the
belts. Most of these artefacts had slid down into the ditch at the base of the sidewall,

Generally speaking, at the bottom of the coffin were mirrors, body decorations, armours and
weapons. Tableware such as bronze jars, the sue-ware, and the kaji-ware were displayed in front
of the coffin near the of the chamber: whilst most probably other wooden tableware
<ould have been part of the offerings no acrual evidence has been found. Along the left sidewall
therefore, there could have been harnesses.

(2) The Main metal objects

1. A bronze mirror decorated with animal motifs. 23.3 cm in diameter. Seven raised nipple

shaped forms are arranged in the centre, with half carved animal motifs. In the outer rim there
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is a scratched-out unfinished casting. This mirror was cast in the same mould as the one found
in King Muryong's (Bunei in Japanesc) tomb at Packche. Two other examples have been found
in the Mikams-Yamashita burial in Shiga Prefecture they are the most famous and probably
produced in Japan.

2. A bronze jar. 31.3cm high. The body of the jar is in the shape of an upside down egg, with
its lid attached, including the stand and a crane shaped neck. Similar examples have been
recorded in the Offering Treasures List of the Horyuji Temple (the Horyuji-Kenno-Homotsu
Japanesc) but this one is much closer in shape to the gilt bronze jar with a thin tube styled neck
(18.2cm high) found in the Kudihuilo (Koteki-Kairaku in Japanese) tomb of the Northern Qi
Dynasty or at least this one could be thought to derive from the same artisan’s technology.

3. A Jarge sized gilt bronze belt with bells attached to it. The left part of the decoration is the
front plate of the belt and examining the traces left on the edges where the holes have been
mended and the flat knitted cloth on the back the material of the belt could have been a leather-
covered material. On the upper part measuring 105.0 cm long and 9.4 cm wide gilt bronze long
sleeved shaped decoration panel 20 bells have been sewn on with a twisted silver wire. The belt
is fastened on with a buckle. No examples like this have been excavated yet. However, we know
that from the Aaniwa figurines depicting men dressed in full formal costumes they are wearing
very similar belts (a maiden figurine sitting in the chair and another standing in full formal
dress has been found at Kannomyama).

4. A sword with a silver and gold decorated bulbous pommel, 117,05 cm long, Decorated with
a silver plate and on the edge of the base of the pommel it is decorated with an arch pattern
design, and a gold bellowed leafed plate on the pommel head. A thin line incised silver wire is
coiled onto the hilt. The silver plate is attached to the mouth of the sheath; tip and body for
decoration and both ends of the sheath are decorated with a gilt bronze ring. On the tongued

blade a silver ‘thread’ is inkaid on the i arch motif identified by X-ray photography. A
similar example of the hilt type sword is known in the ings found at the bashi-Soj
Futagoyama burial,

5. A silver rwisted ring-pommeled sword. 115cm long. A twisted iron rod covered with silver is
used for the ring pommel. One of the known types of ring pommeled swords. With iron plates
on the tip and the mouth of the sword sheath that are decorated with inlaid silver with a twin
dragon pattern.

6. A silver decorated knife. It has a round pommel and metal bands for attaching straps to
them, the mouth and tip of the swords sheath are silver-plated. From other parts, there are three

ples of d and fixed including sedge seeds to create a sharkskin
roughness on the wooden surface, there are two other examples existing with coiled silver
plating and a tiny grid style design to create the same sharkskin roughness. The former is 30-31
cm long; the larter is 37.5 cm long. These knives are 12.2 cm long as identified by X ray
examination and the end of the hilt fits into the sword sheath.

7. A strange shaped helmet. 29.3 cm in height. The helmet is composed of 12 connected long
‘pointed plates hobnailed around the head. The forehead part is cut in an arch like fashion: for
decoration purposes the helmet tip is pointed like the shape of a sword. No other similar
examples have been found in the Kofin perzod. In Northern Wei, Suvi, and Tao Dynasty there
‘were clay figurines armoured with similar helmets, therefore this sort of armour for horsemen
«could have been imported by way of the Korean Peninsular.

8. A gilt bronze decorated plate. A flower petal shaped gilt bronze strap attached with bells
under the crupper and metal decorative fittings used as a strap. The decorative fittings are
attached with gardenia shaped bells, which are wrapped up in lotus shaped flower petals. There
is one with clghl petals, :nd the ulh:r with three, dn:y are smaller with only six petals. These
were used for d di iated with gilt bronze ring shaped decorative
plates placed at the end oﬂh: hune': bit. No other similar examples are known so far.

9. A gilt bronze meral hed with p 1 these are
decorations for the horses bnd.y Similar :x:mplu are known in Ok.nmmm ritual site, in
Shizuhatayama Kofun burial in Shiguoka, and in the Shilla burial moumh (Kinkanzuka and
Syokurizulea in Jap ): but the bers found in Ka tyama are imp ive; they totalled
77. Small rods and lotus petal shaped pendul are ded in the shapes of
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(20, like pendul g their twigs from the centre and from the
ends of the metal decorations. ﬁmmngnpoo(‘thur3ndga(6},6nm(23),Emlp (42),
10 twigs (4), 12 twigs (1). The largest group is the one that has 12 rwigs and measures 13.6 cm
high. Presumably made in the Japanese archipelago.
10. A gilt bronze decoration plate for the saddle. One-way arabesque pattern from left to right
dzcnnh: both saddlebow and the cantle of a saddle with double dots. It looks like ‘fako”
an octopus arabesque pattern of twisting vines from the later p:nnd. The wooden

partis made from “katsura’ (Japanese Judas) tree. | P in the ]
archipelago.
7. The Period of the ion of the Wi kei-Ki burial and its
importance

‘The period of the ion of W fes-Ke burial started in the

former half of the fourth quarter of the 6 century AD, when you look at all the features of the
burial mound, kaniwa figurines, the stone chamber and various offerings as described vp to
now. After studying the sue-pots and so on from inside the stone chamber, the ritual ceremony
seemed to have lasted up till the early 7 century l:lll it end:ll at the time of the rise of
rectangular burials, when keyhole burial ci Where does K
burial stand within the development of the Kofim ion in the Kamitsu-Keno region? First,
Jooking at the genealogy of the Kofien design; this burial can uniquely be recognised as the last
large scaled keyhole burial constructing in the area when Kamitsu-Keno area was being
developed in the latter 5% century along the river basin of the River Ino at the foot of Mt.
Haruna to the south. Along the river basin of the Ino River upstream, three large scaled keyhole
burials 100 metres long are the Hodofa group of burials which were successively built in the
latter 5% century to the early 6 century; also another three keyhole burials inc|
Kannonyama of the Watanuki group of burials were built in the middle of the 5% to the latter 5™
century, and after that burial construction stopped for a while, then Kannonyama burial came in
the latter half of the 6 century.

Comparing all the plans and designs of these two groups of keyhole burials, development of
the burial design can be traced in such a way that there is a connection between these groups
the W, k4 burial group-Fud burial->the Hnd'om burial group-Hachimanzulka burial—>

the Hodota burial group-Yakushigulka burial->the W ki burial g K ‘burial.
‘What is more interesting is that the plans of these keyhole burials nre deugned as bemg lhc
same size and based on the same original plan, except for the ification on the Yuk ke

‘burial, Fixed designs of keyhole burials were pretty much standard in the middle of the 5+
century, and were revived again in the larter 6 century. Such specific burials based on this
Kafun plan originated back to the Tenjinyama burial of Ohta, which was ‘all powerful’ in the
Keno region in the middle of the 5 century. Moreover, the river basin of the Ino River in the
Keno region, parallels the river basin of the River Omor in the Tockigi Prefecture, where keyhole
‘burials were still actively built during the latter half of 5% century up to the first half of the 6
century, while generally keyhole burial constructions were emporarily in decline at that time. It
is strange that this burial, built in the last part of the keyhole construction period, was built
along the same plan and design as the Tenjinyama burial in Ohta. The powerful clans who
reclaimed the river basin of the Ino River are the clans who took over the political power in the
Keno region, they were deeply concerned with regional development, and therefore it is only
normal that the people buried in this burial are the clans who insisted on exchanges with the
Korean Peninsula in an ‘open minded’ progressive outlook, strongly conscious of their
traditions.

(English translation: Yego Akayama <GARF: Gunma Arch ical R Foundati

in collaboration with Caroline Pathy-Barker<The East - West Cemultanqr Group>)
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