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SUMMARY

This report is the result of the investigation required prior to the construction
of the Usa Bypass. As a result of the investigation, we have located six sites in
this area.

No. 2 Yokoyama site

No. 3 Obatake site (found during the third investigation )
No. 5 Minezoe site (found during the second investigation )
No. 6 Shoubugasako site (trial excavation )

No. 7 Yanagisawa site (trial excavation)

No. 8 Matsugasako site (trial excavation )

The Board of Education of Oita Prefecture has undertaken the investigation work
of these sites since the spring of 1989. Two sites were clarified by our survey. viz,
The Yokoyama site (No.2) and The Obatake site (No. 3).

Yokoyama site (No. 2) : This site was located on a slightly elevated hill. From
the top layers of hill to the middle layers, features and artifacts from the beginning
of the Middle Yayoi period were uncovered. The features were pit dwellings, storage
pits and other earthen pits. Members of the Board of Education of Usa City
examined the area of western part of the researched area. The results of this
research are as follows : 1) dwelling pits, storage pits from the end of the Eary
Yayoi Period to the beginning of the Middle Yayoi Period, and 2) dwelling pits
and ditch (moat Jetc, From the late to end of the Middle Yayoi Period were found.

In excavations in vicinity of the Yokoyama site, viz., Dainoharu in Usa City and
Moriyama in Nakatsu City similar conditions were found. However a General

Settlement on the narrow flat level of a low hill like Yokoyama is not to be found.
The function of Yokoyama was unique.

Obatake site(No.3 ) : The investigation of this site has been going on since 1987.
This time we examined a layer containing cultural remains from the Late to End
Jomon Period and an 8th Century ditch and earthen pits. This layer extended
along side the Iroha River which flows north-east, The layer was about 90 meters
in length with the widest part measuring 20 meters in each area. E~G-IV,Varea
located in the middle of the dig is slightly sunken and we found this area to have
the thickest dispositin, The topmost portion of the layer was 20-60cm thick and
had a dark brown color.A large quantity of pottery and stone tools from the end
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of the Late to End Jomon Period were unearthed. Many clay figurines and disk-like
clay objects were also found. The most important finds were the figurines and
ditch.

Clay Figurines : These dolls,made during the Jomon Period are molded from clay
and baked. In Kyushu these were made from the Late to End Jomon Period. Most
of the figurines symbolically represent “woman™ and are thought to have been used
in religious rites. 26 such figurines were found, This site ranks third in the amount
of those found in Obatake, Moreover, there is variety in shape and size of those
found in Obatake, These facts point to the exi of a basic ity having
been situated near this layer.

Ditch : The ditch probably carried water to the rice field. It was dug parallel to
the Iroha River. We confirmed its length to be 200meters. The ditch took in the
water from the area of the buildings in the south carrying it to the northern part
of the site where, most likely, there were rice fields. At this time it is not possible
to be certain of the nature/function of this feafure, but it can be held that this
ditch is related to the buildings and other small ditches of the same period. This
ditch as well as the buildings found in the SOUTH AREA were constructed in the
middle to late 8th century,Near this site are the remains of a government road
and rice field grids. These features are of significant importance in the study of
the management of rice fields and life style of the settlements of that period.
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