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Notes - ’
The following symbols are used 1o represent archaeological features in this text:

SA: Palisade or Fence SB: Building SD: Ditch SE: Well
8K : Pit SP: Posthole .
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

This report details the achievements of the excavations carried out at the Nagahara
site, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture, Japan, in the
fiscal year of 1985 (beginning April Ist).

The Nagayoshi-Uriwara area, in which the Nagahara and adjoining Uriwari site are
situated, is one of the few remaining locations within Osaka city in which farmland can
still be found. Improvement of the main road and subway from the City to this area has
been followed by rapid residential growth. As a result of this growth, there has been an
increasing demand for water and sewerage services, The Nagahara and Uriwari sites lie
within the land being rezoned to accommodate the development of these services.

Though emergency research prior to the rezoning project has been conducted since
1981, many other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously,
over the last twenty years, prior to public or private developments in the area. In
particular, at the Nagahara site, three hundred excavations have been carried out so far
and the total excavated area amounts to 140,000 square metres, covering 4% of the
whole site. This large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the Nagahara
and Uriwani sites are large complex sites following a slope down to a plain, in which
discoveries belonging to between the Upper Palacolithic and the Early Modern eras,
have yielded wide ranging information about settlements and cemeteries in cach
period.

In 1985 no research was undertaken in the Uriwari site. The strata of the Nagahara
site for each period is preserved in good condition, and research works had been carried
out on each strata, though all excavation areas were characteristically long and thin as
they lie beneath land designated for roads. The strata have been identified according 1o
the igraphical jard of the Nagahara site (Chart 2, p.300).

This excavation report is the fifth volume in the series and covers fourteen
excavations. The total excavated area extends for 5,500 square metres. The dates of
discoveries fall between the Upper Palacolithic and the medieval periods ( i
the 12th to 16¢th century). The areas excavated were divided up into three geographical
sectors and the results of research in each sector are summarized as follows:

‘Western sector of the Nagahara site

Research up to 1985 had located and investigated building complexes (colour pl. 1)
in 5 areas dating to the Middle to Late Kofun period (5th to mid-6th centuries A.D.) and
in 4 areas dating to the Heian period (1Oth and 11th centuries A.D.).

The 1985 research has located 19 structures dating to the Mid to Late Kofun period.
The structures have been identified as Tat hiki Jukyo (semi-sub house)
and Hottate-bashira Tatemono (a style of building constructed with pillars imbedded
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directly into the ground). Five structures from the Heian period were also located. A
large amount of pottery, and ritual objects (colour pl. 1), dating to the Kofun period
were found in a small buried branch of the main Umaike-Dani valley in the western tip
of the sector.
As aresult of the 1985 research, the outline of the Kofun period village is becoming
pp After careful consideration of ch istics, the study of the pottery remains
from the latter half of the Kofun period has lead to Sue-ki (Sue ware) and Haji-ki (Haji
ware) being divided into five periods of changing styles (fig. 204).

Southern sector of the Nagahara site

‘This sector is located in the main part of the Nagahara Tomb Group. The main
features of this site are two kofun (mound tombs) lying in the east and west of the
sector. The Tsukanomoto (diam. 55 m) and Ichigazuka (diam. 47 m) are both circular
kofun and are supposed to belong to the chieftains of the period.

The research conducted in 1985 concentrated on ten small, square kofun dating
from the Middle Kofun period. A typical example of these is Nagahara Tomb No. 131
(pls. 14 and 15). This kafun features a row of haniwa (unglazed earthenware artefacts)
lining the edges of the mound, many of which were warped during the firing process, a
type usually discarded (colour pl. 2). The stomach section of the horse-shaped haniwa
(p. 75) found on this kofun were formed using a technique which differs from those
used in other areas in the Kinki region. This is the first reported incident of this style.

By the mid 6th century A.D., kafun construction had ceased at the Nagahara site,
and during the Asuka period the land was re-used for rice cultivation. As a result; a
large number of the tombs were leveled. From the 1985 research, the patterning of the
rice:fields at the end of the Nara period (the end of 8th century) is becoming apparent.

Excavations also revealed part of a Heian period residential area, containing
Hottate-bashira style structures and a number of wells, A third example of metal
vessels (fig. 167-888) was also recovered from this area.

Southeastern sector of the Nagahara site

This area features well preserved strata dating from the Upper Palaeolithic through
to the Middle Yayoi period.

Excavations unearthed an extensive number of Upper Palacolithic objects and
exposed the remains of an irrigation system (pl. 30) dating to somewhere between the
Final Jomon and Early Yayoi periods, as well as an early-Middle Yayoi period rice
field (pl. 32). A final-Late Yayoi period Hokei-shuko-bo (square mound tomb with a
surrounding ditch) was also found (pl. 33).

Although excavations conducted both before and since 1985 have located
Palaeolithic waste flake ions in this sector, none were located during the
1985 excavations.

Consideration of the excavational evidence from each strata has indicated a change
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in the form of the stone arrow-heads used in the area (fig. 200).

Conclusion

In the Nagahara Tomb Group, two hundred tombs have been investigated, the
actual number of tombs is several times greater, however, The Tomb Group largely
features small scale, square kofin (97% of the total number) and despite their small size
(approx. 10 metre square), a remarkably high number of them posses haniwa (64% of
total number), Nagahara Tomb No. 131, an 11 metre square kofun, exemplifies the
Group. This kofun features a line of cylindrical kaniwa on the edges of the mound.
There are warped haniwa and the form of the horse-shaped haniwa is unique to this
area. These features are characteristic of the Nagahara Tomb Group though they have
been influenced by the Furuichi Tomb Group, in which the royalty and upper-nobility
were interred, lying 2.5 km southward.

The technique used to form the stomach section of the horse-shaped haniwa is
unusual in the Kinki region. It is a simpler technique similar to that used in the Kanto
region during the late 6th century A.D. and may indicate a relationship between the two
areas. More his y to pletely understand the use of warped haniwa
on the Nagahara kofun.

The Kofun period village allowed research into the distribution of buildings of this
period and is a good indicator of the village's social structure. Items not usually
associated with domestic life were found in the village and may indicate a village
ceremony. These include small, terra-cotta horse (fig. 88-572), Kawabukuro-gata Hei
(leather bag shaped Sue ware container, fig. 68-228) and Komochi-magatama (large
curved bead with several smaller curved beads attached, fig. 89-574 and 575).

The early-Middle Yayoi period rice field is the earliest discovered in the Nagahara
site and is being reported here for the first time. This feature apparently marks the
beginning of rice farming in this arca, Despite its importance for considering the
development of rice farming, it along with other features, is threaten with destruction
by the continuing redevelopment of this area.
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