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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent archacological features in this text:

SA: Palisade or Fence SB: Building SD: Ditch SE: Well
SK : Pit SP: Posthole
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

This report summarizes the achievements of excavations carried out at the
Nagahara and Uriwari sites, prior to the town planning development of the Nagayoshi-
Uriwari area. The two sites, attached to each other, are situated in the south-eastern part
of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture, Japan.

Excavations at these sites have been almost continuously carried out over the last
twenty years, prior to public or private developments of the area. Particularly, at the
Nagahara site, three hundred excavations have been carried out so far and the total
excavated arca amounts to 140,000 square metres, covering 4% of the whole site. This
large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the Nagahara and Uriwari sites
are large complex sites, in which discoveries belonging between the Upper Paleolithic
and the Early Modern eras have yielded wide ranging information about settlements
and cemeteries in each period. This excavation report is the fourth volume and covers
nine excavations carried out in the fiscal year of 1984 (beginning April 1st), prior to the
construction of new roads and the associated drainage system. The total excavated area
extends for 3,866 square metres. The dates of discoveries fall between the middle
Kofun period (5th century A.D.) and the medieval (spanning the 12th to 16th century).
The areas excavated were divided up into four geographical sectors and the results of
research in each sector are summarized as follows:

South-eastern sector of the Uriwari site

Two buildings have been found here, one of which is a pillared building whose
dimensions are 12,95 metres in length by 3.95 meters in width and dates to the latter
part of 7th century (frontispiece). One weil (colour plate 1), ten pits and five ditches
were found that yielded a large number of pots (colour plate 2), which can be dated to
the Asuka phase III (the late 7th century), according to the chronological sequence
established in southern Nara.

To the south of this site, a relatively large-scale excavation was carried out in 1986
and eventually a building group with a surrounding ditch and fence was unearthed.
Features reported in this volume, however, seem to be dated slightly earlier than ones
found in 1986, though they are possibly associated with each other.

The building group, part of a large settlement disclosed in this area, is considered to
be one of the residences where people exploited and managed the associated
contemporary 7th and 8th century paddy fields that extended to the west of the
Nagahara site. Also, this group can possibly be associated with a foundation of an
ancient temple, termed "Uriwari-haiji", which is assumed to have been built to the
north of the site, but which has unfortunately not survived.

—iy-



‘Western sector of the Nagahara site

Features dating to the latter part of the middle Kofun Period, (the late 5th century
A.D.), include four kofuns or burial mounds, (Nagahara Tomb No, 110-112, and 197).

Two hundred kofuns have been researched so far at the Nagahara site. These had
been constructed during the end of 4th and the middle 6th centuries so as to form a
large cemetery, termed "the Nagahara Kofun Group". One of the main characteristics
of the group is that 97 % of them belong to a small square-moated mound type. 2.5 km
south of the "Nagahara Kofun Group”,the large coutemporary cemetery, the"Furuichi
Kofun Group” ,which includes mausoleums, is thought to be the main burial site for the
political elite from the main Japanese political centre. Therefore, the Nagahara Kofun
Group is considered to have been a burial site for minor officials in the political centre,
or for people who had constructed the Furuichi Kofun Group.

The excavated kofuns, all belonging to a small square-moated mound type, are
situated in the northern cluster of the Nagahara Kofun Group. In this vicinity, more
than ten kofuns have been previously researched.

One building and other features such as a pit, possibly used for the burial of a horse,
were also unearthed.

A section of paddy field dating to the Asuka and Nara Periods (7th and 8th
centuries) was excavated and it marks the western limit of an ancient paddy field at the
Nagahara site.

One building, ditches and other features of the Heian Period (9th to 11th centuries)
were also found.

Southern sector of the Nagahara site

Six kofuns (Magahara Tomb No. 121-126) dating to the late 5th century, were
unearthed. All of them are classified as the small, square-moated mound type and all
belong to the southern cluster of kofuns. Comprising in total of more than hundred in
number, the six kofuns excavated only yielded a small amount of haniwa clay objects
and pots.

Paddy fields, the associated baulks and drainage ditches from the Asuka and Nara
Periods were excavated to a large extent, One of the baulks was attached to an earlier
kofun, and several straight large baulks can be assigned to a section of the field division
unit.

One building from the Heian Period, and ditches associated with cultivation from
the Kamakura period (13th century) and later, were also excavated.

South-eastern sector of the Nagahara site

Only a small excavation was carried out in this sector this year and so the results are
only mentioned in passing. The central portion of the Tsukanomoto Kofun (Nagahara
Tomb No. 1), the largest and oldest in the Nagahara Kofun Group, was researched and
the surface condition of the mound was recorded.



Conclusion

The most important result of the research for 1984, was that buildings and a well of
the Asuka Period were discovered in the south-eastern sector. This report is the first
volume to publish these findings, though fieldwork of an associated site in the
adjoining area is still being carried out. The excavated pottery portrays a good ceramic
assemblage belonging to the Asuka phase 111 . As the native Asuka type pottery of that
date has not been frequently discovered, even in the Asuka area, southern Nara, this
finding is of great importance. It is not difficult to understand that a series of features
occupying the Uriwari Terrace has been present throughout the Asuka Period and these
features have remained tightly associated with the paddy fields developed in the
Nagahara area. Therefore, this knowledge obtained from excavation provides us with
much fundamental data which is essential to the understanding of the historical
development of this whole area.

This volume also covers the destruction and subsequent redevelopment of the
original kofun sites. The kofuns were levelled by paddy fields developed during the
Asuka and Muromachi Periods (7th to 15th centuries) and later buildings were
established as the last phase. These buildings were regarded as the base for the
development and management of this area during and after the Heian Period. This
series of discoveries reflects the regional formation of one of the ancient states in
Japan; the transition from the construction of numerous kofuns under the control of the
political centre, through the development of vast paddy fields from the demolition of
the kofun, to the resulting appearance of the Medieval rural landscape.

In other words, this report intreduces the history of this area in ancient times by
‘means of archaeological evidence.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and Higuchi T.
1982 Prehistory of lapan. Academic Press, New York.
Pearson, R. J., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer, Editors
1986 Windows on the Japanese Past; Studies in Archagology and Prehistory.
Centre for Japanese Studies, the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.
Tsuboi K., Editor
1987 Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Jupan. UNESCO, Paris and
Centre for East Asian Culture Studies, Tokyo.
1992 Archaceological studies of Japan. Acta Asiatica 63. The Institute of
Eastern Culture.
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