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Notes

The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features, and others, in this text

SD:
SE:
SK:
SP:
SR : Paddy field
LC:

NR: Natural stream

Ditch

Well

Pit

Pit or Posthole

Lithic concentration
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the achievements of the excavations carried out at the Nagahara
and Uriwari sites, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka city, Osaka prefecture,
Japan, in the fiscal year of 1991 (beginning April 1st).

The Nagayoshi-Uriwari area, in which the Nagahara and adjoining Uriwari sites are
situated, is one of the few remaining locations within Osaka city in which farmland can
still be found. Improvements in the main road and subway service from the City to this
area has been followed by rapid residential growth. As a result of this growth, there has
been an increasing demand for water and sewerage services. The Nagahara and
Uriwari sites lie within the land being rezoned to accommodate the development of
these services.

Though emergency research prior to the rezoning project has been conducted since
1981, many other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously,
over the last twenty years, prior to public or private development in the area. In
particular, at the Nagahara site, four hundred excavations have been carried out so far
and the total excavated area amounts to 165,000 square metres, covering 4.5% of the
whole site. This large accumulation of fieldwork has clarified that both the Nagahara
and Uriwari sites are large complex sites following a slope down to a plain, in which
discoveries belonging to between the Upper Palacolithic and the Early Modern eras,
have yielded wide ranging information about settlements and cemeteries in each
period.

The strata representing each period at the sites is well preserved, and research has
been carried out on each layer, though all ion areas were ch istically long
and thin as they lie beneath land designated for roads. The strata have been identified

ding to the stratigraphical dard of the Nagahara site.

This excavation report is the eleventh volume in the series and covers fourteen
excavations. The total excavated area extend 3,427 m2. The dates of discoveries fall
between the Upper Palacolithic and the medieval periods ( ing the 12th to 16th C.
AD). The results of research are summarized as follows:

Discoveries at the Uriwari site

Excavation was carried out in the vicinity of structures associated with 7th century
officiators, however, few features associated with that period were found. Nara Period
pits were uncovered.

Discoveries at the Nagahara site
‘Two lithic concentrations, indicating the remains of an Upper Palaeolithic lithic



workshop, were found. These included refitted cores, flakes and Bitruncated Flake.
The refitted material indicates a technique in which flakes were removed by striking a
flat surface of cores at a right angle. This technique has never before been encountered
at lithic workshops in Nagahara.

From the Late to the final Jomon Periods, a stone arrowhead workshop was
uncovered. A tanged point was removed from the incipient Jomon strata.

From the early to middle Yayoi Periods, an irrigation ditch leading to paddy fields,
and other ditches were found. From the Kofun Period nine burial meunds were found.
The largest ngst these is the Ichigazuka Kofun; which features a round mound
tomb with a small square projection. The others are a small square mounds, Many
haniwa, including a rare arm guard haniwa, were unearthed from the Ichigazuka
Kofun. The dendrochronological date of timber from the moat indicates 343 A.D..

From the Asuka to the Nara Periods paddy fields and ditches were found. Though
features from during and after the Heian Period were not found, a human bone, burial
jar was uncovered from a natural stream. Remmnants of the Higashiyoke River were
also uncovered. The River once ran South-North, along the centre of the Nagahara
Site, prior to the shifting of the Yamato River in 1704. It clearly dates to after the
Kofun Period, as it cot through the Nagahara Tomb cluster,

Further Reading

Pearson, R. I., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer (eds),
1936 Windows on the Japanese Past; Studies in Archaeology and Prehistory. Center
for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Tsuboi K., (ed.)

1987 Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Japan. UNESCO, Paris and Centre for East
Asian Studies, Tokyo.

1992 Archaeological study of Japan. Acta Asiatica 63. The Institute of Eastern Culture.

The Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1989-97 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vol. I-X, Osaka. (With
English summaries except for Vols. I-IIT}

The Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-92 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara site Vol. I-V, Osaka. (In Japanese)
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