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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features and others in this text.

LC : Lithic concentration
NR : Natural stream

SA : Palisade or fence
SB : Building

SD : Ditch

SE : Well

SK : Pit

SP : Posthole or pit

SR : Paddy field baulk
S$X : Other features
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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The Nagahara and Uriwari sites are located in the south-eastern part of Osaka City,
Japan, and are composed of archaeological features from the Palaeolithic through to
the Pre-Modern Period (AD 1603~1868). This volume reports the results of 13
excavations at the Nagahara and Uriwari sites (total area 2357 square melers) carried
out during fiscal 1993,

Major finds from each period are summarized as follows.

A Palaeolithic backed blades (so called knife-shaped stone tool) were found in the
western sector of the Nagahara site and south-eastern sector of the Uriwari site.

Stone implements from the early half of the Jomon Period were found in the
western, central and south-eastern sectors of the site. Especially significant are the two
Incipient Jomon Period tanged points found in the south-eastern sector of the site
(NG93-4), these bring the total number of tanged point found at the Nagahara site to
thirteen. Additionally, a cluster of Final Jomon Period pottery vessels were found at
NG93-76. Pottery vessels of the same period were found from the western slope of
Umaikedani (Umaike Valley) in the western sector of the Nagahara site (NG93-71).

Results for the Yayoi Period were poor with only a few features identified as Late
“Yayoi Period found at NG93-76. E

There are two major points in Kofun Period features. First, we present the
investigation results of two, large scale kofun (mounded tombs). To date, over 200
kofun have been investigated at the Nagahara site. Of these, most are miniature (5~10
meter-long sides) hofun (terraced, square mounded tomb) constructed between the
latter half of the 5th century and the early half of the 6th century. The two kofun found
at excavations, are much larger and older than the others. They will be indispensable
material for the study of political power in this area during the Kofun Period.

Investigation in the south-western sector of the Nagahara site (NG93-6 & 7)
included the excavation of early 5th century Ichigazuka Kofun (Nagahara Tomb No.
85). Excavation results have revealed Ichigazuka Kofun to be a 47.4m diameter enpun
{circular mounded tomb) with a square projection on the eastern side and a i4m wide
moat. A large number of haniwa (clay figure} were recovered from the moat, and it is
beleived that at least seven house-shaped haniwa were arranged around the center of
the mound. In addition to these, a wooden spade was found in the moat, such finds are
rare. These results indicate that Ichigazuka Kofun comes from the earliest phase of
Nagahara Tomb Cluster’s construction, and identifies it as the second largest kofun
found in the cluster.

Actrench was d tr ing the Kofun (Nagahara Tomb No.
1) in the south-eastern sector of the Nagahara site. The results from this, and previous




limited investigations have begun to clarify its original form. The Tsukanomoto Kofun
has been identified as an approximately 55m diameter enpun (circular mounded tomb)
with an 18meter wide moat, making it the largest within the cluster.

Second, investigations this year have revealed residential district of the sites.
Archaeological features were found dating to between the latter half of the 5th and the
early half of the 6th centuries in the central sector of the Nagahara site (NG93-76). One
of these is a wide ditch, which has been interpreted as a division between the residential
section and the rest of the settlement. A small branch valley named 'Kotani' was
revealed by excavations on the western side of Umaikedani at NG93-82. This is the
first such geological feature to be found at the Nagahara site. Archaeological evidence
suggests that this was a residential area after the 5th century. An abacus bead shaped
spindle whorl, found at UR93-14, with a strong association with Korea, may be crucial
in identifying the origin of the people who settled this area.

Evidence from almost every excavation suggests that this area was extensively used
for agricultural purposes from the Asuka to Pre-Modern Period. Between the 7th and
8th centuries however, large scale development is evident, not only on the plateau, but
also within the valley and around the Nagahara Tomb Cluster. At NG93-76 and NG93-
4, excavations revealed small, Early to Middle Heian Period (9th-10th century)

id | areas, these ppeared in the 11th century however. This
evidence confirms the current theory that the small, scattered settlements were
amalgamated into a single village during the 11th century.

Further Reading

Aikens, C. M. and T. Higuchi,
1982 Prehistory of Japan. Academic Press, New York.

Pearson, R. J., G. L. Barnes and K. L. Hutterer (eds),
1996 Windows on the Jepanese Past; Studies in Archaeology and Prehistory.
Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.

Thuboi K., (ed.)
1987 Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Japan. UNESCO, Paris and Centre for
East Asian Studies, Tokyo.

1992 Archaeological study of Japan. Acta Asiatica 63. The Institute of Eastern Culture.

The Osaka City Cultural Properties Association
1978-96 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara sites Vols. 1-VI, Osaka. (In Japanese)
1989-99 Archaeological Reports of Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vols. 1-X11, Osaka. (In
Japanese, with English summary except for Vols. [-11I)
1998-99 Archacological Reports of the Eastern Sector of Nagahara site Vols. 1-11, Osaka.
(In Japanese, with English summary)
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