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15 193 443 3655 | 4281 15 1 10 85
14 | 227 4381 37.25 | 44.33 14 5 11 84
13 | 095 384 | 3459 | 3038 13 2 10 88
12 | 044 231 | 2679 | 2954 12 1 3 91
1 | 262 450 | 4742 | 5454 11 5 8 87
10 0.49 6.35 37.46 44.30 10 1 14 85
9 138 694 | 2390 | 3ma2 9 1 22 7
B 0.26 411 3611 | 4048 8 ) 10 88
7 139 710 2044 28.93 7 5 25 71
6 2.25 7.81 2653 | 36.59 5 6 21 73
5 210 7.01 237 | 32.82 5 8 21 72
4 0.83 6.35 27.45 34.63 4 2 18 79
3 0.60 a4 | 2127 | 2601 3 2 16 82
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14 048 132 27 73 14 5 3 8 B84
13 | 041 116 26 7] 1B | 2 3 7 88
12 | 025 0.72 26 74 12 | 1 2 6 91
11 0.66 1.90 26 74 n 8 H 6 87
0 | 087 1.96 31 69 10 | 1 4 10 85
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Notes
The following symbols are used to represent
archaeological features and others in this text.

NR : Natural stream
SA : Palisade or fence
SB : Building

SD : Ditch

SE : Well

SK : Pit

SP : Posthole or pit
SR : Paddy field baulk
8X : Other features
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ENGLISHSUMMARY

In this volume we report the results of six excavations (total area 2057 nf) undertaken
during fiscal 1996 prior to urban redevelopment at the Nagahara and Uriwari sites, situated
in Hirano Ward, in the southeastern part of Osaka City. Almost continuous investigation
of the sites since 1975 has revealed archaeological features and remains from the
Palaeolithic through to the Pre-Modern period (AD 1603 - 1858). The main results for
this series of excavation are as follows:

1) Discovery of a Naumann Elephant molar

Fragments of a Naumann Elephant molar were found during excavations in the western
sector of the Nagahara site (96-76). The fi have been igraphically dated to
approximately 100,000 year ago. Although fossilized footprints of the Naumann Elephant
have been found several times during past excavations in this area, this is the first
occurrence of physical remains. This is the fourth time fragments have been found within

Osaka prefecture, but these might be the latest.

2) Pr £ - Unaikedani
Umaikedani is asubmerged valley that runs south-southeast to north-northwest along
the western edge of the Nagahara site. During i igations this year (96-32&71) the

valley was transected by an cast-west running trench to aid researchers in determining
the process of soil accumulation (Figure 7+30). Prior to the Kofun period, the valley was
anatural water way and shows no indication of human occupation, The bottom stratum
dates to the Middle Jomon period, and from that time until the time of human occupation
(c. mid 5th century), soil accumulation was caused by the natural, water deposition of
soil. Pollen analysis of the soil has revealed the presence of a quercus subgen forest

prevailing in the area.
me around the time of the Middle Kofun peried, evidence of human activity in the
inth haeological record, and ions around the valley have unearthed

thg remains of both hottatebashira structures and pit-dwellings. From this time the rate
of soil deposition increases and only the center most part of the valley carried water.

During the Asuka and Nara periods the valley was utilized for paddy fields. Excavations
indicate that these fields underwent several small floods but were repaired and reused
after each occurrence. Towards the end of the Nara period, there were more massive
floods and & thick layer of sand and soil covered the entire valley, almost completely
obscuring it. Features consisting of a ditch where water enter the valley from the terrace
were found, and a line of wooden stakes was detected which have been interpreted as
flood prevention. These features date to the same time as the flooding. Umaikedani had
been almost filled after this flood, there is evidence of a temporary settlement around the
valley approximately 200 years after the flood, around the Middle Heian period, and the
area is used exclusively for cultivation from the Kamakura period onwards.



3) Kofun period

Features and remains dating to the Kofun period were found during investigations
in the western (96-71) and in the central (96-148&41) sectors of the Nagahara site.

At 96-71, these included the remains of hottatebashira structures, pit-dwellings and
a ditch from between the mid-5th century and the former half of the 6th century (Figure
50, Plate 8). The fragments of both sue-ware and haji-ware as well as the remains of
building material recovered from the ditch, appear to have been discarded from the
southern side of the ditch. Based on its location and the remains recovered from it, the
ditch is believed to have divided the residential district in the south, from the northern
part of the settlement (Figure 54, Photo 7, Plate 9). The style of some of the pottery
fragments found in this area show appears to have been influenced by the style of the
Korean Peninsula{Figure 66-67, Plate 35).

As the investigation of the western sector of the Nagahara site continues, this style
of pottery is appearing in comparable quantities as found in previous investigations in
the eastern part of the Nagahara site. The remains of a ditch and a pit from around the
end of the 5th century were found at 96-14&41 (Figure 101, Plate 15). The ditch had
been in the process of being filled, but remained as a hollow in the ground; within the
ditch were found haji-ware and an usudama (small, mortar shaped soapstone bead).
This feature may be related to the adjacent Nagahara tomb cluster, to the south of this
investigation site.

4) Asuka to Nara period

The remains of an Asuka period hottatebashira structure were found on the western
ridge of Umaikedani (96-76). Additionally, the remains of Asuka to Nara period paddy
fields were found at several locations (96-32&71, 96-14&41).

5) Heian period

A square-shaped feature surrounded by a ditch was found at 96-32&71 (Figure 69,
Plate 2+5). The ditch measures approximately 77m east to west. Although there was no
direct evidence of structures associated with the feature, roof tiles were recovered from
the ditch.

A cremation gravesite was found at 96-56. The sue-ware interment vessel contained
fragments of charcoal and human bone. A square-shaped feature, approximately 3.5m
per side and surrounded by a ditch, was found during the 96-14&41 (Figure95 , Photo
13, Plate 13 ).The overall form of this feature is similar to that of a burial site, however
it lacks the cremation and burial facilities associated with that kind of feature.

Further reading

Osaka City Cultural Propaties Association

1989-2000 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara Uriwari sites Vols I- XV, Osaka
(In Japanese, with English summary except for Vols.I-III)
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