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ENGLISH SUMMARY

Introduction: development and excavation

This report details the achievements of excavations carried out between October 1995 and
February 1996, at the Nagahara site, situated in the south-eastern part of Osaka City. The
Nagahara, and adjoining Uriwari, sites are the second most researched areas in Osaka City,
after the Osaka Caste site. Nagayoshi-Uriwari district, in which the sites are located, is one of
the few remaining areas within Osaka in which farm land can still be found. Improvements in
the main road and subway services from the City to this area has been followed by rapid
residential growth. A rezoning project has been underway since 1981 to accommodate the
increasing demand for water and sewerage services. The current site lies within a area being
rtezoned for the development of the latter.

In addition to the emergency research associated with the rezoning project, numerous
other excavations at these sites have been carried out, almost continuously, for more than
twenty years, prior to public and private development in the area. In particular, at the Nagahara
site, over three hundred excavations have been carried out so far and the total excavated area
amounts to over 160,000 square metres, covering 4.5% of the whole site. This large
accumulation of field data has clarified that both the Nagahara and Uriwari sites are large
complex sites following a slope down to a plain, in which discoveries belonging to between
the Upper Palaeolithic and the Early Modem eras, have yielded wide ranging information
about settlements and cemeteries in each period.

OCCPA wishes to express its concern over potential misunderstandings arising from the
naming of Nagahara site excavation reports. In addition of this title; Eastern Sector of Nagahara
site excavation reports, there are two other titles reporting on excavations in the Nagahara
area; the Nagahara site, and the Nagahara-Uriwari site Excavation reports. This volume is the
first of the new series which will report on excavations within a new development project
limited to the eastern part of the Nagahara site. We regret any confusion which may arise as a
result of this new title. The research results are summarized below:

Location of the site

Research has clarified that during the Early Jomon Period (c. 7,000 BP) the notthern edge
of the Uriwari figsau, on which the northern part of the Nagahara site is situated, was the
beach shore of the former Kawachi Bay. Later environmental and climatic changes resulted
in a vast accumulation of sand, and the bay slowly transformed, firstly into a lagoon, and later
into a lake. This body of water continued to diminish, most rapidly at the time of the transition
of the Jomon to the Yayoi period and the consequential expansion of land which accompanied
this shrinkage, accounts for the accumulation of the numerous features and remains in the
Kawachi plain region. Research over this area suggests that the geography of the Kawachi
region changed in correspondence to the change in people’s activities.

Outline of Research

The lower terrace formation was located 8 m below current ground level. Excavation
indicates that at the time when this layer was at ground level, the current research area was
situated on the shoulder of a valley (figs 4, 7, 8). A 3 metre layer of sand and gravel covers



this feature and dates to the Middle Jomon Pericd (ca. 6000-5000 BP). This deposition may
have resulted from the retreat of Kawachi Bay and the accompanying development of the
river system. Judging from the strata, sedimentation occurred during the Late to Final Jomon
periods (5000-3600 BP), additionally, the existence of a marsh in the research area at that
time, was clarified. Only a small number of pits and pottery shards were found dating to this
period (figs 11, 12), though pottery fragments, ditches and pits were found dating to the Early
to Middle Yayoi Period (100 BC - AD 100). No remains or features were found dating from
the Early and Middle Kofun Period (4th - 5th centuries), though evidence of wide-spread
flooding, which covered the site with sand, was found dating to the former part of the Late
Kofun Period (mid-6th century). An irrigation barrier was unearthed from within this
deposition, most likely dating 1o just prior to the flooding and may indicate that the marshy
area was being developed at this time (figs 16 - 25). From the Asuka Period (7th century) to
the latter half of the Heian Period (12th century), hottatebashira style buildings, ditches and
pits were constructed (figs 26 - 44), indicating that it was a residential area at this time. Land
to the north of the research area was used for farming. From the Medieval Period to the Early
Modern Period, the land was continually used for farming (figs 45-49).

Additionally, this season’s research again failed to uncover evidence of the Shiroyama
Kofun. Although the existence of this Kofun is recorded in a former land registration chart,
archaeological confirmation has yet to be found (fig. 6).

Further reading

Osaka City Cultural Properties Association

1978-1992 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara sites Vols. 1-V1, Osaka. (In Japanese)}
Osaka City Cultural Properties Association

1978-1995 Archaeological Reports of the Nagahara and Uriwari sites Vols. I-V111, Osaka. (In
Japanese, with English summary)
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