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1. Location and Environment

The Nanokaichi site is situated in the western district of Tamba (Kasuga-town), Hyogo
prefecture. The site is located at the low terrace which is on the west of the River Takeda (the
upper River Maruyama). The river runs through the Tamba and Tango (northern area of Kyoto
prefecture), and flow into the Sea of Japan. The low terrace which is tangueshaped extends from
south to north.

The Nanokaichi site is surrounded by the Tamba Mountains, and the hight of the site is 83~84
meters above the sea level.

We found the paraeolithic settlement at the Nanokaichi site, and this is one of the earliest dis-
covery of the paraeclithic site in Tamba district.

2. Process of Excavation

The Nanokaichi site was excavated in 1984—~85. The proposed construction of the Kinki-High
way Maizururoute, we necessitated excavation on account of the road foundation. The Nanokaichi
site was excavated togeter of the settlement of the Yayoi period. and the Nara and Heian period.
During the excavation, the relics of paraeolithic period were found in the grayish-white silty bed
under the layer of the Yayoi period. On research of layers, we found yellowish layer of volcanic
ash between the two layers. This layer of volcanic ash is called Aira-Tanzawa ash (AT). AT fell
about 24000 years B. P, and the grayish-white silty bed was found under the AT. According to
the discovery, we had to excavate the paraeolithic settlement (about 6, 000nf).

3. Sites and Artifacts

a. Sites

We excavated about 5000 artifacts at the Nanokaichi site. These artifacts are divisible three
cultural layers.

In the Ist. cultural layer. we found relics from a Block of artifacts.

In the 2nd. cultural layer, we found 7 large clusters of relics, and these clusters can be divided
into more than 20 Blocks, About 2500 artifacts were discovered from these clusters of the 2nd.
cultural layer. Also in the 2nd. cultural layer, we excavated three pebble clusters.

In the 3rd. cultural layer, we found a large duster of relics. and it can be divided into 5
Blocks. We excavated about 2500 artifacts in these Blocks.

b. Artifacts

The relics can be divided into stone implements and broken pebbles.

The assembladge of the lst. cultural layer consists of flakes and a core.

The assembladge of the 2nd. cultural layer consists of Knife-blades, trapizoids, scrapers, notched-
tools, denticles, edge-polished axes, hammer-stones, and a grinding slab, retouchedflakes, flakes
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with microflaking, flakes, chips and cores.

The assembladge of the 3rd. cultural layer consists of knife-blades, trapezoids, scrapers, notched
tools, hammer-stones, retouched-flakes, flakes with micro flaking, flakes, chips and cores.

Most of artifacts are made of chert, and occasionally sanukite (a kind of andesite) and very
few quarzite and a obsidian.

4, Conclusion

At the Nanokaichi site, natural scientific analysis were operated by the scentists.
1. Pollen
2. Radiocarbon dating
3. Volcanic ash
4. Paleomagnetism
5. Geography
In consequence of these analysis, we could make clear observation about palecenvironment
arround the Nanokaichi site, and chronological position was known.
We detected paleolithic fireplaces that could not detect by the naked eyes, as a result of ana-
lysis on Paleomagnetism.
‘This analysis gave us important result to study the structure of the settlement.
On the discovery of the cultural layers (T ~1l), we got a useful data to clarify the chronology
of the palaeolithic culture in the Kinki district.
And we consider we will be able to contrast the artifacts with the ohter palaeolithic sites in
the Ilands of Japan by uses the layer of the volcanic ash (AT)
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