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SUZUKT, Hiroyuki Ed., The Kuko-minami A Site.

Report of Hokkaido Archaeological Opera

ns Center, 376. Published: March 27, 2024,

The Kuko-minami A Site
Summary of the 2022 Excavation

The Kuko-minami A Site is located in the southern
part of the Tokachi Plain in eastern Hokkaide,
Japan, The site is situated at the southern end of
Ramisarabetsu 111 Terrace which was formed in the
Late Pleistocene Period, There are inland paleo-
dunes in the area, which are composed of the
Shikotsu No.
46,000 cal BP) and Eniwa-a (ca. 23,000 cal

secondary deposits of two tephras:
1 {ea.
BP).
Two cultural layers were discovered, one above
the Eniwa-g paleo-dune deposit and one between the
Eniwa-a and Shikotsu paleo-dune deposits. The upper
assemblage belongs to the Tachikaws-type stemmed
point industry with approximately 20,000 pieces of
lithie artifacts and concentrations of charcoal
The
amorphous flake industry with 21 pieces of lithic

fragments. lower assemblage represents the
artifacts and a concentration of charcoal fragments.

The dates of the assemblages were measured.
tools

Lithic manufacture technology, transported

to and from the site, and on-site amctivities

were reconstructed. The most Important of these
results is the dates: five AMS dating of the charred
materials associsted with the upper assemblage
yielded "'C dates of 17,820 = 50-18,030 + 60 yrip
(2 o : 21,409-22,131 cal BP: TmiCal 200 (PLD-
50704-50708, p 117, table 2). Thiz amalysis reveals
that the site is several thousand years older than
the previously assumed age,
phase of the Upper Paleolithie (MUP). Follewing this
result, the ages of other fUP lithic industries
and the ages of the Oshorokko-
type microblade industry and the small boat-shaped

which was the Ffinal

were reexamined,
tool industry turned out to be close to the above
dates (p.142, Bg. VI-1).
obtained in the past, they were not adopted st that

Although such dates were

time because these industries were assumed to be of
[P,

The main retouched tools in the upper lithic
assemblage are stemmed points (including unfinished/

failed products), burins, and endscrapers, Burin
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spalls,
present (p. 145, fg.VI-3). Among the points,
are many fragments of stems,

red pigments, and anvil stones are also
there
and some of their
broken surfaces have facets (p.146, Fig-7). These
are inferred to be traces of failure in resoving
8 stem from s shaft (p.146, fig-8). There are few
burin spalls detached from the same burin, whereas
a burin shows as many as five burin facets. This
suggests that many burins were transported to this
site, used to a limited degree, and then taken out
from the site. About half of burin spalls show use
traces of scraping dry hide and whittling bone/
antler. Endserapers were used for scraping raw/dry
hide.

A total
recognized. Most of their components,

of 106 minimuw analytical nodules are
except for
burins and unidentifiable pieces, were brought to the
site ag bifsces, which were preformed points. Each
of them underwent further processing but it was not
completed before they were taken out from the site,

Around the concentration of charcosl fragments
(€C-1), stems of stemmed points, burin spalls, and
red pigments are distributed, This suggests that
spear Lip replacement,
hide processing, and pigment refining (coloring)
were carried out around the hearth,
was formed outside the working space.

The main lithic material used is obsidian: mainly
rubbles and cobbles from Tokacl

bone/antler processing, dry

A waste area

Mitsumata and
rubbles from Oketo-Tokoroyams. They could have been
25-65 km north, and
110 km north-northeast from the site, respeetively.

Small-sized obsidian cobbles from Tokachi-
Mitsumata and Tokachi-Biman were used in the lower
VI-17).
very few chips that resulted from manufacturing

collected at 75-85 km north,

lithic assemblage (p. 153, Tig. There are

processes: a small nusber of Rakes made elsewhere
were brought in.
charcoal fTragments (CC-4) has "C dates of 25,680
£00-26,740 £ 90 yr BP (20 : 29871-30162 cal BF;
IntCal 20) (PLD-50T08-50710, p.117, table2).

The adjacent concentration of
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