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Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo 1) Five large pillar holes (from the east)
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(photo 2) Base plates and foundation stones placed at the bottom of a large pillar hole (from the east)
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(phato 3) Survey map of Section 6
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(photo 4) Building with an irori hearth
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Komachi-Oji-Higashi-Iseki Site
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(photo 10} Panoramic photo of survey area (from the north) To the right is Komachi-Oji Street. The groove in the
center is the street’s ditch,
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‘Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo 13) Discovered irori hearth
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(phato 15) Panaramic phota of medieval remains (top is east)
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(photo 16) Discovered large To  ware jug from Kamakura period
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Hakuji White Porcelain Pot Excavated at Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site
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(photo 18) Piece of bottom of excavated hakuji white (photo 19} Fragments surmised to be from same unit
porcelain pot
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1. Okura-Bakufu-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (660-3, Yukinoshita 3-chome and nine other land lots)

On the site of The Kamakura Elementary School & Junior High School Attached to Yokohama National University, excavation surveys
accompanying repair and improvement work on the public sewer were carried out between and 2020 and 2023, There, stratified ruins from the
early Kamakura period all the way to the Muromachi period. Below is an introduction of the remains from the Kamakura period discovered upan
a survey conducted in 2023,

In the survey area designated as Section 6, which is located east of the existing elementary school building, pillar holes arranged in a straight
line, large pillar holes with a diameter exceeding Im, and ground with tamped mudstone believed to be a road were discovered. The location
of this survey area is inferred to be the west end of the Okura Bakufu, a palace where the three generations of Genji administered government
affairs. The pillar holes arranged in a straight line running north and south may be the remains of an enclosure surrounding the palace’s west
side. The five large pillar holes that were also discovered would appear to overlap with that enclosure. Situated in thse five holes are plates and
stone to prevent the pillars from sinking, suggesting that the pillar holes were for a structure that had considerable weight. Based on their state
of overlapping with the enclosure and the size and structure of the pillar holes, they are inferred to be for a gate. It is possible that these are the
ruins of the palace’s west gate from which “Nishimikado,” the current name of the surrounding area, got that name. To the west of this enclosure
and gate, carefully tamped ground has been discovered, suggesting that it was a road that extended north and south to the west of the palace. In
ancient texts, it is written that “Nishi-Oji,” literally “west street.” ran along the west side of the Okura palace. The discovered remains of a road
may very well be “Nishi-0ji.” However, a detailed observation of the excavated relics shows that these remains were likely buried around the
mid-13* century, As such, the facility may postdate the relocation of the palace in the first year of the Karoku period, or 1225,

2. Wakamiya-Qji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Part of 120-1, Yukinoshita 1-chome)

Also provided here is an introduction of an overview of two adjacent excavation sites. These sites are located roughly 100m south of the
Twayado stone hall on the right bank of the Ogigawa River.

In the strata of the west-side survey area dating back to the Muromachi period (15" century), remains sloped considerably to the west were
discovered, likely making this a flow channel for the Ogigawa River at the time. As these were not discovered in strata further down dating
back to the Nambokucho and Kamakura periods, it is possible that the flow channel at the time was located further to the east. In terms of living
conditions from around the mid-Kamakura period to the Nambakucho period, board-and-batten buildings, which exhibit a simple construction,
were discovered. The direction the diseovered buildings face is nearly consistent with the direction of existing roads, illustrating how the model
for town planning {blocks) from the time was followed until the modern period.

In the east-side survey area is a semi-underground building roughly 3m on each side accompanied with an frari hearth in a corner. This hearth
measures more than 50cm on each side. An area surrounded by a square formed with crosseut planks was filled with black ash, and the upper
edges of the planks were scorched. This hearth was therefore likely used to keep warm and cook, and as such suggest that the building was used
as a residence or a workspace.

The excavated relics were related to coppersmithing and textiles. Of particular note are copper items, whose radiance belied their 800-year
existence. These were excavated in pristine shape. Other items such as wooden figures and Japanese makie lacquer covers are excavated relics
the likes of which are few and far between even in Kamakura,

At this survey site, a wooden figure that merits attention was excavated from stratum dating back to the Kamakura period. This is roughly
18¢m in height and 8em in width, making it palm-sized. Its head is made with a different insertion-type material, and its left hand appears to be
grafted using a different material as well. Dressed in male garb and donning a crown, the figure is posed as if it is straddling something. The
figure appears to be wearing stirrups on its feet. As bits are used for horse-riding, assuming the figure was straddling a horse, that would make it
an equestrian statue. While it is unsure if this figure is of a male or a god, attired equestrian statutes are generally associated with Hachimanshin
statues. However, this needs to be examined going forward.

The presentation of the figure’s face is elaborate, as if it were modeled after someone. That model could have been a god, Buddha, a client, a
figure of authority from the time, or even a product of the imagination. The questions are endless.

3. Komachi-Oji-Higashi-Iseki Site (1174 and 1175-1, Omachi I-chome)

In this survey site facing east of Komachi-Oji Street, which is located approximately 100m north of Omachi Crossing, ruins dating back between
the mid-Hefan period and the Kamakura period were found. The oldest remains were of a pit building from the mid-Heian period, from which
a patterned Haji ware disc-shaped shallow bowl from around the 8" century was unearthed. While some details are elusive due to much of the
building extending outside the survey area, it is estimated to be roughly 4m on each side of its planar shape and to have a depth of over 50cm.

The highlight of these ruins is the discovery there of Komachi-Oji Street and its ditch dating from the end of the Heian period up through
the Kamakura period. No conspicuous pavement was seen on this street at the onset of the Kamakura period. and the road’s surface was found
hardened by people coming and going over it. Since then, Komachi-Oji Street continued to be made by tamping tuff over countless layers without
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altering the street’s direction. The groove dug on the east side of Komachi-0ji Street is believed to be its ditch. With a square cross-section, a
width of roughly Im and a depth of about 75em, the ditch is small in size compared to its Wakamiya-Oji Street counterpart. On both sides of the
grooves, erosscut planks were put in place using stakes. The construction methods used for these also differed from those seen in the Wakamiya-
O4i Street ditch.

4. Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (2091, Yukinoshita I-chome)

This survey site is located about 2%0m southwest of Tsurugaoka Hachimangu. A road and living conditions dating back to around the latter half
of the Kamakura period, which falls between the late 13" century and the early 14" century, were discovered here. The road was overlayed and
tamped with mudstone, and extends to the east and west. [t was confirmed that the road was rebuilt five times, its width and size modified
little by little. It would therefore appear to have been used over a long period of time. The road was accompanied by a ditch and earth retainers
depending on the period. However, as the size and structure of these were crude, the road was likely a path within a site rather than a large-seale

road,

Bath sides of the road contain remnants of iror7 hearths and hardened areas not unlike earthen foors. Additionally, scorched pillar members
were also found. Based on this, buildings were likely located there.

As small-sized remains of roads were also discovered in surrounding survey sites, it would appear that this area in the latter Kamakura period
was precisely zoned with the use of alleys.

5. Wakamiya-Shuhen-Isekigun Site (Part of 763-4, Onarimachi)

Through this excavation that was carried out on the east side of Onari Elementary School across the road, traces of buildings from the
Kamakura period and residences from around the Tumulus period as well as remains from the Yayoi period were discovered. The road running
between this survey site and Onari Elementary School, called Ima-Koji Street, was a major transportation artery that connected Kamakura to
Musashinokuni (former name of the provinee mostly consisting of present-day Tokyo and Saitama Prefecture).

Sand dunes have formed in the area nearby this survey site, indicating that the ground during the Kamakura period was sand. At this survey

site and surroonding excavation sites, remnants of pit buildings dug into sand in the late Kamakura period were found in large number. Semi-
underground structures, pit buildings are built by digging up the ground in a square configuration and erecting a roof above it using a wooden
frame structure, It is believed that many of them were used as warehouses, and is supposed that a large number of them lined up next to Ima-Koji
Street given its role as a major transportation artery.

Additionally, a large Takoname ware jug dated back from the end of the Kamakura period up through the Nambokucho period was found placed
in the ground. It may have been used as a water pail or sake jug. After the jug was disposed of and buried. part of it was destroyed when a
building was subsequently erected.

From below the strata dating to the Kamakura period, items such as pit dwelling sites from around the Tumulus era were discovered, The
planar shape of these sites was roughly 5m on each side, with the majority of them located outside of the survey area, For that reason, while
its overall size is unknown, a kamado cooking furnace was found on the north side of the building from which Haji ware and Sue ware were
excavated.

Furthermore, urns and pots from the Yayoi period were unearthed while still overlayed in a nested state. As bones and such were not excavated
from those urns and pots, it is unknown what the nature of the remains are. One possibility is that they are related to funerals or incantations.

6 . Hakuji White Porcelain Pot Excavated at Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun Site

These artifacts are fragments of a Chinese hakuji white porcelain pot excavated at the Wakamiya-Oji-Shuhen-Isekigun site/ruins near
Wakamiya-Oji Street (part of 218-3, Yukinoshita 1-chome). Inseribed in Indian ink on a fragment of the pot’s bottom is “Totsuna,” which is
believed to be the signature of a Song dynasty merchant group that engaged in trade between Japan and China (Song at the time) during the
Kamakura period. It is the first example of such an excavation in Kamakura.

The part of the bottom with India ink inscribed on it, a fragment of the pot’s body adjoining that part, and fragments surmised to be part of the
same unit based on a comparison of pottery clay and glaze were all discovered. The hottom half of the pot's body contains a lotus petal design,
with several deeply engraved lines running across its upper hall. It is inferred to have been produced in the vicinity of Guangdong Province,
China around the latter 11* to early 12" century. The diameter of the bottom of the pot exceeds 1lem, likely making it a sizeable masterpiece
even when compared to other hakuji white poreelain pots imported into Japan.

Examples of excavated ceramics inscribed with “Tsuna” are concentrated in Hakata from the Heian period to the onset of the Kamakura period.
This lends credence to the theory that not only were Song dynasty merchants active in Hakata, but trade between Japan and Song (China) was
also conducted predominantly in Hakata. This recent excavation in Kamakura of artifacts similar to those in Hakata could be considered proof
that Sino-Japanese trade conducted between Song and Hakata extended to Kamakura. This pot could therefore be labeled a valuable artifact that
indicates the presence of a trade route from Song to Hakata and then on to Kamakura, also touching upon the possibility that trade ships directly
entered ports at Kamakura,
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