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ENGLISH SUMMARY
OF THE REPORT OF EXCAVATIONS
AT KUCHISAKAI SITE

This time we are publishing a report of the excavation carried out at the Kuchisakai
gite in ltami City, Hyogo Prefecture in 1984. The site is situated on the east
bank of the Ina River which flows into Osaka bay, and it extends almost 120m east to
west and over an area of 770xf.

The site itself is quite complex, since it contains various strata from the Jomon
Period to the Heian Era. And we were ised at the coinci of a Jomon
site and a Yayoi site in the Kuchisakai site, as it is the first case that has ever
been found in Japan. The Kuchisakai site was fully sedentary settlement in the Yayoi
Period and shows direct evidence for the cultivation of rice. From this valuable site,
we can deduce that one of the most important characteristics of the Yayoi Period is a
new technic of controling a flow of water.

The stratigraphy can be divided into three parts, an upper part, a middle part and
a lower part. Of all three parts, the upper part contains materials from the Yamato
Period to the Heian Era, though it was badly disturbed. On the other hand, the
middle part remains quite well and has a dwelling site dating sometime from the latter
half of Middle Yayoi to the late Yayoi Period. As concerns the lower part, layers
which belong to the last stage of the Jomon Period were eroded away by floods. And
between the middle and the lower layers, there lies the first half of Middle Yayoi layer.

The followings are the explanations of each period.

1. Eights to nineth layers (B. C. 400—300 ca. : Jomon Culture)

Remains of river, which is 10—20m wide, lies in the west of the side. In addition

there are 12 pits found in the east of the site. We found such relics as Jomon

pottery (see, fig. 25—40), figurines (see, fig. 41), sanukaite flakes (see, fig. 44),

stone mortars (see, fig. 42), pestles (see, fig. 43), and sekibo (bar—shaped stone

club; see, fig. 46).

Together with these items, two important things were discovered ; carbonizsd
two grains of rice (oryza), and a few Yayoi pottery.
2. 1) Sixth layer (B. C. 200 ca. : Yayoi Culture)
A pit, a ditch, and a wooden paneled tomb were found in the east of the excavated
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area. From the pit the pottery dating the first half of the Middle Yayoi Culture
(see, fig. 49—51), were found.
2)  Fifth layer (A. D. 200—300 ca. : Yayoi Culture)

Three house pits, ditches, pits, a pit burial, and a jar burial were discovered.
From these settlements, including arcund areas, the Yayoi pottery of the latter
half of Middle Yayoi to the Late Yayoi Culture (see, fig. 52—89), a few iron
implements, stone arrowheads, stone swords scrapers, fishig net sinkers, and stone
‘mortars were found. There wasn’t any remains of ishibocho (stone knife ; which
is characteristic of the Yayoi Culture) from this layer.

After the Yayoi Culture, there were the pits remaining on the top of fifth
layer were identified to belong to the Yamato Period.



