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|, The site

The Kashiwagaya-Nagawosa Site is located at Kashiwagaya, Ebina city, Kanagawa prefecture in Japan. It
is situated on a river terrace of the left bank of the Mckujiri river in the Sagamino plateau, 50 meters above
the sea level. The longitude of the site is 139°25'31" east and the latitude is 35°27'54" north. The Sagamino
plateau is well known for its numerous late palacolithic sites.

The excavation at this site was conducted by the Excavation Group of Kashiwagaya-Nagawosa Site from
October 1981 to October 1982. This monograph describes results of the excavation and the related laboratory
studies on the late palaeclithic period.

2. Cultural layers and Artifacts

The site consists of three locations I,11,and Ill, The total excavation area is about 5500 square meters. The
stratigraphy at the site is basically divided into 17 strata, from the black humus layer to Layer L 6. The black
humus and the underlying transitional layers belong to the Holocene period. Layers of L 15 to L 6 correspond
to the Tachikawa loam deposits in the terminal Pleisicene. The key layer containing volcanic ash AT (22000

25000y.B.P.) is included in Layer L3 of the Tachikawa loam deposits (Fig.1).

A total of 14 cultural layers were determined at the site (Fig.1). The Incipient Jomon Period layer,
characterized by tanged point and flaked-axe, was recognized in the transitional layer of about 12000 y.B.P.
Cultural layers 1 to Ill, containing the point industries of the terminal late palaeolithic period to objects of
the Incipient Jomon period, were yielded from geological layers designated as L 1S to BO. The cultural layer
IV of L 1 H represents the microblade industry of the late palaeolithic period about 14000 y.B.P. Cultural layers
V to XI contain the knife-shaped tool industries, corresponding to the B1 to L 3 layers, all above the AT ash
layer (22000- 25000y.B.P). Cultural layers XlIto Mllexcavated from the B3 to B4 layers below the AT ash, also
contain the knife-shaped tool industries of the late palaeolithic period.

A lot of lithic artifact concentrations and clusters of burnt pebbles were discovered from these cultural
layers. Cultural layer IX yielded 24 such lithic artifact concentrations (Fig. 2 ). The layer probabry represents
a base camp of the late palaeolithic hunter-gatherers with knife-shaped industries.

A total of 5573 lithic artifacts were excavated from these cultural layers in the site (Table 1), The variety
of lithi tools includes micrublades, knife-shaped tools, points, tanged point, burins, borers, end-scrapers,
side-scrapers, retouched flakes, edge-damaged flakes, pitce-esquillée, flaked-axe, choppers, hammer stones,
grinding stones, anvil stones, microblade cores,ordinary cores, flakes, chips, and raw materials. The main raw
materials of lithic tools are fine-grained green tuff, obsidian, glassyandesite and hornfels. Fine-grained green
tuff and hornfels were probably procured in the Sagami river next to the Sagamino Plateau.
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3. Analysis

2091 obsidian artifacts, selected from a total of 2113 obsidian pieces from the site, were analyzed by the
flourescent X -ray method (Table 2). The result indicates that all the 347 tools of the microblade industry of
Cultural layer [V are made of obsidian from the Kozushima-Island (about 150 km from the site). The majority
of obsidian tools of the knife-shaped tool industries from Cultural layers VI to ¥, are made of lzu-Hakone raw
materials (about 50 to 60 km from the site}. But the analysis also shows that a small number of obsidian
artifacts from Cultural layers VI and [X were carried in from Kirigamine, Wadatoge, Tateshina sources (about
120 to 130 km from the site), Kozushima-Island sources, and Takaharayama sources (about 170 km from this
site) (Fig.3).

Pieces of 158 glassyandesite from Cultural layers I1 to X were analyzed with the flourescent X-ray method
(Table 3). The result indicates that most of the tools were made of glassyandesite from Hakone (about 50
km from the site) . But it also suggests that a small amount of glassyandesite was carried in from Oarai sources
(about 150 km from this site}, Tonegawa sources (about 100 to 150km from the site}, and Nishinagawa sources
(about 100 km from the site).

Those results help to identify the territory of raw material procurement (the procurement ways could
include direct procurement, exchange procurement, and so-call embeded strategy procurement) in the late
palaeolithic period (Fig.4).

( TSUTSUMI Takashi )
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Table | Assemblages of cultural layers
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Fig. 2. Distribution of lithic artifact concentrations from Cultural layer DX
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Table2 Raw material assemblages of cultural layers
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Table3 Summary of the estimated sources for obsidian artifacts from Kashiwagaya-Nagawosa Site
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Fig. 3. Obsidian artifacts from Clutural layer IX from the Shinshu and Northern-Kanto areas (2 .73)
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Fig. 4. Distribution of lithic raw material sources and the location of Kashiwagaya-Nagawosa Site
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Abstract
Book title Kashiwagava-Nagawosa Site
Subtitle The Excavation of a Late Palaeolithic Site in the Sagamino Plateau
Volume Vol.l
Series title
Series No.
Editor TSUTSUMI Takashi
Editorial : i :
Sricanization Kashiwagaya-Nagawosa Site Excavation Group
Seat of c/o Suwama Jun, 324-2 Numata, Minamiashigara-city,
organization | Kanagawa-prefecuture, Japan. phone 0465(74)5447
Date of issue | 15 August 1997
Site name Location Code Nﬂ.rﬂ] Eagt Investigated | Investigated
latitude | longitude | term area
Kashiwagaya- | Kashiwagaya, Ebina-city, 35 139 1 Octaber 1981 5,500m
Nagawosa Site| Kanagawa-prefecuture, 27 25 -
Japan 54” 31 | 31 October 1982
Site . s Main stone
kind Period Main features artifacts Remarks
Camp The Late |1 Cultural Layer of | Knife-Shaped tools | Thirteen Cultural Layers were
site Palaeclithic | the Incipient Jomon | Points found in this site, Three kinds of
Period Period Microblades features were discovered from

13 Cultural Layers of | End-scrapers these Cultural Layers : clusters
the Late Palaeolithic | Side-scrapers of burnt pebbles, groups of
Period Borers arranged cobbles, and concen-
Axe trations of stone artifacts.
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