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(Fig.2) Map around Tamanawajo Castle
‘@=Excavation point on this booklet @=Excavation point in the past
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(Table 1) Chronology regarding Tamanawajo Castle
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1 The feature on Tamanawajo Castle
Geographical and historical surroundings

Tamanawajo Castle Site is located at the northern end of Kamakura City. The main part of the site is 1.5km
to the west from JR Ofuna station, where the castle was built by utilizing the hill of 50-80m above sea level.
The Kashiogawa River which runs at southeast of the site had the function as natural fortress.

1t is supposed that the name of “Tamanawa” was originated in the beautiful decorated beads which had been
excavated around here in the ancient period. (3 “Tama () means beads in English.) The name of “Tamanawa™
is mentioned in several books, such as “Tenyoki” from the Heian Period as “Tamanawa-no-Sho”, “Odawaraki”
from the medieval as “Tamanawajo Castle - This is the most peerless castle in this region.”
Tamanawajo Castle was built by Ise Sozui (Hojo Soun). The force, such as the attack of Uesugi Kenshin
and Takeda Shingen, could not fell the castle, but Tokugawa leyasu and others made the castle surrender
by persuasion. In the Edo Period, the castle was abolished by the Ikkoku Ichijo Rei (Law of One Castle per

N o by

Province). Thereafter, a pted to reconstruct the castle, but the plan couldn’ t be

realized.

Excavation results
(D Ueki aza Ueyato 1~ Nov.1982-Dec.1982 (Excavation of “Yagura”caves (funeral sites))
Mar.1983-Apr.1983 (E ion of flatlands)  E: d are: ca.750m

Four “Yagura” caves, the traces of structures were found from the three-tiered flatlands by the excavations.

In addition, some relics from 16th century were excavated. Therefore, this spot is thought the place of living

and religious activities outside the castle.

(2) Ueki aza Sagamijin 370  Aug.1989-Mar.1990 Excavated are ea. 3,000ni

The trace of residences, earthen vessels, stone tools from the Yayoi Period, as well as road, ponds, the
traces of structures, wells, pottery, wooden products, earthen vessels, stone tools from 16th to 18th century
were excavated.

(3 Ueki aza Ueyato 66-1 and others Mar.18.1999-May 31.1999 Excavated area ca. 770ni

Two “Yagura"caves, the traces of structures, a part of “Gorinto”(five wheel pagoda) were found by the
excavations. It was the important place as the way to the castle, and there could have been residences or
temples here. As some relics from the Kofun (tumulus) Period were also found, there might have been a village

around here.

(@ Shiromeguri 200  Jun.2001-Jul.14.2001  Excavated area ca. 120ni

The Banks as fortress built with the construction of the castle were discovered. Furthermore, the trace of
residences in the Yayoi Period was excavated. There might have been a village where rice field was cultivated
at marsh in the valley bottom.

(5) Shiromeguri aza Nakamura 636-1 and others Apr.1.2005-Jun.30.2005 Excavated area ca. 8,735n
“The traces of structures with ditches, pottery, millstones, kawarakes (unglazed earthenware) in the medieval
were excavated from each of the four-tiered flatland. Also, “Yagura”caves, pits and wells were discovered.



(Photo 6)
It is supposed that there was a facility for both defense and dwelling in this place, because the northwest
valley entrance where Otemon (main gate) might have been, could be looked out over from there.

The result of the excavations

People had been begun to settle in this area by the Yayoi Period at the latest. The village seems to have
been formed using the marsh around Kashiogawa River.

In the medieval, Tamanawajo Castle was built and a lot of life space and the military facilities were
constructed.

The cover photo of this booklet taken in 1960 shows a remnant of the medieval. However, the remnant in
this area hardly remains today due to developments.

Just only a part of the huge castle has been excavated until now. The excavated relics are not sufficient to
analyze exact characteristics and period of the remains. To make these points clear is the remaining issue.

2 Excavation results in 2011
1 Imakoji-Nishi-Iseki Site (Ogi 1-145-3, 146-2)

The life traces from the Meiji Period to the Taisho Period

The excavated point is 230m to the northwest from JR Kamakura Station west exit.

The four life layers from the late of 13th century to the middle of 14th century were excavated. Also in
a hole as garbage dump which was dug over these layers, the remains and relics of the modern period (Meiji

Period-Taisho Period) were excavated. Those remains of the modern period are valuable historical materials,
because they have been hardly excavated in Kamakura. The main relics were pottery, kitchen utensils and toys
including rare Western tableware at the time, some sake cups with local shop’ s names.

Kamakura in those days was the popular area of villas and there were about 500 villas at the end of the
Meiji Period.

It is said that around this point was the residential area of the upper classes, such as the imperial family
and the peerage. These relics seem to be the house supplies which were used and disposed by these upper

class families.

2 Yuigahama-Chusei-Shudan-Bochi-Iseki Site (Yuigahama 2-1025-25 and other 2 points)

This site spreads at the mouth of Namerigawa River, the excavation point stands at the west side of the
river and 50m from the coastline. The remains of life and the riverbank from the late of 13th century to the
beginning of 14th century were excavated. There found a lot of remains of the sheds, simple houses and wells
closely existed,

Kawarakes with Chinese ink script

Two kawarakes with Chinese ink script were excavated. Three characters, deifi?d the calendar and Eto
{Chinese astrological calendar), are radially written on outside of the kawarakes. They are assumed to be used
for fortune-telling by Onmyodo (vin-yang philosophy). Onmyodo is a mixture of natural science and occultism,
introduced to Japan from ancient China and developed as original philosophy in the Heian Period. No similar
relics have been excavated in Kamakura, and they are nationally also rare.






