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THE "KAMIAKATSUKA KOFUN"
This investigation reported here was rescue operations brought about by the construction
of the Chiba Ténanbu New Town, and was carried out by the Cultural Properties Center of
Chiba Prefecture under the auspices of the Chiba P 1 Education Ci

The Kamiakatsuka Kofun is located at Minami-Oyumi, Chiba city, Chiba prefecture.
The terrace where the tomb mound is situated, looks toward the alluvial land dissected by
a complex geographical system of steep-sided tibutary stream of the Murata River flowing
into the Bay of Tokyo. Therefore, it is conjectured to have relation to a group of persons
utilized the alluvial land on an economic basis.

The tomb mound has been kept the original mound. The excavation demonstrated that
the original tomb had round-shape with a diameter of 31 meters and a height of 4 meters, also
a lower part of the mound harnessed the natural features. Two of wooden chests were found
in the central part of the mound top, about 1 meter below the surface. The longer one (the
first wooden chest) measured 8 meters in length and 0.9 meters in width. Various objects, one
stone pillow, six Rikkas, four stone axe-heads and two stone sickles that are all copies in
talc, two iron hoe-heads, one iron sickle, two iron axe-heads, two single-edged swords, one
copper bracelet, three talc magatamas, 23 glass beads were found. As most of them
concentrated the eastern side, it seems that a corpse has been laid his head to the east. The
other one (the second wooden chest) differs from the longer one in structure. Namely a small
quantity of clay is used for stabilizing the wooden chest. The relics of the second wooden
chest were scantier in kind than those of the first one. One iron hoe-head and one iron sickle
were west of the chest. In the western part there were a various kinds of necklace (two
magatamas, six kudatamas, 53 glass beads). One double-edged sword was discovered in the
east. From the arrangement of the relics, it seems that a corpse has been laid his head to the
‘west.

The dry moat shows an aspect as if it had cut a ridge, and it doesn't surround the tomb.
North of the southern dry moat has been dug more deeply and more widely. From the bottom
of this part earthen-wares were discovered. It seems that these had been offered.

From relics of the wooden chest and earthen-wares in the dry moat, we can recognize
that the features of the tumuli and those artifacts dated to be about the Middle 5th century
A D.
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