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Summary

Tsunematsu-Sugata site (HHEFMEER) is the wetland one which is located on the valley
plain spreading out at the junction of Mizuho Valley and Hogi Valley in the Tottori City, Tottori
Prefecture, Japan. On the valley plain the first figures that people was active on the slight highlands
and those of the outskirts intermittently can well recognize after the Latter Stage of Jomon Period.

In the research of Tsunematsu-Sugata site (Area 1) excavated in 2014, it came to light that
Palaeo-valley had occupied at this area on a large scale for around 1,200 years since the Latter
Stage of Jomon Period. This means, from the archaeological aspects, both valley and slight highland
make the landscape from which is clearly different compared with the one of Area 2 in this site.

There are few traces of human activities during Yayoi and Kohun Period at this area. However,
it is highly likely to be the existence of settlement in the vicinity of Area 1 because there are
an evidence such as a pit-dwelling and earthen pits are scattered on the slight highlands besides
wooden materials for embedded-pillar buildings measured no less than 3 metres in length were
uncovered from the valley,

After this valley was filled with sediments by the end of 7th century, more than 950 efligies used
in purification rites in the river as s subsistence for god or person, which consists of mainly human-
shaped (Hitogata A JE) and horse-shaped (Umagata & ) effigies in addition to many effigies in
the shape of a pointed board (Igushi E#). Concentration of their distribution in the river let us
recognize the scene of rites (RitsuryoSaishi fit47#5#t) in situ. Moreover, characieristics of potteries
and effigies can ensure that there is little time-lag between Nara, which was the capital in those
days. and Inaba (Eastern Tottori) province in terms of the spread of official rites.

Tsunematsu-Sugata site can be placed, through the fruitful archaeological excavations for 2 years,
not as central place in the settlement at any period but characterised as one where it is used for
bead-making and rite, which can be said to be generally secondary elements in daily life. This would
be caused by the geographical features (Palaeolandscape), in other words, valley and the ourskirts

of slight highlands in which are hardly suitable for daily and permanent living. (N, Mizumura)
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