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Summary

Nyu sites are located in Oita City, Oita Prefecture, northeast Kytshi. They are situated
it latitude N33" and longitude E1317. The Ono river runs to the west side of the sites
Beppu Bay. There is a deltaic plateau called “Nyu” near the mouth of the One river,
side of the plateau is five kilometers long and its north side is four kilometers long.
the platesu, many sites and stone tools were found. In around 1960, a discussion arose
jut whether those stone tools which included choppers, chopping-tools, and proto-bifaces
possibly belonged to the Lower Paleolithic Age in Eurasia. In order to make this point
The Japan Institute of Paleological Studies (The Paleological Association of Japan,
Kyoto) began to research in 48 localities divided in 14 sections. The researches were
d six Limes from 1962 to 1967. The results were published in four reports listed below:
The Research Committee of the Paleolithic Culture of Japan: Nyw Sites——Preliminary
o the Excavations of the Primewal Sites on the Nyu Platean, Oite Prefectwe, on the East
of Kysht (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc., Osaka, Kyoto, 1964, in Japanese)
The Research Committee of the Paleolithic Culture of Japan: Nw Sites—Preliminary
on the Excavations of the Primewal Sites on the Ny Platean, Oita Prefecture, o the East
of Kfishit, the Third Seasm (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc., Osaka, Kyoto,
, in Japanese)

The Research Committee of the Paleoli
on the Excavations of the Primeval Sites on the Nyw Platea, Oita Prefecture, m lhe East
of Kyushit,the Fourth Seasan (The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc.. Csaka. Kyoto,

; in Japanese)

ic Culture of Japan: Ny Sites——Preliminary

La Commission de recherches de la culture paléolithique du Japon: Les stations de
Les fouilles des sialions primordiales swr le platean de Nyn dans la prefectwre d*Oita,
% la cile est de Kyoshit (Association paléologique du Japon, Kyoto, 1968, in Japanese with

French summary)

The existence of a Japanese Pleistocene culture was confirmed at the Iwajuku site, in central

an, for the first time in 1949, Until then, the Omori (or Jomon) Age (equivalent to the

lithic Age) was considered Lo be both a few thousands years old at the most and the
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oldest in Japanese history. The Nyu sites became one of the main points of concern

Japanese archaeologists ten years later when the Iwajuku site and many other sites of
same period were found cverywhere in Japan. At that time, it became a generally ace]
opinion that these sites belonged to the age equivalent to the Upper Paleolithic Age in E
As the Upper Paleolithic culture became evident, some rescarchers began to have
desire for finding the Lower or Middle Paleolithic culture. This has been the backgrouns
the researches conducted at the Nyu sites from 1962,
The excavators summarized their six researches in four reports listed above as foll
1) Most deposits of the 48 localities researched in were found to be in bad conditions b
some stone tools were mixed up with those of the Omori Age or later (including the Net
Age. the Bronze Age, and the ron Age). Therefore. it was impossible Lo determing
exact age they stratigraphically belonged to,
2) However, some stone tools were cxcavated in situ at the following four localities:
3-B. 9-B. and 10-A (cf. Chapter 2. Sections 3, 12, 20 and 22; Chapter 3, Sed
Following a stratigraphical point of view, these stone tools consisted mainly of chop]
chopping-tools,and proto-bifaces belonging to the Middle-Riss Inter-Glacial Period,
3) Setting the Lower Paleolithic Age as the first stage, the six cultural stages were
up to the Upper Paleolithic Age. These cultural stages were determined based upon an ol

judgement of typology and a comparative study of terraces,
n

The excavations' results and analyses of the Nyu sites wero introduced abroad as will
counterarguments were brought forth against them mostly from Japanese researchers. Follg
are the two points at issue:

1) There were very few stone tools found in sifw from certain layers. Mareover, they

unretouched pebbles so that data themselves were not reliable. Also, the layers cons

of secondary deposits not primary.

2) From a typological point of view, it is possible to conclude that these stone tooki

i situ belong to the Omori Age or later. A partially polished axeshaped tool testi

this, Researchers have been arguing about the Nyu sites, however, a conclusion hay

yel been reached. (this is referred to as the "Nyu Jssue”)
N

g

The purpose of this report is to make clear those points which have been argued. F

are the three steps undertaken to reexamine the stone tools of the Nyu sites:
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m The previous four reports were written preliminarily and they introduced mainly heavy-duty
5. Besides, the stone tools were not analyzed thoroughly and objectively. Thus, the first
here is to make a Final report .

In the final report, we mainly reexamine the stone industry of locality 1-B North which
reported in the preliminary report to belong to the Lower Paleolithic Age in Burasia.
In addition, we archacologically reexamine all stone tools which were reported 1o hive boen
oxcavated in sitw.

3) We adopted a study group method Lo reconsider the Japanese primeval culture from

ortheast Asian point of view. Accordingly. six researchers from six different fields of

ies which were (Russian, Chinese, Korean, Kyishi, Honshi, and methodology), joined
¢ project. Then, we procceded to analyze the data objectively reconsidering the old analyses
with their limited data and limited point of views. (cf. Part 2; a translation is attached

i each section)

his time, we have been ing from an hacological point of view. Geological
mination needs a certain amount of field study, however, from the actual results of

t rescarches it is difficult to rediscover the localities where the stone Lools were excavated

v

e are five groups of stone tools in locality 1-B:

Heavy-duty tools consist of axoshaped tools, and five of them are partially polished
imens (Fig.7t037).

| Heavy-duty tools consist of choppers, chopping-tools and cores (Fig. 52to59).

£) Flake tools consist of flakes including a backed-blade (Fig, 60L069).

| Flake tools mainly consist of small chert flake tools (Fig. 70and71).

Inke Lools consist of andesite and obsidian [lakes including an arrowhead,

& index tool of group C is a backed-blade and mainly consist of flakes. Their technical
& prove that group C belongs to the middle stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age. Judging
‘the chronological tendency in choosing a material, group D belongs to the earlier (mori
 Group E also belongs to the Omori Age since it contains arrowheads, Therefore, there
eral groups of stone tools of different chronological stages. Among the stone tools
the Nyu sites, those related to the "Nyu Issue” are in found group A and group B. Here,
Shall examine them one by one.

¢ tools of group A are divided into 8 sub-groups from their material features and

ndary retouches (Fig. 74). Their materials vary from rounded pebbles to large flakes. At
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the point of processing method, some stone Lools are retouched partially at the ed
some are retouched carefully on both sides. Are there any different kinds of stone
these 8 subgroups. or is it only one kind with morphological differences? Besides the vas
of their materials and the secondary retouches, we point out the following features cg
to all stone tools:
1) Although there are some morphological differences, a common intention to sharpen Wt
edges is seen in all sub-groups.
9) There are some polished ones among the axe-shaped tools. However, it is comum -'L
in different kinds of stone tools rather than in one kind only.
3) Other than polished traces, the same kind of damages [rom use are found in all sub
From these points, we consider that the stone tools of the 8 sub-groups are essenti
same kind. They were divided into 8 sub-groups because of their differences in mats
processes, damages, or resharpings. Thus, we conclude that they are axe-shaped tools pdl
polished at the edges although they were considered choppers or proto-bifaces when th
first discovered.
Group B belongs Lo the stone industry which includes choppers and chopping-tools

whole, they were also idered the chopp ing-tool industry at the time of

discovery. It was one of the reasons why the Nyu sites were considered remarkable.

industry.

Now, we shall discuss the appropriate age of groups A and B. There are two possibl
in which axesshaped tools including edge polished ones of group A may belong to: the g
(Omori Age, and the early stage of the Upper lwajuku Age. ‘Therefore, stone tools with pdl
technique first appeared 30,000 years ago. They disappeared for a long time, then
in the Incipient Omori Age to remain afterwards. Both axeshaped tools of the Uppe
Age and axes of the Incipient Omori Age are part lly polished at the edges, bul tH
definitely differont, While stone tools of the lwajuku Age were mainly retouched on o
bifacial specimens found in the Omori Age were advance in shaping. Thus, we col it
the axeshaped tools of group A belong to the early stage of the Upper Twajuku Ag

Secondly, we shall also examine the appropriate age of the heavy-duty tools of

In Japan, it is widely known that heavy-duty toals are often excavated along with axs
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oup B belong to either of them. It is most rational to conclude that they belong to the

Iwajuku Age as well as group A, since no micro-blade industry was discovered in locality

During the preliminary researches, excavators claimed Lhat stone tools of four localities
ot back to the MiddleRiss InterGlacial Age. Following is a list of the localities, with their
ive geological stratum and excavated specimens:

1] Locality 1-B North: yellowish brown clay just above the Nyu mud stratum: 3 choppers,
2) Locality 3-B: the gravel stratum of the upper portion of the Nyu mud: a heavy-duty
raper.

Locality 3-B: the brown gravel stratum: an angle graver,

3) Locality 4-B: the upper portion of Nyu mud: a chopping-tool.

Loeality 10-A: the Shimura gravel stratum just below the Nyu mud; a chopper.

Ve shall ize the i ination results as follows: (for a geological

eription, seo the preliminary synthetic report published in 1968)

U Three specimens from locality 1-B North are respectively axeshaped tools (type 1 and
and the other is unclassified yet (type 7 or core). The archaeological age of these stone
s are as mentioned above,

#) Unfortunately, we have to admit that the heavy-duly scraper in 8-B is nothing but a
matural object. Also, the chert angle graver is what is called a “Pisce d' Esquilles™ (Fig.
#-Mo249) . and there is no evidence of rolling in the thin edge. After all, dating from
8 single specimen is difficult.

8) The chopping-Lool in locality 9-B is a fine grained rhyolite: and & large flake scar on
£ side is a platform and a scar on the other side is flaking faces, thus the chopping-tool
4.4 longitudinal flake core which belongs to the Upper Iwajuku Age.

| We did not have the chance to examine the chopper in 10-A. Judging from the photograph
the figure, it is an artifact.

Accardingly, nothing among the stone tools excavated in sifu positively proved the existence
lcultural layers of the Lower Iwajuku (Paleolithic) Age. Two examples still to be examined
Bithe specimens of 10-A: one has not yet been confirmed because of the owner's death,

'um other is a Pigce d' Esquille which is impossible to date from itsell alone(3—B).
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In spite of & heated discussions over the “Nyu Issue” and an ensuing long silendd
reexamination results carried out after more than 30 years are not sensational. What i§
learned from those results might be a complete freedom from the old-fashioned de
Mavius who considered the Lower Paleolithic culture in Northeast Asia to be a chopper/cid

tool culture. who devoted t Ives to solving the "Nyu Issue” were
in the study of the Iwajuku Age. For them. study methods and theories of Europe and
were respectable and inviolable, and the “Nyu lssue” has been a product of such
trends in the past. Today, the studies on the Iwajuku Age in Japan are progressing
and are now tracing the transition of industries back from 200,000 to 300,000

The time has come for the archacologists in Northeast Asia to draw their awn pictd
the Paleolithic Age.

Finally. here is an overall evaluation of the other localities which were not directiyd
to the “Nyu lssue”. All of them belong to the Upper Iwajuku Age. The Upper Iwajul
of Kyisha is divided into five phases: the incipient stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age
phase), the early stage of the Upper lwajuku Age (second phase), the middle sta
Upper Iwajuku Age (third phase). the late stage of the Upper Iwajuku Age (fourth'p
and the Final Iwajuku Age (fifth phase). The first four phases are the backed-blade ind
while the fifth phase is the micro-blade industry.

A widely distributed volcanic ash called “Aira-Tanzawa (AT)" (c. 21,000 B.C)
from Kyasha through Honshi is well known in Japan as it is the key bed that d
sopond phase from the third one. The index tools of each phase is as follows: an axed
tool with a polished edge and a trapeze (first phase). backed-blade and & trapeze |
phase}, a backed-blade, & trapeze, a stemmed spearhead, and a trihedral spear (thind
a backed-blade and a trapeze (fourth phase), and a micro-blade (Fifth phase).

Thus, the stone tools in locality 1-B North which are at the heart of the “Nyu [ss
Lo the first phase as well as localities 1-D and 14-C. The number of localities which
Lo the third phase is the mast among all the localities on the Nyu plateau. (see Te

for the age of each locality)

NOTES

1) LirorGounsan. Andrs et al.. La Préhistoire (Paris, 1968).
TkawaSurmn. Fusiko (ed.), Early Paleolithic in South and Easl Asia (Chicago. 1978}
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ns. C. and T. Hiuewn, Prehistory of Japan (New York, 1982).

remmiko, A T1, feacasar Mo (HosocnGupex, 1984).

Here we call axelike stone tools of the Iwajuku Age “axeshaped tools” even though those
'of the Omori Age are called “axes”, This is because the latter proved Lo be used to cut trees

while the former have not been yet examined,

We consider that the “Iwajuku Age” is most approprinte Lo describe the age equivalent to
[the Paleolithic Age in Eurasia. Also. terms like “Paleolithic Age”, and "Pro-Ceramic Age” are
frequently used for the Paleolithic Age in Evurasia, Omori (Jomon) Age is used for the period
following the Iwajuku Age. Today, the term “Neolithic Age” is hardly used.
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A) The Purpose and Method of the Study Group
on the Nyu Sites

perspective.
Following are the main criteria each researcher has Lo consider:
1) To check if there is any stone industry in Northeast Asia comparable to thel
1-B North of the Nyu sites.
2) To make clear the prosperity and decline of the heavy-duty tools like choppes

3) To trace the oldest stage of the polished tools in relation Lo the edge-poli

aped tools of locality 1-B North.
1) Since Movius, a widely accepted opinion has been that the Lower Paleolithic
in Bast Asia is the chopper/chopping-tool culture, To see whether it is based up
ble data, or does it need to be reexamine in & new light.
5) To pay careful attention to methodology of the stone tools analysis besides|
nition of the Lower Paleolithic Age of East Asia. To discuss the methods of an
y reviewing the stone tools of locality 1-B North,
In this study group, there will be opposite opinions about the results of the pral
y reports. Discussions on the subject need to be continued as researches progress i
Japan and abroad. Finally, wo believe that the publication of this book will e

rther researches.
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