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INTRODUCTION

It is my pleasure to have an opportunity Lo wrile an introduction for the study of Nyi
sites, Qita Prefecture, after passing almost 30 years since the excavation began.

The Paleological Association of Japan, Inc. has executed the excavation of the Nya sites
from 1962 to 1967 with the cooperations of eminent scholars in Japan, and preliminary reports
were published every year. Since then the study of the finds always had been our main concern,
and researchers of the Institute of Paleological Studies (former Heian Museum of Ancient
History) continued the study on the Iwajuku (paleolithic) culture of Japan, Nevertheless, the
study on the Nya sites did not see much progress. The reasons for it were: 1) Study on the
paleolithic culture of Japan was still in its early stage and country-wide figure was obseure,
2) other sites that yield similar artifacts (so-called proto-handaxe) were not found.

During recent 20 years, the study on the Iwajuku culture has seen remarkable progress and
the first problem has been already resolved, but the second problem is still an obstruction.
However, having been aided a vast amount of funds by the Ministry of Education and

accomplishing large scale i with the participation of so many researchers, we could

no longer delay the publications of the researches.

We decided to publish a reexamination of the finds by selected researchers with assistant
professor Cuoul Suzuki as leader. We would like to express our deep gratitude for those able
researchers of Iwajuku culture who kindly participated in our project, gathered and made
discussions at Kyoto for several times, Those are: Awma Omikasa, HipEaki Kimura, MasatosHi
Sacawa, TosHiki Takeoka, and Masanosu TacuiBanA. Also we feel honoured to have Huanc
Wemwen (#103) of the Institute of Vertebrate Paleontolgy and Paleoanthropology of Academia
Sinica of China as & co-researcher.

The first part is, so to say, the final report of the excavations, written by the members
of the second section of the Institute. In the second part, seven researchers contribute studies
on early paleolithic cultures of each district in the world with the finds of the Ny sites on
mind. As the problems of the Nyo sites are so complicated that we cannot say this publication
would be the solution, but it is surely a new step towards the elucidation of the problems.
We shall keep our interest on these finds, and intend to contribute for the study of Twajuku
culture.

We would like to thank for all who participated in the research, and to express our regret
over those who died during past thirty years. Especially we feel sorry not being able to show



this publication to Mr. SHun-csi NakaMURa, the first finder of the sites. During the six years
of excavation, we were met by courtesy of Wararu Ora, Nosuo Kivouara, Masao Kacawa,
Takasht Tomiku, Akiko Nomura and by the educational board of (ita Prefecture. Their
contributions are gratefully appreciated.

Bun-gr Tsunopa

general director of the Paleological Association
of Japan, Inc.
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