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The Nara Capital and Palace MaraDlacional Reyearcls Tntitate fir Cultuil Broperticy

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamacokoriyama. p

Designed afeer the Tang Chinese capital of Changan, ) 2
4

it was built with broad and narraw strocts forming a grid.
With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed ‘ :
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate t the south, : 8
to Suzakumon gate, the main entry 1o the palace by Suzaku avenue, 75 merers i 8
wide and lined with willow and pagoda tres. Sreses - "
“The population is estimated at approximately 100,000, iRy X 11
and as manyas 6,500 bureaucrats were held to wark at the Nara palace:
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Greetings

“The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties was es-
blished in 1952 as an affiliated organization of the Commission for the
Protection of Culrural Properties, a. predecessor of the Agency for Culrural
Affairs, 10 conduct comprehensive research on cultural properties with
specialists from a varicty of disciplines direcily engaging with actual mate-
rials in the cultural tressure house that s Nara, for the purposc of making
the results useful for the administration of cultural properties pratection.

When firs esiablished. the Instinute mainly cartied out comprehensive
surveys of the great temples of Ancient Nara, but s the wave of develop-
ment bore down upon the region in conjunction with Japan' high eco-
nomic growth, in response to issues of preserying the Heijo and Fujiwara
Palace sites dating from the formative period of the ancient stare, surveying
and researching those capitals became its main dury. The Division of Heijo
Pilice Site Investigarions was csrablished in 1963, followsd by the Divi-
sion of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations in 1973, and further, the
Centerfor Archacological Operarions was set up in 1974 to deal with bur-
ied cultural propertics issues stemming from national land develapment,
and the Asuka Historical Museum opened in 1975 based on a Cabiner
decision regarding the preservation of Asuka region.

Subscquently, duc to administrative and fiscal reforms, the Instirute was
micrged in 2001 with the Tokyo Rescarch Instimre for Culrural Proper-
ties to form the Narional Research Instivute for Cultural Properties, an
Independent Administrative Institution, which further joined with the
national museums in 2007 1o form the National anm-u for Culrural
Heritage, ! structure which

A iicig, cosubichon ok dhi Diepartmenit o Platiulog i Otiosdinss
tion, Cultural Heritage, and Imperial tes Investigations, the Cen-
ter for Archacological Operations, the Deparrment of Rescarch Support
and Promotion which serves as its administrative office, and the Asuka
Historical Museum as an exbibition fciliy, the Instivure engages in

yand igations of cultural properties, be-
ginning with the excavaions of the Heijo, Asuka, and Fufiwara Palace
sites, and research on marters such as the preservation and conservation of
cultural properties, and their management and utilization,

The results of these acrivities contribute greardy both dometically and
abroad o cultural propertics rescarch, academic exchanges, and inter-
national assistance, achieving successes in joint research and various ex-
change projects with multiple countries such as China and Korea, o that
the Institute is well known in Japan and inwerationally by its nickname
“Nabunken.

Further, the Institute is actively promoting the development of new
research methods and investigarive wehniques, the maining of culrurl
properties personnel in regional public organizations and rescarchers from
by and the public broadcasting of information related o cultural
propertics.

In addition, along with providing relef for culiural properiics afficrod
by disaster, such as engaging in rescue effors for movable cultural prop-
erties damaged in Jarge-scale caraserophes such as the Geear East Japan
Earthquake and the Kumamoto Earthquakes, or investigating the state of
damage and examining counrermeasures for decorared tombs thar have
suffered serious injury. in collaboration with the Cultural Herirage Disas-
ter Risk Management Center set up in 2020 within the National Instinutes
for Cultral Heritage, Nabunken is engaged in cultural properties disaster
risk mitigation mom

In the future, h multidiscipli h h
culural propertics, Nabunken hopes hdp clarify the formative process
and special characteristics of Japanese culture, and broadcast domestically
and abroad the wonders of our nation’s history and traditional culrure. 1
respectfully ask for everyone’s continuing warm suppart and cooperation

in this regard,

Independent Administrative Institution National Institutes
for Culrural Herirage

Nara National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties
MOTONAKA Makoto, Director General
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties is an
i committed to

ive research on cultural heritage.

Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” {southem capiwal),
and because a wealth of ancient architeceure and historical works of art
survives, researching these marerials in comprehensive fashion was the
reason for the Instirure’s establishment. Subscquendy, rriggered by the
question of the Nara palace sitel preservation from the 19605 the Insti-

tute has advanced full-scale excavarion and research of palaces and other
remains at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara districrs. The resuls of
these efforts have been urilized both domestically and internationally
in rescarch and in academic exchanges regarding the development of
ancient capitals.

Also, efforts have been facused on protecting precious sites and ar-
tificrs throughout Japan and across the world, and on_ research related
to the preservation, conservation, and management of cultural proper-

ties, which serves as the basis for urilization of these marerials.

In addition. training programs for cultural properties specialists ar
regional public organizations and for researchers from abroad, and
joint research with foreign and domestic institutes have been carried
out in abundance.

Further, disseminating volumes of diverse informarion about cul-
tural properties through a variery of databases available on the Inrerne,
and by publicly displaying rescarch and excavation results at the Nara
Palace Site Museum, Fujiwara Palace Site Museurn, and Asuka Histori-
il Muscum, are vital tasks for the Institute.

Recently, cultural propertics are being damaged almost yearly by
major carthquakes and floods. The Institute is accardingly providing
relief for these afflicted cultural properrics, such as the reseue of dam.:
aged heritage, and surveys of the harm and considerations of counter-
ke tombs with decorated stonc chambers thar have
age to their mounds and are at risk of collapse.
From 2020, we are actively working on disaster prevention for cultural
properties in cooperation with the Cultural Herirage Disaster Risk
Management Center, a 1 of the National Institutes for Coltural

mieasures for sire:

suffered severe dan

Heritage, with its administrative office set up within the Institute.
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Conducting comprshensive
cultural heritage research
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National

Commission for Protection of Culrural Propercics, the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view to

conducting research on cultural properties. Ac the time of its in-

ception, the Institute was composed thee 1 divisions, spe-
seneral Af-
1 of preserving the Nara
on of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations in 1963, and the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara

well as a €

cializing in art, architecture, and history,
fairs Division. Subsequently, the probl

palace site led to the inception of the D

Palace Sire Investigarions in 1973. The Asuka Historical Museum

was also est:

blished in 1973, prompred by a Cabinet resalution

made in 1970 as part of the government's efforts to preserve the
cultural propertics of the Asuka area. Further, as one measure to
cope with problems of buried cultural prope from

al Op-

resulti

infrastructure development, the Center for Archaeologi

erations was established in 1974.
Subsequently, biscd on the Japanese Governmens policies of

ve reform and reorganization, national research in-

stitures belonging 10 government ministrics and agenciss were

regrouped, and the National Research Instttes for Culoural

Properties in Tokyo and Nara were integrated as branches of the
Independent Adminiscrative Institution in April 2001, Further,
in April 2007, the Nara Narional Rescarch Institute for Cultur-
al Properties became one unit of the Independent Administra-

tive Instirution National Institute for Cultural Heritage, created

through a merger with the Independent Administraive Institu-

tion, National Museums. Also, in 2020, the administrative of-

fice of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk Mar it Center,

a division of the National Institutes for Cultural Heritage, was set
up within the Institure, and the Instirure is acively collaboraring
with the Center on disaster prevention for culmural properties.

In the midst of these developments, former Director MATSU-

s and

Makow

MURA Keiji retired in 2021 after a long service of 9
6 months in leading the Institute, and MOTONAK/
assumed office as the new Director.
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W April 1952
The lnsrs blish
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, with a General AF-
fuirs Division, Historical Research Division, Architeceure Research Di
vision, and Art Research Division, at 50 Kasugana-cho, Nara.

d as an auiliary of the National

W1954F “EEHI29EET B
0% BT S AR W FET & B

W July 1954
The Institure was officially named the Nara National Culwral Properties
Rescarch Institure.

W1960 £ FEHIBEI0R
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W October 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the former
Nara palace sice in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara,

W19E35F - ERAIIBEA T
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B April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigarions was established.

W1968 £ - FEHI43E6R
AL AR e Lo BRME &5

W June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Instieuce under
its conrrol.

W1970F “BEHI45E AR
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M April 1970

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

e mwsaﬁ
Fo

W April 1873

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Sire Investigarions and the Asu-
ka Historical Mu blished. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-
tion was also established.

um were e
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W April 1974
The Deparment of General Affairs and the Center for

Archacological Operacions were established.

W19755 - [EHI50EIR
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WMarch 1975
The Asuka Historical Museurn opened ar Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecrure.
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W April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred 1o the Research Center for Bud-
dhvise Are, of the Nara National Museum.
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W April 1880
“The Institute relocated o Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archacological Operations were
integrared into the Institute.
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WAugust 1988

A new headquarers building was buile for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations ar 94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.

W2001 g 135F 4R
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B April 2001
The National Research Insdiure for Cultural Properties, Nara, was
granted the status of independent administraive institution,

W20076F AL 19648
B ATE A R PR
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W April 2007
It became the Independent Administrative Insticurion National Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Institue for Cul-
tural Properties.

W2018FF FRE0FEER
T G LR T

W June 2018
“The ceremany was held for the completion of the Instinure’s main officc
building.

W20205 - SH2E0AR
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mOctober 2020

The administrative office of the Cultural Heritage Disaster Risk
1 Center, an organizational part of the National Insti-

tuites for Cultural Heritage, was st up wichin the Insticute.




M2, 4 RO R R
FIZMD LW FZ >V TRAMI

BT e R
il . W

HamtEsTwEd, T4, TEHRE
W % WAL O BENY 7 B ’Wir’iﬂh‘)

W - RAAEIZS S, B -
R AR VEA YIS
REMELTVES, LLTHEBILI 6
B - ¥ b7 R o) B R [
www\f«mﬂ 18 > A Miie [T
DN b TO—HATT,

IHLOPRLRITT O, UTOMWREET
EHEHLTOET

ﬁ‘\\h.ﬁi?"%’,liiftm EUE AT (SR L2
LD WA OB R L 0 &
bh' B4 E e ORI A SR
OREDE EITIZ20iTwEd, i, HEC
Wl [Fxifasfl omkbsZ
hoTwid

AL RIS, SO F— ¥ ~— A
AFLOBERALE P L E LS ITLEMIIWT
LB LU AU - SR, WSRO
Az izl E+. i miNH B4 FiE
b LTvE T

PR ER I, Aoyt oBOLL
Ty s L o SR E M A Lk
Hiz, WHT TRk T 7 OELA~OHH.
s L URES T AEER LT

BRfmiE I, PR R o R o Fk
s, SR OBREM IO Il R0 SR
L R T

WEEBILESLE

EORBICHOTVET

H LI A % AR I BV T
L5 ThoxfEEToslrd
b2 FHHOREIZ b b

Department of Planning and Coordination

The Deparement of Pla dination is responsit

ation of research

for the comprehensive plann
Jated projects conducted by the Nara National Research Institu
for Cultural Properties, and for promoting public urilization of

the results, In addidion, it fosters the collection and dissemination

tional center for research related to culral
properties conservation, and provides expert cooperation and ad-

nd regional public instirutions while ako coor-

inating join esearc projects with them. The cooperaton fur-
Affair's project

atsuzuka and

ﬁ]rprrwn-‘mg i utlizing the murals of the Ta
Kirora tombs, as well as for the Nara Palace Site Historical Park’s
guidance facility, Heijokyu Izanai
For the e
dutie
The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for

kan, is one good example,
15, the Department divides its

cu

the following five Sections,

the planning and coordinarion of training programs for culwral
properties personnel and others, thereby linking the Institute’s
research results with improvements in the level of archacologi-
ions and cultural properties conservation conducted by

cal excava

regional governmentsand ocher organizations throughout the na-

tion. Also

n recent years, the Section is editing the peer-reviewed
journal, Niabuunken ronso : papers of Nava National Research Iusti-
tute for Cultural Propertics.

The Data and Inform
Institure’s dat

n Section maintains and enhances the

base system, and gathers, mainains, and provides

data and materials related to cultural properties ta all levels of
people domestically and abroad. It is also promoting the multi-

lingualiza of the Institure.
As the Institute’s i
joint research with Ch

, along with planning
; mational Coopera-
1 operates and manages academic exchanges, technical
vd cooperation with the various countries of Southeast
and Central Asia.

The Exhibition Section distributes the results of Institure re-
search 1o the public and explores new methods of exhibition,
principally through enriching the exhibitions ar facilities such as
the Nara i\ﬂ.u: \nc Museum.
an, along with raking photographs re-
lated to the re: ln.h .munmnl department of the Institute,
is involved in the production, management, and development of
new technology for photographs related to cultural properties.

BrREEE EWMEERORRER
Exhibition Section: Work on a Winter Planned Exhibit
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections, the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Culwural
Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Sections, through
which it conducts specialized and comprehensive rescarch with

regard 1o cultural materials such as historical documents and

other written materials, historic structures and groups of tradi-
tional buildings, culrural landscapes, and archacological sites and
historic gardens.

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the rescarch of

historical documents such as books and other written marerials.

For historical documents, catalogs and photographic records are

being made at its principle venues of research, namely Kofukuji,
Yakushiji, and other major temples in Nara and around the Kinki

region, and it promotes the publication of these works.

The Archiwctural History Section conducts research on archi-

rectural heritage through investigations of various types of

structures as well as through analyses of excavated Fearures

also collects, organizes, and publicizes marerials related o historic
seeuctures and groups of traditional buildings.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for
theie protection in 2004, and also collects and organizes infor-
mation on cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic

and forcign fields of view

The Sites Management Research Section conducts research for
planning and management projects for the proper administration

and conservation of every variety of heritage site. It also carries

out research related to the history of Japanese gandens and for

their conservation and restoration

ILEVEARE - HUTRAL (RBNLT) O
Architactural History Secion: Investigation at Matsua Shrine
(Matsua City, Shimane Prefacture)
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijd Division)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijd

Division) is engaged in research on the Nara capital site and tem-

ples, with the Nara palace site. a designated Special Histori
inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List

The Nara capital was built following the Fujiwara capital as
Jap

regular street grid. In contrast to Fujiwara, which was abandoned

s its main field.

vs second full-scale Chinese-style capital city laid out on a

after a short period, the Nara capiral funcrioned as a genuine capi-
tal over a 75-year span, from 710 to 784, Without doubr, this is
the period when Japan fully emerged as a state based on ritsuryé
(codified faw).

During excavations, in addition o discovering features of
buildings and other structures, beginning with mobkan (wooden
documents) an abundance of artifacts such as poteery and roof
tiles used by peaple of the time are recovered. Artifacts are espe-
cially diverse ar the Nara palace site, where the Imperial palace
and government offices concentrate, and for this reason it is called
a “subterranean rreasure house.” We believe our mission is to ac-

cumulate steadily the resules of derailed research on these arti-

facts and features, clarifying thereby the manner in which Japan

matured as an ancient stae, and disseminate the output in casily

understandable form to society at large.

DEREBZNSALETHRBESH. FNZ. BWOE0E0

Excavation in the eastem section of tha Nara Palace: Detection of a large embedded-pillar buikding regarded as tha main
hall of the domicila for emparors, crown princas, and so forth. Tha photo was taken with pacple standing at the locations.

af 50 pillars of the structurs (from the northeast).
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations
(Asuka/Fujiwara Division)

‘The Asuka/Eujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from
the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara and a portion of

Sakurai City, was the historic setting for the emergence of the
ancient Japanese state, and served as the political, economic, and
cultural center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the

cighth cenmurics. Even roday a variety of archacological remains

lic dormant beneath the ground, including imperial palaces and
the residences of elite families, the sites of remples including Asu-
kadera, the oldest cloistered Buddhist remple in Japan, plus the
carthen podium of a water clock, the remains of tombs, and a
workshop complex for the production of craft items. Ao, in the
northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a
rectangular grid spreading out five kilometers on a side around
the Fujiwara palace, locared at the center of the capial and con-
taining the emperors residence, along with halls where ceremo-
nies of state were conducred.

Ar the Asuka/Fujiwara Division, through the excavarion of
these sites, interdisciplinary investigarions are conducted with
o

state, In addition to making these results widely available through

m of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the ancient

public viewings and guided visits at excavations, publication of
research results, and exhibitions ac the Fujiwara Palace Site Mu-
seum, the Division is also dealing with the preservation of these

sites and their public utilization,

B AR I -

AHRHLNTAERRTEBLERY DEAERHLE (EENS).
Investigation of the Fujiwara Palace Imparial Audience Hall Compound: A podium connacting with the rear portion of the
cloister on the northem side of the Imparial Audience Hall was detected (from the northwest)
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Center for Archaeological Operations

Along with conducting practical research regarding investiga-
tive methods for cultural propertics, the Center for Archacologi-
cal Operations spreads this technology through trainir
providing advice and cooperation.

. and by

The Conservation Science Scction carries out investigations

and research regarding the preservation of cultural properties, and

conduces practical research to develop techniques for the preser-
vation and restoration of excavared irems based on their materi-
als and structure, and for elucidating the mechanisms of their
deterioration;

‘The Environmental Archaeology Section carries out investiga-

tions and research aimed at establishing re

h methodologies
regarding the reconstruction of past environments. It also contin-

ues to carry out the collectian, and making publicly accessible, of

specimens that are the basis of this research.

The Dating Section conducts rescarch on the application of
dendrochronology ro the fields of archacology, history, and the
histories of art and archirecrure.

The Archacolog
and makes publicly accessible databases on archacological sites
arch based
r investigat-

il Research Methodology Section compiles

and traces of past natural disasters, and conducts re

on geological data and so forth on the technology
ing cultural propertics as well as for the surveying and prospec-
tion of archacological sites, in order to enhance the quality of site

and rescarch, and the efficiency of archacological

excavarion, throughout Japan.
In addition, the
and results in periodic fashion through the CAO NEWS,

ter is publishing the latest research ropics

- WERGHAE | RERERSANOUAV ICE H=RTHN

Research

Section: 3-D

with i d

vehicles of the Tsukawara lamb group in Kumamoto City



tRFUsciRHEERR

DR R ik, WRoei o A AL B 13
Lok LT, %Y B oL L MR
W HElY - BREDNY BT D 0 ORI &
LR ST . #BER, HEENR, WF
PERMD S0, FHURH - £ ¥ — Eomn
AR O L MIEIRR. WHE. BRARY
% Mt R e+ 5
Wiy

oy, WE - DIV A b, Ml
¥.OLHSC, BUEMIZI, RERZEN & BT
%, fbry. & Bk, FHE» 0B H
BYEIZ L YR iR T AL,

M, AL YR O MR -
A5 & UFBh SEH L.

DO EE - AT
WP - B - A P HETTEO
Al 2350 B L (RO I . I

LA b S R b LA

BAe, RpfRToMEfER R REToHE
B bl S, ks, MAEMREROR
T — A= VIZ L B, FRUILM IR
B O ACHRE - AR - HEPRHER -
RS MRS 257 -7 ¢ THBOE
BIhoTuET

-]

ATEOMR (2018E£3 AR
Exterior view of the offica building (completed March 2018)

Department of Research Support and
Promotion

The Department of Research Support and Promotion has been
put together as a managerial organization to conduct the opera-

tions of the Institute, and enable each research division to realize

the positive and motivared performance of irs distincrive investi-

gative and research activities. Comprised of the Administrative,
Collaborative Promotion, and Research Support Divisions, it car-
ries out the vital function of promoring in smooth and positive
fashion the rasks of investigative rescarch, rraining, exhibition,
the basis of firm links with each

and public presentarion, erc.,
research division and center.
The Departmenc's duties consist of the management of the
administration and day-to-day operations of the Institute, of
evaluation and regulation, and of public promotion of its proj-
ects, which in concrere terms includes the managerial accounting,
gencral afirs, and publiciry for projects conducted with gavern-

ment subs

for management, research grants, and diverse
funds received from the Agency for Culrural Affairs, the Minis-
try of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, plus regional
governments, shrines, and temples, etc.; in addition, the building

engineering and maintenance work and disaster prevention mea-
sures for various facilicies including the Heijo and Fujiwara office
buildings, the Nara Palace Site Museum, and the Asuka Historical
Museum; the incernational cooperative work for cultural heritage
, Ko ambadi.

wries; and the logistics of specialist traini

and other Asian coun-

prescrvation in Chi

for culty

| properties
personnel of regional governments and other organizations,

At present, the Department conducts the spring and autumn
public lectures for broadcasting the results of the Institute’s inves-

tigations and research, the Tokyo lectie, the publication of those
research results and the dissemination of informarion through the
Institute’s website, and the management erc. of the volunteers
who provide explanations ar the Imperial Audience Hall, Suzaku

nd the Nara Palace Site Muscum of

Garde
re N,

Gare, East Pala
the Special Histor
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Research and Protection
of Cultural Properties and Heritage

The international exchange projects which the Instirute is con-
ducting are the following: (1) a joint investigation with the In-
al Sciences of the

ancient urban site of the Northern Wei capital Luayang; (2) a joint

stitute of Archeology, Chinese Academy of So

investigation with the Archacological Instinute of Henan Province,
China, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of Gyongyis (3)
a joint investigation with the Archacological Instirute of Lioning
Provinice on materials such as the artifacts from the Lamadong

cemetery related to the culture of the Former, Later, and North-

ern Yan; (4) comparative research on the form

yand processes
of development of ancient Japanese and Korean culture, and ex-
changes on excavations, with the National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Kores; (5) investigative rescarch and preserva-

tion projects with the Authority for the Protection and Ma

ment of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap on the Wstern
Top site, plus personnel development; (6) as a project entrusted
1o the Instirute by the Agency for Cultural Affairs; the transfer
of archaeol

| technology with the Nartional Museum of the
d

s (completed in fiscal 2021);

Republic of Kazakhstan regarding the research, recordi

ation of archaeolo

prese

(7) 4 technology ransfer project with the International Institute
of Central Asian Swudies of the Republic of Uzbekistan on the
scientific ) (8)
gland relating to the dis-

scarch of archacological her

{begun in 2022

joint research with several institutes in E

semination abroad of information on Ja

nese archacology; (9)
research exchanges on character image scarch systems, erc., with
Taiwan's Instituce of History and ]’1\\|n|up\\u Academia Sinica,

F 23— IVBERRYPIOT b o il PR R I SRR
State of progress of restoration work at the Cantral Shiine of Western Prasat Tap, in the Angkor site group, Cambodia
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

‘The Instirute publicly displays its research and survey results
through the Asuka Historical Museum, the Nara Palace Site Mu-
scum, and the Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace §

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes public lec-
tures at the Nara Palace Site Museum in which its researchers pres-
ent the results of their investigations and surveys, and once yearly
a public lecrure is also held in the aurumn in Tokyo aswell. In ad-
dirion, the Asuka Historical Muscum also holds events and invires
specialists, from both within the Institute and from the outside, to
give lectures in association with special exhibitions of the museum.

Ar excav,

ions it conducts, the Department of Imperial Pal-

ace Sites Investigations provides opportunities for the public to
observe the results of their investigations by holding open site
viewings (guided visits).

Publications issucd by the Institute making these rescarch and

wailable include its academic journals,

survey resules publicly
annual reports, compendia of historic materials and other basic
dara, anthologies of miscellancous papers, illustrated guides and

catalogs of exhibitions, newsletrers from the Tnstiture and

from the Center for Archacological Operations.

Website of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

“The Website provides information on public events such as ex-
hibits ac public facilities, open lectures by Institure researchers,
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information about

the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forch.

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
tural propertics, through 34 databases and other materials such
as high definition digital images, cffores are being made at widely

cess 1o

circulating the Institure’s research resules, through full a
a partior

s publicarions placed in a research informarian re-
pository

2021 FEOMETH
2021 fiscal year publications
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Asuka Historical Museum

This isa museum with a historical focus, which was established
11973 and opened i 1975 at Okuyama in che village of Asuka,
based on a Cabinet decision made in conjunction with special
legislative meastires aimed at preserving the historic features of
the Asuka region. Tts regular displays fearure the Asuka period
and region, centering on the results of investigations conduce-
e by the Institoe; and holds special exkibitions roughly dhree
s a‘year, Thestandinig exkibies pissent a-varisey of materialss
starting with designated [mportant Cultural Properties such as
stone carvings of a male and female image and a representation
uka

tomb, as well as materials found at the Asukadera, Mizuochi, and

of M. Sumeru, plus items recovered from the Takamacs

Asuka-ike workshop sites, and the dismanding project for the

s of stone

Takamatsuzuka tomb. Also, there are detailed repl
objects of Asuka in the shape of a tortoise and monkey
on the muscum grounds ro recreate the atmasphere of
garden,

In addition to the above, the museum's appeal is being en-
hanced with effores such as the provision of ariginal souvenirs
and the enrichment of its websire.

Additionally, as a project entrusted to it by the Agency for
Cultural Affairs in relation 1o the conservation and management
facilities for the Kitora wmulus murals (within the Asuka His-
torical National Governmen Park), the Asuka Historical Mu-

seum is conducting the daily administration and operation:

projects related to the public display of the murals and for spe
exhibis,

A8 HEE¥R<{HEA0 1 00~16: 30 (AMI216:00XT)
#EE ANE (ARMREOESIE. TOBTH). FEEH
W @A M350/, APE200M,

18F%@ - 70T0L LR

EREAWE R—LA—Y. CROSTTEE EZa
sMEt - RMAER - 0744-64-3561

HMERE (BREEIEE —REOFELTONE ORT
Displays at the Autumn Special Exhibit "Asuka in Bloom: Eavas-
end Tiles with Flaral Mofifs™

* S HNEEETERERC S SRBOLN (H218)
Public display event (21st) of tha murals at the consarvation and manage-
mant facilities for the Kitora lumulus murais
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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The Nara Palace Site Museum (opened in 1970, locared in the northwestern pare of the Nara palace site, s nac only an exhibition facility for dissemi-
nating various investigation and cultural property research results of the Instirute, it is s significant as the site nuseum serving as the western gateway

cility to the grounds of the Nara Patace, a Special Historic Site. In recent years, efforts are being made to improve service while aiming for universal access.

T EEREHR HMEEE (MTOERREAMEHRTI0-] 088
Nara Palace Site Musaum Venue of the Autumn Planned Exhibit “Treasures from
Underground: Scientific Study of Mokkar’
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Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Institute Library
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Persons unaffiliated with the Nara onal Research Instinute for

This s a faciliry fior the dissemination and display, w be viewed by C Properties may use its libeary materials as long as this does
the public, of the results of its investigacions and rescarch on palaces, not ingerfere with the Institute’s investigations and research.
termples, tombs. and sa forth within the \mk‘mJlunu:u.l reglons, The Library currently holds approximately 360,000 volumes, as
set up within the grounds of the Asuka/Fuji well as ssues of roughly 5,000 journals. related mosely to culturl

tions and on repairs 0

with reports on o

ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. The proc s btding properties, beginnin

Fujiwara, the appearance of the complered capital. the way of lfe hiscoric structures.

residents, and conditions follow ove of the capital
nd so forth, are explained through displays of artifacrs,
. and pancls,
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Training/Guidance and Education

Training and Guidance for Cultural Proper-
ties Specialists

In order o promote the preservation and uilization of cul-
tural properties and improve its services for the public good, the
Institute conducts rraining with the aim of upgrading the qual-
iy of personnel in charge of cultural properties ar regional pub-
lic organizations. In the 2021 fiscal year, 13 specialized maining
courses were held (see the list of FY 2021 culmral properties
specialist maining courses). Most of the raining mainly takes
the form of lecrures, bur training is also conducred thar incor-
porates field surveys and practical skill sessions. In addition, the
lectures are actively being made accessible online in a portion of
the courses. As a countermeasure to the corona pandemic the
scale of this training has been curtailed, but a total of 67 days of
tmaining were offercd, for a toral of 139 participants.

Each Department/Center of the Institute cooperates with
local governments and related organizations by providing
guidance and advice regarding excavations, the processing and
preservation of excavated artifacts, the preservation of features,
the management of such remains, and so forth, in response to
requests. The major cooperative projects for FY 2021 are listed
in the accompanying Table. In addition, in response to requests
from the Agency for Cultural Affirs, local governments, and
relared organizations; the Institute engages in collaborative
work on or undertakes the conduct of excavarions, the pres-
ervation of archaeological sires and arrifacts, surveys relared o

o- public f ion of archaeological sites,
of hacological features, mlqlvs:c of
faunal remains, and dendrochronological dating, etc.

the

2021 £E BARSHOMN - BEVFICHT 88 - BH—H snoswetrcoain
Guidance/Cooperation Related to Sites/Structures throughout Japan, 2021 Fiscal Year
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Training Courses for Cultural Properties Specialists, 2021 Fiscal Year
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Collaborative Education with Kyoto Univer-
sity (Graduate School)

As adjunct faculty with Kyoto University, Graduate School
of Human and Environmental Studies (Department of Cul-
wural Coexistence, in the field of Studies of Cultural Heritage
under the Course on Cultural, Regional and Historic Studies
on Environment), the five Institute researchers of TAMADA
Yoshihide (Archaeology), KOUZUMA Yousei (Conservation
Science), SEINO Takayuki (Archacology), BABA Hajime
(Historical Documents), and YAMAZAKI Takeshi (Envi-
ronmental Archavology) provide guidance at the Institute w0

graduate students specializing in cultural heritage studies, in
addition to conducting their separate lectures, seminars, and
practical training.

In the 2021 fiscal year, three students in the Master's pro-
gram, and owo students in the Docroral course were admirted,
and given research guidance.

Collaboration with Nara Women's University
(Graduate School)

As adjunce faculty with Nara Women's University, Graduate
School of Humanities and Sciences (Department of Compara-
tive Culture, Cultural History Course), IMAIL Koki provides
instruction on “East Asian Archacalogy,” JINNO Megumi on
“Historical Archacology,” and KUWATA Kuniya on *Wooden
Document Studies,” with all three giving research guidance to
students in the Doctoral program.

Each of their courses is closely involved with actual survey
work, such as examinations of arifacts recovered from the Nara
capital and palace sites and 5o forch, and comparative research
raking East Asia into the field of view, providing uniquely sub-
stantive education made possible with the Institure as the serting.

Educational Cooperation for Nara University

Based on the 2012 “Agreement on Educational Coopera-
tion by Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Proper-
ties with Nara University,” UCHIDA Kazunobu, NAKAJIMA
Yoshiharu, and MAEKAWA Ayumi provided lectures on cul-
wral property landscape studies in the second rerm of the 2021
academic year. All 15 lectures were made accessible on demand
for the purpose of preventing spread of the novel coronavirus
infection, The contents of the lectures included the history,
principles, project flow; and rechnical systems for the mainte-
nance of historic sites: lectures on lands adjacent to the Nara
palace site; the preservation and utilization of scenic spots; the
investigation and utilization of cultural landscapes; the pres-
ervation and utilization of buildings and groups of tadicional
buildings; and the use of historic sites and 5o forth for promot-
ing community development and tourism.
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%EI‘":M EH %Fﬁ' ZN-'_I.: f.% Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
630-8577 ZERAZEM_%_TE9®15 Tel.0742-30-6733 (EHH) / Fax.0742-30-6730

2-8-1 Nijo-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

FRCHFRAETE RN S
Headquarters Building

BB EEE

{48001 - i) poos pesTOBR

HTHIF201BEICRALE Lz, TCEFEEOHHPRICH
LEBPMOERCHLOET. BRCEIORERET. FHROD
SSREPINUNOBTARSERRLRD. TORFEED.
BRORRESCHE>TVET.

The Headquarters Building was completed In 2018. Tha site is
diractly in front of Saki Gata, which opans at the canter of the
weslern side of the Nara palace. In the excavation preceding
construction, as features of the Nara capital street syslem and an
oidar diaganally running large ditch wera discovered, siaps wera
taken tor their presarvation and marking their locations on the
ground surfaca. ey

= E RS Z DERD

Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

FHENARRS QTN MENS
Nara Palaca Stte Mussum, Storage facilties

FHESAHE NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

Bra Exhibiton foom Eomm
L Auditorum
e Small audiorium i:
mImE STORAGE Mo.3 H H
= SECOND FLOOR 2 b
BEHER Consarvalion Science aboratory o
FEEAR Woaden implemants processing ﬁ i
+BREEE Eanthenware pracassing 5 g
HuEw Rool liles processing
i FIRST FLOOR E
MR Socurity room
b i s




ﬂﬁ%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁg (ﬁ% ﬁﬁﬂﬁg) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-00256 FERRHEENAZFESS-1 Tel0744-24-1122 ((RF) / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City, Nara Prefecture 634-0025 Japan

W ANE

BEFRERNS (RE- BREX) Ta WEnsS
Department of Imperial Palace Siles Investigations (AsukaFujiwara)

it WS-SR PO WY mmmme
ERI-E

FRLY SR
Division Headquarlers entrance

ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FRVBHEADEHNRAILC0T Tel0744-54-3561 (f{FK) / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RBEER RS
Asuka Historical Museum

Rl ENR
e Basement floar Prafuctural rosd (Sakurai-Yoshing route)
WRERE Special Exhibition Room
LI Library [ I B
R Storage =
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Maps of the Heijo and ?-.*"
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

*ESU bﬁa‘ (e
tuta for Cftrs Properties
TEEEREER

Department of Planning and

Coordination

XibEES

Department of Cultural Herltage
ERISEIRAATEEAR (SEkithEE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Haijo)

RS LMY 5—
Center for Archaeological

Operations

SR OPE PR OB N
#T D RO Ll SREGER
FRRT S 004 L AT O 7
HICHERUEL, W REERHES 2,
Excavates the Nara palace and capital
sites of the eighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architecrural

historys gives advices to local authoridies ot
in charge of cxcavations: tmains local i
archacologists. N

BEME Fuwara Area
HEREFES (AR - BREX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations{Asuka/Fuilwara)

6+ 7 QD FTRE 12 AT SF B O
BEREMNEY 5.

Excavates the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other

parts of the capical of the sixth and
seventh centuries,

FEEHE AsukaAres
RRETEEE

Asuka Histarical Museum

67 A (RMAF) DRSS A1 B
FHEESAN N

A historical muscum focusing on the

Asuka region of the sixth and seventh
centurics (Asuka Period),




EFHI?IEEIE Map of the Nara Capital Site
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Eﬁiéﬂiﬁ Chronological Table

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Raelocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
EEESVRIDPe HEHBOXKS0e

Taihg code put into effect

KHBEVEM DR

Fujiwara bacomes the capital of Japan

e L B e b o

Emprass Zotienwuhou of Tang enthronad
BUBEKELEAES e

AsukaKiyomihara Code snacted

RERBEFYEN D@

Compilation of the Ritsurys legal code and oflicial istoric chronicles bagins
BPVEHSBRNEDS0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RHAFEHBLE | be

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
HECHUE N MKEKHARERBENINES e
First census register compiled

BORMILE (BKEHE) wOve

United force of Japan and Paakcha losas to the Tang army at Hakusonko
m# - [OHEEdE ORHVEURCe

Talka Reform declared

KBRS HWHR

Princa Nakane Oa assassinates Soga no ruka
FKEMNORER<ENEEDe (NDSR)
Canstruction of Yamadadera temple bagins
JEFY v ORL0

First delegation sant toTang China

HR-OeMmgxH

Tang Dynasty defeals Sul

HRENE D

©na no Imako sant 1o Sui China; construction of Horyuji tample baging
SHREMPELES DG HEIPROVvORSR
Sakatadera temple erected

BEIPY OV

Seventeen Article Constitution pramulgated

B DR

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SHEHZONR

Prince Umayade (Prince Shotoku) oversaes politics

EILH (SEEKN) REZNRNERUR

Empress Sulko anthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

HHKMR

9 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

M Construction of the Hakoji temple (Asukadera) begins
o HEH (REH) WOVORSe
m Bugdhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

M EOIERELe

Historic memorial (year of birth/death)

BEEAY (£2%)

0 Urmaka

IRBESHN (-557) Mononoba no Mo
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710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824

Abandoned Nara capital reveris fo rice paddies by this lime
HNENNEBDESHERIEC M REVLR

Retired Emperor Heizel dies

EFEKHKIH R R H e

Ratired Emperor Heizel moves 1o the Nara palace

BFE KUK R B HioL e

GCapital maves to Heian

BRI R

Capital moves to Nagaoka

WL R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

mrREIemERe e

Yobai Palace completed

BENRRB e

Prigst Dokyo falls from powar

AWK R

Fujiwara no Nakamarc's rebellion ocours; produciion of ane million miniaiure pagodas siaried
EEEENSR" MK N v OREe

¥ou6 code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising ocours; Nara palace remodeled
HNEEVRLT BREHNOK FRNoHE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arives from Tang

WA R KO

Cansacration held of the newly made colossal Buddna figure at Tadaiji tampla
EKirKICERKBRBIBOS0

Capital raturns to Nara

BHBIEL PR

Capital moves 1o Nankwa

BRIEVE D0

Shigaraki Palace oracted

MDY N ve

Govermant orders the erection of provincial temples
BRIreBHVKLe

Fujimara no Hitotsugu's reballin takes place. Capital moves fo Kuni
BEKEOMEON®R  fRUKLRBRN R

Smalipox epidemic breaks aut; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE  SIEERIEN < RR2R 1P

Prince Nagaya farced to commil sulcide on suspicion of reason
HEHe MG Ie

Emperor Shomu enthronad

BEKHaES 0

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan]  compiled

O#ERRIRE e

Kaojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed. Emparor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
foERERREre BUMIHEERE SR

Capital moves 10 Nara

B ERL RS
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ﬁﬁﬁfﬂﬂ Location

RESUEMRRRT FTS

Institute Headaquarters

630-8577 WAMKRM_KI_TEOIE1S
FREAEAE ERm Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WMMRE  Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
HAEEN  Tel0742-30-6737 Fax.0742-30-6730
LRSS LNEE SEMboyy—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WERERMAE (THBE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax 0742-30-6830
2-8-1, Nije-cho, Nara City, Nara Prefecture 630-8577 Japan

= L~—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp

BEREBED (RS - BRIX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

6340026 FRMMETFZHFE84-1
Tel0744-24-1122 - Fax 0744-21-6380
84-1, Kinomota-cho, Kashihara City. Nara Prafecture 634-0025 Japan

FRSEFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6340102 SEANMTMEADHIRLE01
Tel0744-54-3561  Fax0744-54-3663
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Tekaichi County. Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

hi— LiA—37 https://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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“Heijo Palace Imperial Audience Hall Ruins” Signpost

The movement to preserve the Nara palace site
began E()EF.lin momentum in 1901 when a group of
local residents of Miaro Village erected a signpost in-
scribed “Heijé Palace Imperial Audience Hall Ruins™
atop the podium of the Latter Imper
Hall. The preservation movement w.
strongly promoted by TANADA Kaj
to national designation as a Historic §
By then the original signpost was thought to have
been lost, but in recent years a portion of it (shown
in the cover photo) was discovered among materials
related ro the preservation movement ar the former
residence of a local family, and donared to the Nara
National Research Institure for Cultural Properties.,
“This year marks the 100¢h anniversary of the designa-
tion of the Nara palace as a Historic Site, Beginning
with the Nara palace remains, many historic sitcs
have been protected from threats of destruction by
various preservation movements, This signpost may
be called a symbol of historic site preservation.
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