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Fig. 52 Location of NM2, NM3 and NMI0 corresponding to a picture map(2)
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Fig. 76 Ceramics of phase I from NM9 the eady 17th century
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Fig. 77 Ceramics of phase 1 from the third citadel of Sendai Castle the early 17h century
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Fig. 78 Ceramics from Pit 16 at NM9 the late 18th century
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Fig. 7 Ceramics from Pit 15 at NM@ the late 18th century
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Fig. 81 Ceramics from Pond 1 at NM9 the middic 19th cenmry
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Fig. 82 Ceramics from layer [l at NM10 the laic 18th century
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Fig. 81 Chronological scquence of ceramic dishes from Sendai Castle
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Tab. 22 Count of chopsticks from the secondary citadel of Sendai Castle
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Fig. 121 Wooden implements shaped thin round board from Sendai Castle
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Summary

Introduction

Onthe campus of Tohoku University, a lot of archaeological sites are known. Among them,
Sendai Castle is the most famous and largest one. Almost all of the south part of Kawauchi
campus is located on ils sccondary citadel area. Acbayama campus includes remarkable
Paleolithic sites, some are dated to more than 100,000 years ago. In Japan, if existing circum-
stances necd (o be changed in the known site area, excavation research on the buried cultural
properties must be camicd out. A ding 1o legal p the ission for research,

which was organized in 1983, carcied out many salvage excavations for 11 years. It was reor-
ganized into the Center in 1994 to improve conditions of rescarch. The Center mainly camies
out salvage excavalions of archaeological sites on the campus, analyzes those records and
remains and publishes excavation rcports. Conscrvation and exhibition of archacological her-
itage, studics about structure of sites, artifucts, lechniques of ion and
important duties.

This is a repon of two sites (i.e. NMI0, TM2-3) excavated by the Commission of Buried
Cultural Properties on Campus in 1991-92. The stdy of archaeological siructures and materials
found at the secondary citadel of Sendai Castle is also roported in this book. List of historic
Tecords about construction and mending of structures ar the secondary citadel of Sendai Castle
was inserted at the end of this book.

P ion are also

NM10 site (Loc. 10 of Ninomaru, ie.. the secondary citadel of Sendai Castle)
This site corresponds to the area sandwiched in betwcen the center of the secondary citadel



and the rear gaie of that. At this site, five trenches were excavaled as a previous investigation
prior (o construction of outdoor lamps along Nakazen street. Various features such as the stone
floor, a ditch lined with stone blocks and pits, and many ariifacts were found in trench 2. By
comparing the stone floor with the historical illustrations of Sendai Castle, it was revealed thar
the featre comesponds 1o the inner garden enclosed by corridors. Various artifacts from the
Iandfill covering the stone floor are a good assemblage belonging to the time from the middlc
19th century to 1882 when almost all of the structures of Ninomary was lost in fire,

TM2 and TM3 sites (ic.. loc.2 and loc.3 of Asinokuchi site at Tomizawa campus)

A few features that could not be defined ils dating and malerials such as Jomon potteries,
stone tools and Haji wares were found by two wial excavations enforced in 1989 and 1991. In
the northern extremity of investigation area, the peat layer containing a ot of plants and insects
were found under the surface of occupation from Jomon period on with sedimentary layer that
was 1-1.5 meters thick between. The peal layer was dated (o 33.290 + 2,080y.B.P. by carbon-
14 dating. It is a matter for regret that we have found no artifacts from the peat layer.

Result of archacologi at Nir since 1983
The main citadel of Sendai Castle was buill in AD.1600 by Masamune DATE, the first
daimyo of Sendai-han (feudal clan comprising a governmental organization in FEdo period)

appointed by the TOKUGAWA shogunate. The main citadel is known loday as the ruin of
Acbajo which is located on ahill 120m above sea level. It was a stralegic location because its
eastern and southern boundaries were guarded by cliffs of 70m high.

However, when the age of war in Japan was over, the primary citadel on the high hill
became useless, and in 1638, Tadamunc DATE, the second daimyo, built a secondary citadel on
alower terrace which had been used as the house of Muncyasu DATE (4th son of Masamane
DATE),

The Ninomaru had practically been the center of the govemmenl of Sendai-han for some 250
years until the Meiji Restoration. Although it was destroyed by eartbquakes and fircs a couple
of times, it was guickly reconstructed each time.

In 1868, the Tokugawa shogunale was replaced by the ncw government of the Emperor { the
Edo period was over and the Meiji period had begun). Japan put an cnd ro 200 years of
national isolation, and western culture was imported rapidly. Prefectures were established




instead of feudal clans, and the DATE family rule was over. In 1871, the Ninomaru was occu-
pied by the Japanese Imperial army which had been newly organized in westemn style. In 1882,
almost all of the structures of Ninomaru were lost in a fire, and its brilliant history was over

The sitc continued 10 be occupied by the Imperial army, until the American army occupied it
afier World War [I. The site area became the Tohoku University campus in 1957 and an
organized excavation beganin 1983. So far, 15 locations at Ninomaru and 4 locations al samu-
rai residence beside vorth part of Ninomary have been cxcavated by 1997,

Those researches brought us a lot of new knowledge for Pre-Modem era as follows.
(1) Archacological features dating before 1638 when structures of Ninomaru began to be buik
were found at NM4, NMS and NM9. NM4 and NM9 seemed to have been located at the area
which was the northen part of the residence of Muneyasu DATE nearby the boundary line.
NM5 was located au the inner pari of the Nishi-yashiki, residence of Iroha-hime (the eldest
daughter of Masamune DATE), where (he space was used for a private zone.
@ We have excavated several important features such us the gale al NMS and the building
constructed on foundation stones at NM2. The former corresponds to the rear gate on the
north line of Okw; the private place for daimyo and his wives while the latter corresponds to
the building located behind the ccremonial hall in the central part of Ninomaru. By overlaying
the historical illustrated documents upon thesc features found at NM2 and NMS, we could know
that NM9 had been locaied at the west side of Daidokoromon, the north gate of the the
Ninomaru. Now, it is possible o reconstruct the emplaccments of structures of Ninomaru on
the present map precisely.
@ People used wooden bowls with lacquer and ceramic dishes for ordinary table use at Sendai
Castle in ealy Edo period. Those assemblage of tableware had been mainiained since the late
15th century traditionally in easten Japan. Ceramics, d from Nij ing to

carly Edo period consist of Chinese Porcelains (many Jingdezhen ware and fow Swatow ware)
and glazed ceramics such as Karatsu ware, Scto-Mino ware (Sino ware, Oribe ware). As for
glized ceramics, Karatsu ware are more common than Seto-Mino ware except tea utensils at
Sendai Castle in early Edo period. Research for producing district of glazed ceramics, belong-
ing to early Edo period, from sites in Japan revcaled that Karatsu ware were excavated more
from the northeastern district of Japan than from Tokai or Kanto area. We think Karatsu ware
from the noriheastern district of Japan had been bought through “Sea of Japan Route”

@ By the end of the 17th century, the medieval tradition for ordinary tableware had been lost.



New ordinary lableware consisting of ccramic dishes snd bowls was established in the early
18th century by spread of Hasami ware (cheap porcelains made in Hizen) and Ohbori-souma
ware. Inthe latc 18th century Souma ware (Ohbori-souma ware and Ono-sonma ware) were
used for cheap 1ableware. Kyoto ware were used for goods of higher grade.

@ Tn the fire half of the 19th centucy, though Obbori-souma ware werc especially numerous
and of good varicties, Omo-souma ware decreased rapidly and were superseded by Tsulsumi
ware produced in Sendai, a castle town. Seto-Mino and the minor kilns in the northeastern dis-
trict of Japan, suchas Kirigome and Hirashimizu began 1o supply porceluins. Tt is possible
say that the variety of shapes and producing districts recognized about ceramics belonging
the 19th century from Sendai Castde is characieri
linked 1o diversity in different lifestyles,

ic of ceramics at that lime, and is directly

® Most of unglized ceramics from Nigomaru are in dish shape. Those dishes were made not
by hand but by wheel. They consisted of three groups in size throughout the Ede period. On
the whole, those dishes have a tendency Lo become smaller and lower with the change of time.
Unglazed dishes outside of which were burnished appeared from the Genroku ern (1688-1704).
(@ Salt baking pots (called Yakishio-tsubo) made by wheel seem to be local produce. Though
there were many kinds of salt baking pots, they were standardized to glass shape from the
Genroku era.  As lar as the production of unglazed ceramics. the Genroku cra was an cpoch.
@ It was rovealed that the round eaves tiles designed with the crest of the Datc family had
begun 1o be used at the time period around Kan-ei eru (1624-1644) when the Ninomaru had
boen built by Tadamune Datc by the analysis of roof tiles found from NM9.

@ Pan tiles which were produced by combining round eaves tiles and flat caves tiles have
uppearcd by the cad of the I1Tth cenmury at Sendsi Castle. Al the 18th-19%th centuries mamy
kinds of pan tiles were used there.

0 Analysis of wooden bowls with lacquer from Miyagi prefecturc proved as follows. In early
Edo pericd, wooden bowls with lacquer which had kept the medieval style since the 13th cen-
tury, and those of pre-modemn style which scomed w be connected with Johhouji-wan existed
together in Sendsi domain. In middle Edo period, wooden bowls with lacquer which had a
signature on the inside of pedestal to make additional valuc increased under the influcnce of
ceramics produced in Kyoto or Hizen. In late Edo period, cultivation of Jupanese lucguer tree
in Sendai domain was slowing down. Lacquorwares belonging to the 19th cenmury from the

sites are few.



D A lot of plain-wood chopsticks and unglazed dishes used as traditional tableware ac courtesy
bunquet room are discovered from the Sendai Castle. Analysis of length of those chopsticks
revealed that they became short with the times. Though the traditional courtesy of bangquet
continued ceremanial regulations scems to have been reduced in the Sendai Castle.

2 Through the study of clogs excavated from the Sendai Castle, it was revealed that they and
clogs found at the Edo site have changed in the same way,

@ By analysis of round-shaped wooden implements cxcavaled from Sendai Castle, it was
fevealed that they had been standardiced from the I18th century Lo the 19th century.

®) Though we can't know the temporal change of troughs and barrels, the variety of them
shows fonctional differentiation of these containers in the 19th century.

Conclusion

The archacological study of a local castle lown, Sendai, was promoted as a resull of our pre-
vious investigations prior {o construction works at the Sendai Castle.

The results have been very productive. Although there is a lot of information available in
the archives, the results of excavation make many aspects of the matcrial cullure actually visi-
ble. and form in this way an autonomous source of visual represcntation. The field of Pre-
Modern Archacology is, however, still in its infancy and we anticipate that when the study of
the excavated remains from Sendai and Edo city is coupled with existing documentary materials,
it is possible to understand the history of relation between the provinces and the capital city.
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Attached fig.2 Chronological sequence of porcelains from the second citadel of Sendai Castle
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Attached fig.3 Chronological sequence of glazed ceramics from the second citadel of Sendai Castle




