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THE HIRAQ JOYAMA BURIAL MOUND IN
KYOTO PREFECTURE

This book is a report of the excavations of the Hirao Joyama burial mound
(SERBULED, o keyhole-shaped burial mound situated atop the so-called Inariyama
(Efill) Mountain (height, 96.2 m) at the town of Yamashiro (LRHET) in the Séraku
District (HIZ25) of Kyoto Prefecture.  About 600 meters south of the Hirao Joyama
burial mound lies the Tsubai Ohtsukayama (f§7F#810) burial mound, famous for the
more than thirty triangular-edged mirrars bearing the motifs of gods and animals on
the back which were unearthed there and presumably date from the Wei (%) Dynasty.
It is thought that the personage interred at the Hirao Joyama mound was a minor king
controlling the entire area in the period following that of the burial at Tsubai
Ohtsukayama.

This tomb of an individual presumed to occupy o very important position in the
early stages of Japan's ancient-state establishment period was suffering gradual de-
struction due to the removal of soil for the purpose of bamboo shoot cultivation. The
aeademic importance of the mound having been realized by the Third Archacological
Section of the Heian Museum (Vgﬁﬁé&ﬁ) {President, Bun-ci Tsunoda {3 B 3CHT)
which is d by the P i jation of Japan, Inc., excavation was
commenced undcr the dlmclum of then Professor Takmichi Kondd GERE#—).
“The ‘Takanashi Fund for the Encouragement of Scientific Progress (General Director,
Mr. Nisaburd Takanashi (F554==)) funded two excavations the first from August
10 October 1976 and the second from September to November 1977.

Atop the rounded back section of the 110 meter-long burial mound was a single
stone shaft chamber and two layers of clay surrounding coffins. The flat top of the
trilevel back portion of the burial mound was encircled by eylinder-shaped Aaniwas,
the sides of each level being shingled with river stones. Funcrary furnishings, found
only in the stone shaft chamber, consisted of mirrors, jusper bracelets, and iron items
such as arrowheads, swords and sabers—fitting objects for such a burial mound of an
early period.  From the excavated earthenware this writer is of the opinion that the
tomb dates from the middle of the dth century.

‘This report was prepared primarily by students at the Archacological Institute
of the Faculty of Humanities, Yameguchi University and directed by Takaichi Kondd
it ly Professor at Y i University and attached to the above-mentioned
Institute). We are indebted to Shigeru Ueyama (Hiill %), presently Assistant of the
Japan Institute of Paleological Studies, for co-operation in technical guidance. It is
hoped that this report will be useful for future research of the Yamato Age (Burial
Mound Age).
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