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Administrative structures surrounding Kyushu's government headquarters
in the Dazaifu( X5Kf ) complex IX
- the Okusu CAH#) area -

Contents
Chapter IV Supplementary archacological finds

Chapter V Generalization
(1)Archaeological features and these changes
I)Layouts and changes of buildings
2)Compartmental institutions
3)0ther features
4)Changes of the government offices
(2)Examinations of finds and the nature of the government offices
1JRoof tiles and bricks
2)Written sources
3)Finds related to production

(3)Summary - the results and issues -



Summary

This volume is the official excavation report of the government offices in the Okusu( &
#i) area in the west front of the main government offices of Dazaifu( A=2Kf ) complex. This
includes 17 trenches excavated by the Kyushu Historical Museum, which has undertaken
work since 1971,

The excavation in this area unveiled 64 post-built structures, 27 palisades, 3 boundary
ditches, 4 compartment gullies, 27 wells, 1 wodden coffin burials, 2 pit burials. 1 feature for
repose of souls, 1 feature related to casting. and many earthen pits and hollows. Those most
part dated from the 8th century to the 10th century, it's parallel with continuation time of
the main government offices of Dazaifu for the 2nd period. Butthe phenomenon in which a
building increases rapidly after the middle in the 8th century shows that maintenance of a
real government office is behind schedule than other areas.

In terms of finds, vast amounts of pottery and ceramics, roof tiles, wooden object, metal
objects, stone abjects, clay objects, finds related to written characters and production were
recoverd from a variety of features. But the amount of finds related to production are
relatively little than Fuchou( #* T7) area. So. it's able to considered that Okusu area was the
office to take charge of office work.

When we focus on the land-use. the function as government office in this area is to be
continued until the first half of 10th century, but thereafter this area is to be residential area,
and change to burial place in the middle of 11th century.Those changes of land-use coincide
with transition in Hiyoshi({ 7% ) area and Fuchou area.

Therefore, it's able to infer from the context that after the rebellion of Fujiwara Sumitomo( i
JEKEAL ) in the year 941, at Jeast the office area in the front of the main government offices of
Dazaifu complex ended function as a government office.
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