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Summary

In 1985, Kumamoto University planed a reconstruction of campus. But it was known that some of
campus are designated as buried cultural assets zone, In the fiscal year 1994, Kumamoto University
formed the Archaeological investigation committee and the Research Center for buried Cultural
Properties in haste, and has been excavating the campus sites when the superannuated school
buildings were rebuilt.

We have two main campus sites at other areas. The one is the Kurokami area where is
constituted of faculty of Science and faculty of Engineering (south area) . faculty of Education,
faculty of Law, and faculty of Letters (north area) and locates in Kurokamimachi site. The site is
located at the foot of Mt Tatuta on a low terrace formed by the Shirakawa River. The site is
regarded as an ancient posting-station "Kokai”. The other one is the Honjo area where is
constituted of School of Medicine. Kumamoto University hospital and institutes (north and middle
area), school of Health Science (south area), and belong to Honjo site. The site located on a low
terrace formed by Shirakawa River. similar to Kurokamimachi site. It is 2km from Kurokamimachi
site to Honjo site in a straight line.

In the circumstance of Honjo site, there are large ancient settlement sites like Oe site and
Shinyashiki site. School of Pharmacy and Oe athletic field (Toroku area) belong to Oe site.
Kyomachi area where is constituted Elementary School and Junior High School Attached to faculty
of Education is belong to Kyomachidai site. The site is located on the Kyomachi plateau. and is
famous for as the site of Yayoi period.

The result of the No.1309 in Kurokami South area where was investigated in the fiscal year 2013
is published in this report. No.1309 is located the edge of southwest in Kurokami South area. The
investigated area is surrounded by the building of faculty of Engineering. such us Venture
Labobatory, Shock Wave and Condensed Matter Research Building and Incubation Center, In a
previous survey. we discovered the field and graves in Edo period and modern graves. So we
expected that there will be remains what is good condition in this investigation too.

By the result of this survey, we discovered the field remains in Late Edo period in west of
investigation area on about 25m under the ground. And, we found over 100 burial pits what is The
Kumamoto Prison from middle Meiji period to about Taisho period in east of investigation area on
the same level. The depth of burial pits is about 1.8m and was formed cylindrical shape, almost
human bones was buried sitting down, The burial facility was not survived, but we could think
there were troughs or wooden coffins because of the modern literature and discovered iron nails in
some graves. More than 90% of the human bones were males, and females were less than 10%, We
got some burial goods in the grave with human bone, for example. bottles made by glazed
stoneware and the sake cup and glass bottles, coins, iron implements, shellfish. string of beads.
These situations indicated that feature of graves of prisoner in modern, In Kurokami area. the
grave of Kumamoto Prison had been operated from 1881 to 1972, While the area of Kumamoto
University is expanding, the area of the grave was incorporated in 1972, Now, there is the temple
of Kumamoto Prison what human bones were gathered at the south of the investigation area.
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