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Nara National Rescarch Institute for Culural Propertics
“The Mara capital (710-784) was an ancient capital R e e e

spanning the areas of the modemn cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan, [EI

itwas built with broad and narrow strects forming a grid. [P OET) & 2

With the Nara palace ar the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed 5

from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate to the south, e 3

4

L]

to Suzakumaon gate, the main entry 1o the palace by Suzaky avenue, 75 meters
wide and lined wih willow and pagoda trees.
ﬁtpapuhdon is estimated at approximately 100,000, ;s o i
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Outline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Insticure for Cultural Properties is

research on cultural

tion committed to comprehensi

. Nara is an ancient capital, known as “Nanto” (southern
capital), and because a wealth of ancient architecture and histori-

cal works of art survives, researching these materials in compre-

he ashion was the reason for the Instituee’s establishment.
Since the question of the Nara palace site's preservation rose up
in the mid-1950%, the Institure has advanced full-scale excava-
tion and research ar both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districts:

‘The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-
cally and internationally in research and in academic exchanges
regarding the development of ancient capitals. Also, techniques
for preservation, reconstruction, and presentation, developed by
the Instirute for the conservation of precious cultural properties,
have been wiilized for sites and artifacts throughout Japan and
across the world, Circulating information about the results of our
research and investigations, and purring them on public display at
the Nara Palace §

e Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum,
are vital tasks for the Institute,

In addition, the Institute is giving technical support and coop-
eration in restoration for cultural properties involved in the Great
East Japan Earthquake that occurred in March 2011.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of the National
Commission for Protection of Cultural Properics. the prede-
cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view
to conducting research on cultural properies. At the time of its
inception, the Instirute was composed three research divisions,
specializing in art, architecrure, and history, as well as a General
Affairs Division. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the

ra palace site led 1o the inception of the Division of Heijo
v 1963, In 1973, the Division of the

Palace Site Investigatio
Asuka/Fuj
1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompted

Palace Site Investigations was established, and in

by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of the g
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka area, In or-
der 1o help meet the demand for rescue excavations conducred by
local governments, the Center for Archacological Operations was
established in 1974 to train local excavarars and provide advices
0 local authoriries.

As part of the Japanese Government's reform initiatives, na-

tional research institutes belonging to government ministries

and agencies are undergoing reorganization. Consequently, the
Narional Research Institure for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and
the

integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad-

National Cultural Properties Research Institure were

ministrative Institution in April 2001, Further, in April 2007, the
Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National
Instirure for Cultural Herirage, created through a merger with
the Independent Administrarive Instirution, Narional Museums.
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W April 1852

“The Insrituse was esrablished as an auxiliary arganization of the
Commission for Protection of Culrural Properties, with a General Af-
fairs Division, Historical Research Division, Architecrure Research Di-
vision, and Art Research Division, ar 50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.

W1954F “FEH 29T B
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WJuly 1954
‘The Institute was officially named the Nara Narional Culrural Properries
Rescarch Institure.
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HOctober 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site |||\|.,m gations opened in the former
Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, N
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W April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigarions was eseablished.

W1968 £ EHI43EGR
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W June 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the Insticure under
its control.
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W April 1970

The Nara Palace Sire Museum opened.

W1973 5 4B E 4R
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W April 1973
The Division of Asuka/F ara Palace Sire Investigarions
ka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s Accounting Sec-

tion was also established.

W1974£F - FEHI495E 4R

W April 1974

R A (B - KM My — % ﬂm Department of General Affairs and the Center for
it A logical Operations were established
W19754 - [BAS0EFEIA WMarch 1975
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The Asuka Historical Museum opened ar Okuyama, in the village of
Asuka, Nara prefecture,
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W April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred 1o the Research Center for Bud-
dhvise Are, of the Nara National Museum.
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W April 1880

“The Institute relocated o Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of Heljo Palace
Site Investigations and the Center for Archacological Operations were
Integrated into the Institure,

llﬂﬂﬁﬁ BEHIB3FEER
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W August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division of Asuka/Fuji-
wara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1, Kinomoro-cho, Kashihara, Nara
prefecture.
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W April 2001
The National Rescarch Insitute for Cultural Properties, Nara, was

granted the strus of independent administracive instirution.
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W April 2007
It became the Independent Administrarive Institution Narional Insti-
tute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research Tnstiture for Cul-
tural Propertics.
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Deparement of Planning and Coordination is responsible

for the comprehensive planning and coordinaion of marters re-

lated to rescarch conducted by the Nara National Rescarch Insti-
tute for Cultural Properties and also promeotes public utilization
of the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina-
tion of informarion as a national center for research related tw

cultural praperties conservati

nd provides expert cooperation
and advice to national and regional public insirutians while also

coordinating joint research projects with them. The cooperation

furnished to the Agency for Cultural Affair's project for preserv-
ing
tombs, along with the proposal to the Ministry of Land, Infra-

d wiilizing the murals of the Takamarsuzuka and Kirora

structure, Transport and Tourism of a design for the exhibition
facility, is one good example.

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five
Sections, with the following duries divided among them.

The Planning and Coordinarion Section is responsible For
the planning and coordination of training programs direcred at
employees of regional public instirutions, and for praviding sup-

al excavarions and cultural

port and advice regarding archacological
properties conservation conducted by regional governments and
other organizations throughout che nation.

ata and Information

ction maintains and enhances the
information system, and gathers, maintains, and pro-

nd materials related to cultural properties.

The Internarional C
with China and Kor
changes, technical rrainir

operatian Section plans joine rescarch

nd operares and manages academic ex-

g and international cooperation with
other foreign countries, such as Cambaodia, Vier Nam, and Myan-
mar.

‘The Exhibition Section distributes the results of Institute re-
search publicly through the exhibitions at the Nara Palace Site
Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum.

‘The Photography Section produces and manages photographs
related to cultural properties. It also develops new technology for
photographing these marerials.

[RFHPRR ] (SREAN) W w8
Lecture, “Basic Conservation Science Course | (Matal Atitacts)”

IS NESARNEENRE X8
Practical fraining session. “Basic Course in Investigating Oid Historic
Documents”
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Archirectural History, the Culrural
Landbseape; and the Scoes Management Research Seetfon, through-
it ‘which: It coiscuiets specialiied aind comprebiesisive ssearch

with regard o cultural materials such as historical documents
and other written maerials, historical and traditional buildings,

cultural landscapes, and archacologic:

and historical sites plus
gardens,

‘The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research of
historical documents such as books and other written marerials.
graphic records are
being made ar Kofukuiji, Yakushiji, and other major temples in
Nara and around the Kinki region, and it promotes the publica-
tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw-

For historical doc s, catalogs and pl
& P

ings and woodblock car
The Architectural Hi

tectural heritages through investigations of various types of extant

are also investigated,

ry Section conducts research on archi-

strucrures as well as through analyses of archacological fearures,
and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials related ro ar-
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings.
The results of these activities are applied 1o conservation and
restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and
the cooperative work for the reconstruction of the Former Im-
petial Audience Hall compound at the Nara palace site, as. well

research for of arch

as coopy
aver:

I heritages

The Cultral Landscape Section conduces fundamental re-
search on cultural landscapes under the system established for
their protection in 2004, collects and organizes information on
cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign
fields of view, and through concrete examples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research concerning conservation policy
for cultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans.

‘The Sices Management Research Section conduces research on

the management system for proper conservarion of a va

archacological and historic sites. It promotes wtilization of infor-

ety of

mation by publication and making database of research marerials
relared o site management activities carried out throughour the
country, and also utilizes this information and experience in pro-
viding cooperation o local governments engaged in site manage-
ment. It also carries out investigation for the history of Japanese
gardens and for conservation and restoration of the historic gar-
dens. For the purposes, it organizes and publicizes the database of
archacologically excavated garden sites.
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Architectural History Section: Investigation of the Saté Mataroku residence of Historical Document Section: Investigation of historic materials from Mitokusan
Yakote City, Akita Sanbutsuji temple
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijd)

The Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Heijo)
is engaged in clarifying the remains of the Nara capital site, Ja-
pan's eighth century capital. Among its activities, the scientific in-
vestigation continually conducted for more than halfa century of
the Nara palace site, a designated Special Historic Site (inscribed
on the UNESCO World Heritage Li
erties among the Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara), is truly a

oneof the culrural prop-

caltutal piojece (o whiieh Jipar ean tike pisdc,
“The Nara palace is an area set on the northern edge of the
capital and enclosed by a tamped-earth wall, where the imperial

Nara

residence, areas for the conducr of the business and rites of state
(the Imperial Audience Hall and State Halls Compounds), and
government office compleses were gathered. A square roughly
one kilometer on a side, with the northern three-quarters of che
castern side extending an additional 250 meters or 5o to the east,

it had an unusual s

out parallel at other ancient capitals.

w capial follawing Fujiwara to be
builr along a planned city grid, and from the rransfer to Nara in
710 until the move o Nagacka in 784, ic functioned as the capiral
for nearly 75 years, This was the period of the establishment and
consolidation of the ancient Japanese state based on a formalized
system of central authority, The capital subsequently moved t

Heian in 794, and following a failed attempr by Retired Emperor
Heizei to return the capital to Nara early in the ninth cencury, che
Nara palace and capical gracually transformed ino rice paddy.

With the exception of its former easternmost sect i no

longer continued to exist as a city, and traces of the ancient capital
were preserved underground in good condition,

During excavation, physical traces left etched in the ground by
former daily activities (“features”) and utilized items (“artifaces”)
are found in great numbers. Roof tiles and pottery, wooden imple-
ments, coins and other metal products are among representative
examples, Wooden tablets for weiting (mokken) in particular are
characteristic of the Nara capit
from the N
jcems. The Nara palace is & treasure trove of artifacrs rivaling che

The mokkan recovered thus far

and capiral sites number more than 200,000

Shasin Repository (the imperial treasure house), and is some-
times called a “subterranean Shasin.”

Processing and analyzing these artifacts and Fearures, extracring
the maximum amount of data and making it public, and preserv-
ing the materials in good condition while converting the Nam
palace remains into a historic site for valuable public use, consti-
tute imporsnt duties for the Department alongside archacolagi-
cal excavation. In addition, the Department is expecred to func-
tion as a base of research for historic archacology related to cighth
century Japan.
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Padium of the Main Hall with a surrcunding pavement of roof fies,
Yamadadera lemple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from

the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic set-

ting for the emergence of the a

cient Japanese state, and served

as the political, economic, and culwral center from the end of
the sixth to the first part of the cighth centurics, Accordingly, 1
variety of archacological remains lie dormant beneath the ground,
including imperial palaces and the residences of clite families, the
sites of numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest clois-
tered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
earthen podium of a water clock, anda workshop complex for the
production craft items. Also, in the northern half of this region
lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out
five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,
located in the center of the capital and containing the emperor's
residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducred.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
gations are conducted by the Diepartment wich the aim of recon-
structing a concrete histaric image of the ancient state. In addi-
tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings ar excavations, publication of research results, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Departmenc is also in charge of the
preservation of these sites and uilization for the public benefit.

WEHSEE - REE @TE
Reconstructed plan of the eastem cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
temple
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vation in tha eastern government offica north sector, Fujiwara palace sha. The first building with pillar basa stanes in the government offica sactor was
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n5)

Excavation in the Imperial Audienca Hall Compound, Fujiwara palace site. A
graveled plaza was detected over the entire area, with ditches in the underlying
strata. (from the south)

WESERORE WRSORENALLRENLTRRLL. (I
Bhs)

Excavation of a tila kiin, Hinokumadera tempie. This is the first discovery
of a kiln that fired tiles for Hinokumadsra tempie. (rom the narthwest)
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Dendrochronclogical Dating Section: Using a micro-
tocus X-ray CT scanner for a dendrochronological
investigation of a viclin from the early days of
domestic production and inferring the source region
of the wood

Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Center for Archacological Operatians studies and Devel-

ops various methods and technologies for archaeologic
gations.

‘The Conscrvation Science Section conducts rescarch in the
scientific conservation of artifacts and sites. It develaps pracical
technalogies for material and structus

ses and for preserva-

tion and restoration of excavared objects. It also conducts research

to develop methods for d

snosing the deterioration of archaco-

logical sires urilizing surve

the preservarion environmenr and
other earth science techniques.

‘The Environmental Archaeology Section conducts research on
the reconstruction of past environments, especially based on the
examinations of floral and faunal remains. It pursues research o
identify, based on traces left on bones recovered from archaco-
logic

examines unfinished bone and antler tools in order to reconstruct

sites, the tools used for processing these marerials, I also

the method of manufacture.

“The Dating Secrion conducts research which applies dendro-
chronalogy ro the fields of archacology, history, and the histories
of art and architecrure, At present it is particularly involved in
the development of non-destructive methods of dendrochronol-

ogy utilizing micro-focus CT scanning and digital imaging rech-

nalo;

Yot being limited to wooden cultural properties, applied
rescarch for clarifying the dares of occurrences of natural disasters
is also being carried out from dendrochronological measurements
of buried tree trunks and similar materials.

The Archasological Research Methadology Sectian conducts
research on the investigation of archaeolagica

sites, and on meth-

ods of surveying and prospection, in order to enhance the quality
of site investigation and research, and the efficiency of archaco-
lagical excavation in Japan. Additionally, from the 2014 fiscal
year, construction of a databuse on traces: of disaster has been
started as a new project.

In addition, wich cooperation’ from other departments the
Center provides the latest information o the public regarding the
rescarch activitics of cach of its sections and throughout the insti-

ure, thraugh regular publicarion of the CAQ news.
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in 1975 at
Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with special legislarive
mcasures aimed at preserving the historic fratures of the Asuka region.
‘The Asuka period and region are the objects of its displays, with ex-
hibits made centering on the results of investigations conduced in the
Asuka area by the Deparement of Imperial Palace Sites Investigaions
(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition to the regular exhibirs there are special
exhibirions held twice yearly in the spring and autamn, and lectures
have also been held. Recently, in order to make the Institute’s research
activities more widely known, planned exhibits based on the research
achievements of the Institute as a whole have been held,

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit Hall
1is currently under renovation, but maintains a temporary exhibit on
the themes of palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs, temples, plus the
Soga clan, in order to promote knowledge of the history of the Asuka
perioxl. The palace exhibit shows the changes which have become clear,
through excavations conducted in the central part of Asuka, in the pre-
cinct of the traditional site of the Asuka Trabuki palace, and there is
also a model of fearures of the Mizuochi site, well known as the locus
of a warer clock accompanying the palace, plus a modl reconstruction
of dhe water clock itself. For stone objects, along wich a stone carving
with male and female images and a stone representation of Mt Sum-
e, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within the museum,
there is a life-size replica of the tortoise-shaped stone basin recovered
from the Sakafuncishi site, plus replicas of stone objects displayed in
the museum’s garden, some of them spouting water to recreate their
original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts recovered from the
Takamassuzuka tomb are exhibited, along with lif-tize replicas of the
murals of the Kitora tomb on ceramic plates and a display of high-
definition scanned images of the Takamarsuzuka murals, and for rem-
ples, irems discovered at the Asukadera temple and images of ancient
temples both within and ourside of Asuka are on display. There arealso
exhibis about the Soga clan and the immigrants under their leadership.

Exhibit Hall 2 features a reconstruction using recovered archivectur-
al members, which have been designared as Imporcant Culrural Proper-
ties, from the castem corridor of the dloister of Yamadadera temple,
plus displays of similarly designated materials recovered from the same
temple site,

The main projects carried out in the 2014 fiscal year were as follows.
A special exhibis was held in the spring on “Masters from Antiquity:
‘The Asuka Period Seen through Crafismanship.” and another in au-
tumn on “Lacquer-peel Profiles, Cutouts, and Molded Impressions:
Memaries Engraved in the Earth.” Planned exhibits were held on the
themes of “Submissions w the Fifth Phoro Contest, ‘Tiled Roofs of
Asuka,” “Tsuda Hiroshi and the Enchanting Beauty of Asuka’s Bud-
dhist Tcons,” and “Archacology in Asuka 2013: From the Jomon, Yayoi,
and Kofun to the Asuka Periods.* Photography workshops were twice
held in conjunction wich the Fifth Photo Contest. Also, participating
in the village of Asuka's evitalization project, “Asuka Lighting Festival,”
several thousand candles were hid out in the garden in September and
the museum was open at night. The dreamlike atmosphere provided by
the lamplighe and replica stone carvings were favorably received.
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jiew of Asuka Historical Museum in Spring

Ragular exhibit; Cross-saction of the mound, Takamatsuzuka lomb

MRRT LB RDE
Regular exhibit: Reconstruction of the eastem sex
cloister, Yamadadera temple
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Nara Palace Site Museum

Nara Palace Site Museum

The Nara Palace Site Museum apened in 1970, in the northwest
portion of the palace precinct (at the site of the ancient Imperial
Stable Bureau), as the public exhibit facility for the palace site. After
fwice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010 theincerior
décor and exhibits saw a total renewal in conjunction with the ccl-
cbration of the 1300th anniversary of the move 1o the Nara capi-
tal. As a guidance facility for the Nara Palace Site, the rennovated
Museum serves as entryway for access from the northwestern side,

Inside the Museum are six rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one for special exhibits. At the Information and Guidance C

ner
ate introductions of the outlines of the Nara capital and palace,
along with a scale model showing the process from archacological
investigation to site preparation. At the Government Office/Palace
Reconstruction Comers are life-sized dioramas and images recreat-
ing the interiors of the palace and government offices locared in the
palace precinet. In addition to displaying under various themes the
irems recovered in excavarions ar the Nara palace and capiral sires,
the Recovered Artifacts Corner explains the research of the Depart-
ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations. In the Archacology
Corner, the research activities of various sections of the Center for
Archaeological Operations are intoduced, making for pleasurable
learniing about the links between science and cultural properties.
In che 2014 fiscal year, in addition 1o the regular exhibit there

were planned exhibirs held in the su

mer as “An Exposition of
nd in the fall as *A Buried
: Study of Mobban,” plus a
ixcavation News Briefs, Heijo 2014), all receiving
large numbers of visitors.

Surprises: Firsts from the Nara Capir
Treasure Trave Exhibit: The Scie
mini exhibit of

The Museum will continue to circulate and publicize the activi-
ties of the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
including excavation of the palace site and its research, preserva-
tion, and udilization.
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property
Conservation

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

promotes a variety of international projects includin

search, exchanges of rescarch personnel, technical tra

restoration and preservation projects, and abo provides assistance

in programs of international cooperation conducted by other or-
ganizacions such as the Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNES-
CO (ACCU).

‘The Institute is currently conducting the follawing projects: (1)
ajoint investigarion with the Chinese Academy of Social

iences
of (he ancient urban site of the Han and Wei capital Luoyang; (2)
investigation with the Archaeological Institute of Henan

“hina, of the Huangzhi/Baihe kiln sites in the city of
Gyongyi; (3) a joint invescigation with the Archacological Insti-
tute of Liaoning Province of various types of sites from the Three

Yan period; (4) compara nd exchange of

ive rescarch on capi
ion sites, with the National Rescarch Tnsti-

persannel on excay
ture for Culrural Properties, Korea; (5) investigative research and
preservation projects with APSARA (Authority for the Protection
and Management of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap) on the
Angkor archacological site group and the Western Top site, plus
personnel development; (6) a research exchange program with

Columbia Universicy, USA; (7) research on recovered wooden
materials, as a nemworking core project with Viernam Forestry
Univensity.

In addition to the abave, a networking core project with Myan-
Re-

search Inseirute for Culrural Propercics, in which programs for the

mar is being carried out together with the Tokyo Nariona

transfer of rechnology and personnel development with regard
to archacology are heing conducted. Cooperation is also being
provided to the Tokyo National Research Insticute for Culwural
Properties in projects for the preservation of the Bamiyan archae-
ological sites in Afghanistan, and for support to several countries
of Central Asia for the inscription of the Silk Road as World Heri-

tage.
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Publicizing the Results of
Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
Nara Palace Sice Muscum, the Exhibition Room of
Si
Every spring and auwumn, the Institute also organizes public

through the

Fujiiwara Pala . and the Asuka Historical Museum.

lectures in which its researchers present the results of their inves-

tigations and surveys, and once yearly a special public kecture is

also held in Tokyo. In addition, the Asuka Historical Museum
also invites specialists, from both within the Insticute and from
the outside, to give lecrures in association with special exhibitions
of the museum

Upon every major

vation work, the Department of Impe-
rial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site viewings for
those interested in ancient hiscory.

Publications issued by the Institute making these research and

survey results publicly available include its academic jour

nual reports, compendia of historical marcrials and other basic
dara, caralogs of exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Muscum, and

the CAO News,
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Web Site of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The web site provides information on public events such as
exhitiies-ar public facilitics, spen lectutres by Listiture rosearchers;
and public site viewings at excavations, plus information abour
thie Nara paaie site; cobiiuns by seseaechivis; and 5o foith,

In addition to providing a variety of information about cul-
wral properties, through 20 databases and other materials such
as high definition digical images, effores are being made at widely
circulating the Institure’s rescarch results, through full access to
4 portion of its publications placed in a research information re-

pository.

AR b v IN—3
Top page of the Institue’s web sits

htp:/fvww.nabunken.go.jp/

HlH%E!EI;EF[!]!III'iII

e

ARMERT— ¥~ CREFR) (RER)
Tha Wooden tablat image Database

hiip:/jiten-an.nabunken.go.jp

hittp://www.nabunken.

Y
Nara National Rasaach Instita for Caltural Proparties Repository

jp/dspace!

23



24

REMNILEATAZFT IRERTE  Temporary Headguarters

630-8577 FEEMIKCEI247& 1 247-1, Saki-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan

Tel0742-30-6733 (Em 0742-30-6753 (amua®) Fax0742-30-6730 (kEm) 0742-30-8750 (Eamem)

FREREHARA #BYS
Headquarters Building, Training Facilty

k2 MNORTH Hall
28 SECOND FLOOR
R O BB ( PSR Depanment al Imperal Palace Site
Investigations (Haijo}

. FIRST FLOOR
EEANE Releranca room
L) SOUTH Hall
2m SECOND FLOOR
BiFERE Associate Diractor's affice
e 111 Department of Planninga Coordination
KM Department of Cultural Hertage
ERV{tHEyF— Genter for Archaeological Operalions
i FIRST FLOOR
R Director General’s room
FEed L Deparnimant Research Support and
Promation

T =MERESZOE]

Nara Palace Site Museum and other facilities

NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM
Exhibition room
Auditorium
‘Small auditorium

STORAGE No.3
SECOND FLOOR
Conservation Science room
Wooden implsments room
Earthonwars room

Roof tas room
. = FIRST FLOOR
T AR R FRDS i Sacuity room
Mara Palace Sile Museum, Storags facities B o




titute Fac

ﬁlﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ (ﬁ%iﬁ&lﬁﬂﬁ@) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0026 WEMAZEES4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6380
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

AERENEE (RE - BRGE) T8 LfES
Department of Imperial Palace Siles Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁg Asuka Histarical Museum

634-0102 ERRBHHASEHAIL60] Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

L4

RRARELR MEYIS
Asuka Historical Museum

5 Bassment floor
BIRTE Exhibition room No 3
am Library

A Storage
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=n AN = The Center for Archaeological Opera-
ﬁﬂ‘{lo%‘]ﬂzﬁﬂzn tions Greets Its 40th Anniversary
EE bty —

HHETIE, AR A S & LR As Japan entered the lacer half of the 19605, large-scale con-
FAo kb Ao A G ORI AR T struction and development began everywhere in conjunction with
the rapid economic growth, and many archacological sites faced
Do B ORI RHOLMICHET 2 L 1k crises [:1!' destructio ?- But arclnar«ﬁngiul cpe:‘..:l‘iu were scarce
D LAze LAl 4B i SIHEOEGT  5ong personnel of regional public organizations ac the time, and
WHBE D TNT, SASOYRIZHE>TH 1o system was yet in place for the excavarion of sites prior 1o these
BRI MAE A+ 5 L, 7@ TAE T3 projecs. In order to bring resolution ro this situarion, the Center
BATLE. 0L ARRA A 52wz, for Archacological Operations was sec up in April 1974 within
7l o i the Nara Nartional Research Institute for Cultural Properties as an
Dbl Jy xR R o> £5 2 7 5 STt 1 ¥ organization to carry out the following functions: (1) providing
BRAF I3 2 Heilr oo 8 & 30D, 20 Atk technical guidance and support related to the excavation of sites
DEEWN G F Ik BIEHINE, @M LI and the processing and preservation of artfacts carried out by
[ 2RO AT - B0 BLEGRN% 124 54 regional public organizations, (2) providing technical waining for
Bk LT, 1074 S 4 ESE A ?:rsr-!\:lrl of I‘l:g,m‘ln! public ofganizaons in s‘i‘mg.‘; of excava-
tions, and (3) sharing and making publicly accessible information

ALt > & =B ST regarding buried cultural propertics.
=] FfJ JHOATRIE LML >~ ¥ —id Starting with six staffers in three sections, the Center expanded
FCRBAEAL £ LA 20014 in scale 1o eight sections in 1983, but with the Institue’s con-
HLE ML= b Ao T TS KR L 2, version 1o an independent administrative agency it was reorga-

o
ﬂﬁ_l‘ han = oAl nized into seven sections in 2001, amang which those relared
£ 12 2006 4= 411 & 11D 40 D40 12 0 to information technology and ineemational cooperation were

flz iR~ 8D T LA, bk, M - .H transferred in 2006 to the Department of Planning and Coordi-
fdiﬂjlwba. $. IRFENEBUR PR 7
B mf‘it S Hn ), Edfpe  of Achacologicl Research Medhodology, Conservadion Science,
A Gt = ; Dendrochronological Daing, and Envi I Archacology,
4 RO 7R L
‘”ﬁ” RETORROEMEPLHERRET DM iarion baied on che central projects of archacological
R research and the utilization of the results,

HOECCAL v 7 —o R WS A s — While the rask of the Center for Archaeological Operations
B LCEIO LI TR - 5 1 has been consistently linked in intimate fashion with the nation’
Pzt E DR O 2l S
ERET B 101 LA TR T of society ar any particular dime. it is vital to maintain a rich pro-
T 201453, BB (EM -+ v ¥ — 4004 gram of basic research, Though the Center greeted its 40th an-
A T LA, Skt {EieEnRRLE niversary in the spring of 2014, it hopes to continue to conduct
DHREOHA~DRITA HEE LT, Tl its activities in a flexible and positive manner towards the goals of

gt N advancing scientific studies of cultural properties, and repaying
BRHISIEHLTWE v EERTHET, syt hiemesils:

ned the four sections

on. Since then, the Center has mair

management of cultural properties from the time of its establish-

men, in order to carry out irs duties in response t the demands

FRPHAR : RBGTRERSENIC TS TREANE R - MR EHAR - MEOBTFR

Dondru:hlnno\ogﬂul Dating Section: D Ressarch Section: Magnetic
with the ing and repair of the prospaction at a kiln site

Eastemn Pagnda Yakushij tampla
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Maps of the Nara and !
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas
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the sixth and seventh centuries in the
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Eﬁiéﬂiﬁ Chronological Table

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Raelocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
EEESVRIDPe HEHBOXKS0e

Taihg code put into effect

KHBEVEM DR

Fujiwara bacomes the capital of Japan

e L B e b o

Emprass Zotienwuhou of Tang enthronad
BUBEKELEAES e

AsukaKiyomihara Code snacted

RERBEFYEN D@

Compilation of the Ritsurys legal code and oflicial istoric chronicles bagins
BPVEHSBRNEDS0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
RHAFEHBLE | be

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
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First census register compiled
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United force of Japan and Paakcha losas to the Tang army at Hakusonko
m# - [OHEEdE ORHVEURCe

Talka Reform declared
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Princa Nakane Oa assassinates Soga no ruka
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Canstruction of Yamadadera temple bagins
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First delegation sant toTang China
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Tang Dynasty defeals Sul

HRENE D
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Sakatadera temple erected
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M Construction of the Hakoji temple (Asukadera) begins
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m Bugdhism introduced from Peakche, Korea
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Historic memorial (year of birth/death)
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710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824
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HNENNEBDESHERIEC M REVLR

Retired Emperor Heizel dies
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Ratired Emperor Heizel moves 1o the Nara palace

BFE KUK R B HioL e

GCapital maves to Heian

BRI R

Capital moves to Nagaoka

WL R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

mrREIemERe e

Yobai Palace completed

BENRRB e

Prigst Dokyo falls from powar

AWK R

Fujiwara no Nakamarc's rebellion ocours; produciion of ane million miniaiure pagodas siaried
EEEENSR" MK N v OREe

¥ou6 code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising ocours; Nara palace remodeled
HNEEVRLT BREHNOK FRNoHE

Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin) arives from Tang

WA R KO

Cansacration held of the newly made colossal Buddna figure at Tadaiji tampla
EKirKICERKBRBIBOS0

Capital raturns to Nara

BHBIEL PR

Capital moves 1o Nankwa

BRIEVE D0

Shigaraki Palace oracted

MDY N ve

Govermant orders the erection of provincial temples
BRIreBHVKLe

Fujimara no Hitotsugu's reballin takes place. Capital moves fo Kuni
BEKEOMEON®R  fRUKLRBRN R

Smalipox epidemic breaks aut; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE  SIEERIEN < RR2R 1P

Prince Nagaya farced to commil sulcide on suspicion of reason
HEHe MG Ie

Emperor Shomu enthronad

BEKHaES 0

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan]  compiled

O#ERRIRE e

Kaojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed. Emparor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
foERERREre BUMIHEERE SR

Capital moves 10 Nara

B ERL RS



ﬁﬁ%fﬂﬂ Location

R A TS
Temporary Headquarters

6308577 MRMERE2478 1
FRESEAE ERm Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
WMARE  Tel0742-30-6753 Fax.0742-30-6750
LENEES TEHEE SRHtsy—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
EMESHENRR (THRIBEK) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax.0742:30-6830
247-1. Saki-cho. Nara City 830-8577 Japan

i—LA—37 http://www.nabunken.go.jp/

cvassendh (T
< (R

BEREBED (RS - BRIX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

6340026 HMRHARZAE]84-1
Tel0744-24-1122 / Fax 0742-21-6380
84-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

FRSEFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

6340102 SEANMTMEADHIRLE01
Tel0744-54-3561  Fax0744-54-3663
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Tekaichi County. Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

hi— LiA—37 http://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Aerial view of the Asuka Historical Museum from

the southeast

The Asuka Historical Museum opened in March
1975 as a comprehensive museum concerned with
the Asuka period and region. The year 2015 descrves
commemaration as the 40th anniversary of its apen-
ing.

The large roof in the foreground is the Asuka His-

torical Museum. The modern appearance of the de-

sign by Taniguchi Yoshird retains its charm even with
40 years' passing. The spacious grounds are dorted

with replicas of the Kameishi (Torroise Stone) and

other stone objects of Asuka, among which the Mt.

Sumeru stone, reconstructed as a working fount

is a monument serving as symbal of the museum,
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