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“The Nara Palace Site, a Specal Historic Site
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The Nara Capital and Palace

‘The Nara capital (710-784) was an anci
spanning the arcas of the modem cities of Nara and ¥
ied afier the Tang Chinese capital of Ch
broad and narrow streets forming a grid.
With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, thy

75 meters. {equivalent to 26 car lanes) w
The population is estimated at between 100
and as many as 6,500 burcaucrats were held to work at the
As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at a
or ane-twenticth of

The investigation of the Nara capital
for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Outline of the Institute

‘The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
is an organizati [ hensive research on
cultural heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as

“Nanto” (southem capital), having a wealth of ancient
architecture and historical works of art the Institule was
established to research these materials in co nsive
fashion. Since the question of the Nara palace site's
preservation rose up in the mid 1950"s, the Institute has
advanced full-scale excavation and research at both the Nara
and Pujiwara palace sites. The results of these efforts have been
utilized both domestically and internationally in research and in
academic exch regarding the . of ancient
capilals.

Also, techniques for preservation, reconstruction, and
presentation, developed by the Institute for the conservation of
precious culural properties, have been urilized for sites and
artifacts throughout Japan and across the world. Currently, the
reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall at the
Nara palace site is underway, following the completion of the
Suzaku Gale. Further, the Institute serves as a center for training
and joint research programs targeted for foreign researchers and
local public agency personnel in charge of buried culral
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excavation.
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Conducting comprehensive
cultural heritage research
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Rescarch Institute for Cultural
Properties was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary
organization of the National Commission for Protection of
Cultural Properties, the predecessor of the current
Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view 1o conducting
research  on cultural properties. At the time of its
inception, the Institute had three research  divisions,

ializing in history, archi , and art, as well as a
Affairs Division. The growing necessily 1o
protect the Nara palace site led to the  inception of the
Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In
1973, the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site
Investigations was established, and in 1973, the Asuka
fistorical Museum was established by a Cabinet
resolution made in 1970 as part ul‘ the govemment’s
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka
arca, In order to help meet the demand for rescue
excavations conducted hy Tocal guvcmmems the Center
for A ical Oy was d in 1974 to
train local excavators and provide advices to local
authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform
initintives, national research institutes belonging to
government ministries and agencies are undergoing
reorganization.Consequently, the National Research
Institure for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara
National Cultural Properties Research Institure were
integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent
Administrative Institution in April 2001. Further, in April
2007, the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties became one unit of the Independent
Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Hr.nlzge cnealed lhmqgh a merger with the Indcpendent
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General




W 1952 /BH27F4R

LM R S W BLIRE & LT 4RO ATSENT (1
B - el CEGFRE - ERRES - BRmxs)
% Fe Rl A BFRTS0H b 1 B

u April 1952

The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties,
with a General Affairs Division, Historical Rescarch Division,
Architecture Rescarch Division, and Art Research Division, at
50 Kasugano-cho, Nara,
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= July 1954
‘The Institute was officially named the Nara National Culrural
Properties Research Institue.

= October 1960
‘The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.

u 19634 /BNI3BEIR w April 1963

SRR AL S N The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was
e

u 19685 /BBHN4356R mJune 1968

TUTHRE EOMBRMELS The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Tnstitute under its control.

m 19704 /BT4SFAR  April 1970

ST B P DR “The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

m 19735 /BH48548 mApril 1973 |

Lol - TR MR TR CR TR AN - R R The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and
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rhe Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Section was also established.

m April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archacological Operations were established.
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® March 1975
The Asuka Historical Muscum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture.

mApril 1980
The Art Rescarch Division wansferred to the Research Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

= April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara, The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Ceater for
Archacolagical Operations were integrated into the Instirute.

u August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division
of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomaro-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecrure.

m April 2001
The National Research Institute for Culrural Properties, Nara,
was granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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u April 2007

It became the Independ Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties.
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Department of Planning and
Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is
ible for the Iy planning and i

of matters related 1o research conducted by the Nara National
Research Institute for Cultural Propertics and also promotes
public utilization of the results. In addition, it fosters the

llection and di ination of i as a national
cenier for rescarch related to cultural properties conservation,
and provides expert cooperation and advice to national and
regional public institutes while also coordinating joint research
projects with them. The cooperation furnished to the Agency
for Cultural Affairs’ project for preserving and utilizing the
murals of the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tombs is one of the
good examples.

For the execution of these projects, the department has five
Sections, with the following duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for
the planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing
support and advice regarding archaeological excavations and
culral property conservation conducted by regional
2 and other izations throughout the nation.

The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances
the Institute’ s information system, and gathers, maintains, and
provides data and materials related to cultural property.

The I ional Cc Section plans,
operates, and manages aspects of academic exchanges,
technical training, and international cooperation to foreign
countries, such as Afghanistan, Cambodia, and Irag.

The Exhibition Section distributes the resull of Institute
research publicly through the exhibitions at the Asuka
Historical Museum and the Nara Palace Site Muscum. The
Nara Palace Site Museum is closed for renovation in 2009 and
will be re-opened in 2010 commemorating the 1300th
anniversary of the ancient capital of Nara.

The Photography Section produces and manages
photographs related 1o cultural property. It also develops new
technology for photography.
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural
Landscape, and the Site Management Sections, throughout
which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research
with regard to cultural materials such as historical documents
gardens and cultural landscapes, and archaeological and
historical sites.

The Historical Document Section is engaged in the research
of historical documents such as books and other written
materials. For historical dk catalogs and i
records are being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other major
temples in Nara and the Kinki region, and it promotes the
publication of the works. For other writlen materials, items
such as drawings and woodblock carving are also investigated.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on
archilectural heritages through investigations of various types
of extant structures as well as through analyses of
archaeological features, and also collects, organizes, and
publicizes materials related 1o architectural cultural property.
The results of these activities are applied (o conservation and
restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and
the cooperative work for the reconstruction: of the Former
Imperial Audience Hall at the Nura palace site, as well as

peralive research for cons ion of archil heritages
overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental
research on several aspects of cultural landscapes, which is a
new calegory of cultural property. It also collects and organizes
the results of conservation activities for cultural landscapes,
carrics out fieldworks for case study, and conducts cooperative
research contributing to conservation policy such as making a
master plan,

The Site Stabilization Section conducts research on the
management sysiem for proper conservation of a variety of
archacological and historic sites. It promotes utilization of
information by publication and making database of research
materials related to site management activities carried out
throughout the country, and also utilizes this information and
experience in providing cooperation to regional public
institutions engaged in site It also carries out
investigation for the history of Japanese gardens and for
conservation and restoration of the historic gardens. For the
purposes, it organizes and publicizes the database of
archaeologically excavated garden sites.
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Historical Documenl Saction:
Investigating old documents at Yahushiji temple, Nara

BMEAE D5 R (RR) OX{ERRRNE

Cullural Landscapa Sectian: Invastigating cultural landscapes of the
Shimanto river basin
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i i . 0~} Architectural Histary Saction: Architectural investigation of

Site Stabilization Section: Jaint Research Session on Site the Horiuchi residance (Shiojiri city), a designated Important Gultural Praparty
Preservation and Conservation Science (30-31.Jan 2009)
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Reconstructed Eastern Palace
Garden

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

This Department is in charge of archacological
investigations ar the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with cxcavarion of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on rosidences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commoners are carricd out in the surrounding
Nara capital site, along with investigations of public market
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavated portions of the site are presented o the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once stood, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a building’s pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
amfm.u and features that survive in ardsawlogsnl sires.

logical and the p g of great
volumes of primary data obtained l’rom ancient s:tes are vital
tasks which furcher research on ancient history.
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Nara palace site, partially advanced reconstruction(right; reconstructed Eastam Palace
Garden, center:reconstructed foundalion platiorm of the Lattar Imperial Audience Hall, laft;
the Farmer Imperial Audience Hall under reconstruction)

RENEOWOMRREE
Excavation of the Eastorn Palace Aria TR RSOOSR TS NTU A
Pit in which a large amount of wooden wriling tablets (mokkan) or folding

fans were dumpad at tha eastern govermment oflice compound area, the
Nara palace site "
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of root files, Yamadadera temple site

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

“The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the
historic secting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, cconomic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
cighth centuries. Accordingly haeological
temains lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of clie familics, the sites of

temples including Asukad the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of
tombs, the earthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in

a variery of

. the northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capiral,

ding out five on

built on a lar grid sp
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor’s residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducted.

Through the cxcavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations are conducted by the Department with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition to making these results publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of rescarch results, exhibitions at its main facilicy, the
Department is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and urilization for the public benefit.

WESEE-REE ERE

Reconstructed plan of the eastern cloistar and
maln hall, Yamadadera temple
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Fujiwara palace site (special historic site): Excavation at the court of the Slale Hall Compound (irom the south]

The pavad courtyard used for ceramany, with the faatures of flagstaffs, was revealed. A leature of canal thal was excavaled for construction of the palace was also
ascertained thars. To the rear cain be sean the foundation platfarm of tha Imperial Audience Hall

Tl 2008FRRBMME (LH5)
MBOANE, SHANONE, 7ERPAOCANORERIRRY. TORERINENCWFNELETEASN. BHICEEDAS,

Ishigami site, excavation in 2008 (from the north)

The investigation was to determine tha extent of the Ishigami site, which served as the official guast house in Asuka. Excavation revaaled
intricately averiapped archasological featuras such as the eastern side of the facility In the middia of the 7th century and saveral buildings
and walls buill in subsequent pariods.
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of bronze
from the Yanagisawa site.Nagano prefecture

Center for Archaeological
Operations

‘The Center for Archaeological Operations studies and
investigations.

The Conservation Science Section conducts research in the
scientific conservation of artifacts and sites. It develops
mbuﬂmhxﬂngwsformnaiwﬂmmmymand
for p and of 1 artifacts. It also
improves methods for diagnosing the deterioration of
archaeological site by environmental, physical and
Earthscientific

technologies.
The anlmumcm Archaeology Section conducts research
on the reca of past envil ially based on

hemmmhmsnfﬂnmlmﬂfaumlmmmhmpmumg
research to infer, based on traces left on bones recovered from
archaeological sites, the tools used for processing these
materials. It also examines unfinished bone and antler tols in
order to th thod of

The Dating Section conducts research which applies
dendrochronology to the fields of archacology, history, and the
mmmufmmm&pocmﬂyllmwrsumg

lopment of ‘method of
by micro-focus X-ray CT scanner and digital |magmg
technology. In addition to advancing the development and
application of tree-ring dating for different species of wooden
artifacts, from the dating of buried wee trunks and other
materials, research is being conducted o clarify the dates of
occurrence of natural disasters,

Archaeological Research b gy Section conducts
mchmdnhvuﬁguimnfudmﬂugicxlsim,ﬂﬂm
methods of surveying and in order to enhance
nationwide the quality of site |munmma|ﬂmmh and
H]eefﬁ::ency of it

lopr ofawiled P

dimensional measuring.

The Center makes information aboul ils activities public by
publishing the research results of each section regularly in the
CAO News.
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in
1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with
special legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic
scenery and sile of the Asuka region, The Asuka period and
region are the objects of its displays, with exhibits made
centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Depariment of Imperial Palace sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition to the regular
exhibits there are special exhibitions held twice yearly in the
spring and auturmn, and lectures have also heen held. Recently,
in order to make the Institate’ s research activities more widely
known, planned exhibits based on the research results of other
sections of the Institute have been held.

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit
Hall 1 deals with the palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs,
and temples of Asuka, with exhibits made centering on
artifacts recovered from these sites, o promole knowledge of
the history of the Asuka period. For the palaces, artifacts
recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
central part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a water
clock accompanying the palace. For stone objects, there are a
stone carving with male and female images and a stone
representation of Mt. Sumeru displayed within the muscum,
together with replicas of stone objects displayed in the
museum’ s garden, some of them spouting water 1o recreate
their original condition. For mounded tombs, arifacts
recovered from the Takamatsuzuka tomb, and for temples,
items discovered at Asuka and Kawarader emples, are
displayed.

Exhibit Hall 2 features a reconstruction using recovered
architectural members from the eastemn corridor of the cloister of
Yamadadera temple. Materials from Yamadadera, including
these architectural members, were designated a national
Important Cultural Property in 2007,

During 2008 fiscal year there were two special exhibits, a
spring exhibit titked “Oriental Zodiac from the Kitora Tomb:
Mouse, Cow, and Tiger,” and an autumn exhibit titled “Enchanting
Fine At Ceramics in Tang: Archacological Discovery of the
Huangye Three-Colored Ceramic Kiln Site.” Planned exhibits
were held in the summer on “Pilgrimage 10 Asuka,” and in the
winter on “Archaeology in Asuka 2008." The autumn special
exhibit showed many precious three-colored plazed cermics
from the Huangye kiln site in cooperation with the
Archaeological Institute of Henan Province, China.
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property
Conservation

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Propertics
promotes a variety of international projects including joint
research, exchanges of research personnel, technical training,
andresmranmandpm:ervmcnpmmmjaisupnmdm

in programs of i
by ACCU (M&‘Pnclﬁc Culwral Centre for UNESCO) and
JICA (Japan Agency).

In 2009 fiscal year the institute is mainly carrying out the
following six projects of international cooperation and
exchanges: (1) Joint investigation of the Han-Wei Luoyang
imperial palace site in the city of Luoyang, Henan Province,
China, with the Institute of Archacology, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences; (2) Joint research at the Huangye and Baihe
Kiln sites, for producing three-colored glazed Tang potiery, in
the city of Gongyi, Henan Province, China, with the
Archacological Institute of Henan Province, China; (3) Joint
research of excavated artifacts from the Sui and Tang graves in
the Chaoyang district, with the Archacological Institute of
Linoning Province; (4) Comparative research on ancient
capitals in Korea and Japan and exchanges of personnel in
conjunction with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea; (5) International cooperation for
conservation of Westemn Prasat Top in the Angkor
archacological sites, Cambodia, and training program for
Cambaodian experts in conjunction with APSARA (Authority
for the Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region
of Siem Reap); and (6) Inernational cooperation for
conservation of the Bamiyan archacological sitc, Afghanistan,
and training program for Afghan experts, conducted with the
National Research Institute for Cultural Propertics, Tokyo. The
institute also contributes the ongoing project of investigation
and conservation for Thang Long imperial palace sile in
Hanoi, Viet Nam, conducted with the Japan Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Japan Agency for Cultural Affairs, and

Japan Ci for Intenational C in Cultursl
Heritage.

‘Ihe institute is highly-appraised intemationally for the
achi of these i | projects, and a

role of national center for the international cooperation in
cultural heritage. In order to contribute the promotion of

mlcmmunal contribution of Japan, it also promotes
T among industry, and academia: the
cooperative project supported by nongov i

enterprises
in the conservation of the Angkor archaeological sites,
‘Camboxdia, is a good example.
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Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

‘The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Palace Site, and the Asuka
Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institule also organizes
public lectures in which its rescarchers present the results
of their investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical
Museum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
ussociation with special exhibitions of the muscum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of
Imperial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site
viewings for those interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institute making these
research and survey results publicly available include its
academic journal, annual reports, compendia of historical
materials and other basic data, catalogs of exhibitions at
the Asuka Historical Museum, and the CAO News.
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Web Page of Nara National Research
Institute for Caltural Properties
http:/fwww.nabunken.go.jp

The Institute’s Web page will be used first of all to
make public a variety of databases that organically
integrate digitalized inf on culwral properties,
and also to provide information on upcoming events, such
as public site viewings at archaeological excavations, and
open lectures,

Further, in addition to broadcasting introductions of the
contents of the Institute’s research, lists of its
publications, and news regarding cullural propertics, the
Institute will strive to distribute information on cultural
properties by incorporating new lechnologies such as the
3-D contents and Web TV components for the Asuka
Historical Museum.

LT
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tﬁzﬂﬂﬂj Eﬂ%ﬁﬁ ZFEE Institute Headquarters
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ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁgﬁ (ﬂ%ﬁlﬁiﬂ!{z) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 WMEHAZFEIO4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara Gity 834-0026 Japan

ERRENES (RN BERE) F& &A&rS
Deparimoent of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations{Asuka/Fujiwara)

REBHEE Asuka Historical Museum
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801, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi Gounty, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Mural of the Takamatsuzuka Tomb
(National Treasure of Japan):
Material Analysis

We launched material analysis of the Takamatsuzuka tomb' s
mural in 2008, to grasp the deterioration extent of the murals and
1o clarify the cause of deterioration. Nara National Research
each researcher play a role in heghis specialized field for the
‘purposes. In 2008, the mural of Byakko (White Tiger of the four
dmmdunﬁ)mlbeseemadwammwﬂlwas

g and chemical analysis,
which is pointed out to have been the worst deteriorated one as the
lines and colors became viague, compired (o the pictures taken at
the time of discovery.

Microscopic observation by fiber scope revealed that the
sccondary white object covered and masked some lines;
meanwhile other lines were actually vague or disappeared even if
lines and painting materials were remained. X ray florescence
analysis re-verified the possibility that lead white was applied as
first coat for the mural, for small amount of lead was detected on
the ground plaster, especially on the part of the face of Byakko
(this result has initially been reported by National Rescarch
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo, in 2004).

Movable frame on which various measuring devices were
mounied was prepared o investigate the whole part of the murals,

ﬂwummumm BOATENEL L
&5, WA T E( i) <D, RRFER &
) 0“&5<ﬂf‘ﬂﬁ!ﬂ(btulﬁ
Analysis of mural by moblle X-ray florascence instrument
Measuremant of lead (Ph) distribution revealed that the P intensity
of lead was significantly large al the part of the image. This tendency is
similar fo the counterparl of the Sangyeongchong lomb's mural,
eo.
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National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

Department of Planning and
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Department of Cultural Heritage
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
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Asuka Historical Museum
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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TISELRIE  Map of the Nara Capital Site
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BEERELOE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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BE;ES®R Chronological Table

LB Heian Period

g

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 7A1 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824

6076188306‘16656469635?06?36765813&9690604701 708

g
g
8
g
2
8
B
2

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time
HEHNEEORSmER KEHAIER
Retired Emperor Heizel dies

H-E-HH R R e

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
et wirtesi eyt

Capital moves to Helan

B G085 0 B o

Capital moves to Nagacka

05 L 8 R B o

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

IV ST S RO HIe

Yébal Palace completed

BENEIRE 00

Priest Dakyd falls from power

BWAKR PO

Fujiwara no s rebellion oocurs;

WESEISR MRWMOVORSKQ

Tachibana no Naramaro’s uprising occurs; Yors code put Into effect; Nara palace remodeled

Wik RIS K MNEEREE RS HE
Priest Janzhen(Ganjin) arrives from Tang
AN A KT

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple

KKV KISCEEEMARIELR0
Capital returns to Nara

RWE-BRL PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRENEA e

Shigaraki Palace erected

SEEKDLE N e

Government orders the erection of provincial temples
BERFSMHNKS®

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves ta Kuni
S ECRRIIe #ELIHEL R

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimard,etc.) die

HKEGRKIET i Moo < RRB R He
Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason
I IHH S R{1Qr e

Emperar Shdmu enthraned

BiHK IR EE e

Nihan Shaki [Chranicle of Japan] compllad

O ERERE e

Kofiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned

HOlRARE e WHHIEEERRS 00
Capital moves ta Nara
ERR LB R

Wado Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
REESWREPQ HERMEYEKSQ
Taih code put into ettect
KB FREN R
Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan
0040 L 5 Y B o
Emprass Zetienwuhou of Tang anthroned
EVEKELRER 00
AskaKiyomihara Code enacted
RERRIEFNENDQ

of the Ritsury® legal code and
BLUEAHOHEENEORQ
Silla unifies the Korean peninsula
WERAFNAHEE]

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
THEF S L2 0 K i I R R T B R D R i o 1@
First census register compiled
HODMILE (B4 K 0ve
United force of Japan and Paekche loses 1o the Tang army at Hakusonkd
M- e OxHVEYERe
Talka Reform declared
KEpRSEp AR
Prince Makano e assassinates Saga no Iruka
KR ENOR SR < YR e
‘Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JEPROVOESR
First delegation sent to Tang Ghina
i — B Sl fin e <o
Tang Dynasty defeats Sui
R EE VRS o
Ono na Imoke sent to Sul Ghina; construction of Horyujl temple begins
SERENRELEEDe HEPROVORS0
Sakatadara temple sracted
HEIPMOVRe
Saventeen Article Constitution promulgated
W VKRR
Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace
SWMEMZNNR
Prince Shotoku oversees palitics
BEKNAERNORRNUR
Empress Sulko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka
#IOKEARRHVES e
Sui Dynasty unifies China
ELFHAYE| R
Construction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins.

HMEH (RIRAP) ¥OvORSe
Buddhism Introduced from Peakche, Korea
I ROARRELR

chronicles bagins

of one million miniature pagodas started

aTakece
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Historic memaorial (year of birth/death)
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FR7EHt  Location

RESERATRSTAT A

Headquarters of Institute

630-8577 REH_%E2-9-1
I L) Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax0742:30-6730
mHE Tel.0742-30-6739 Fax0742-30-8730
RILRHNMER Tel.0742-30-6753 Fax0742-30-8750
TEARE ORES SR ey y—
Tel.0742-30-6852 Fax.0742-30-6841
RSN (PHRE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fex.0742-30-6830
2-9-1. Nijo-choNara City 630-B577 Japan

K—L~—3 hitp://www.nabunken.go.jp

i

SmMFEIREELS (R - BRIHX)

Department af Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)
6340025 MEMAZAES4-1

Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-86390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara Gty 634-0025 Japan

RREEIR

Asuka Historical Mussum

6340102

Tel0744-54-3561 / Fax0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
i-modef]  http//asuka. nabunken. jp/i/

j-phonef  http//asuka. nabunken. |p/j/

‘ezwebM  httpw//asuka. nabunken. jp/ez/




i | THERAREREHL #F

S5 E IR Y1 Lm X WAL Tm O L4
PHHLEL AN BOBHLELLTHTHE,
SRR & 1D SO L b IS ROKH,
AMBHU A LA, T b M R IR
TEUMELIED 31 b, AMOLOTESH
30em. ADEOTI8em, FLARETHEL
2OONE L, Mok EORENHDLObHD,
B AR TW S b H ), EkiF
AT T o 2 A AR OME OB S
WL 2 RIER RN THD.

Gover:Cypress folding fans recovered from the
eastern government office compound
area, the Nara palace site

These cypress folding fans were recovered from
the pit measuring 7 m from north to south and 11 m
from east 1o west at the eastern govemnment office
compound arca. Many wooden writing tablets and
wooden implements were recovered from the pit,
which is supposed to have been used for a garbage
hole. Among them, it is noteworthy that many
cypress folding fans were preserved in good

«condition. Largest one measures 30 cm, and smallest

one measures 18 cm in length. Most of them

remained folded when unearthed. A number of them
have ink inscriptions of personal names.

Surprisingly, some examples were preserved with

their pivotal and sewing strings. This discovery offers

a strong clue for understanding the manufacture

method of cypress folding fan in the Nara period,

which has not ever been clarified in detail.
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