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The Nara Palace Site, a National Historic Monument

REH
Ministry of Milltesy Alfairs:

The Nara Capital and Palace

‘The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Kariyama,

Designed aficr the Tang Chincse capital of Chang’an,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 mecers {equivalent to 26 car lancs) wide and lined wich willow and pagoda trees.
The populaion is estimated at berween 100,000 to 200,000,

and as many as 6,500 burcaucrats were held o work at the Nara palace.

As the roral population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 millian,
or one-twenticth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great mecropalis in its day.

The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Transmitting cultural
properties to

future generations

Outline of the Institute

“The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
is an ization i o ive research on
cultural heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as

“Nanto” (southern capital), having a wealth of ancient
architecture and historical works of art; the Institule was
established to research these materials in comprehensive
fashion. Since the question of the Nara palace site’ s
preservation rose up in the mid 1950" s, the Institute has
advanced full-scale excavation and research at both the Nara
and Fujiwara palace sites. The results of these efforts have been
utilized both domestically and internationally in rescarch and in
academic exch. regarding the of ancient
capitals.

Also, techniques for preservation, reconstruction, and
presentation, developed by the Institute for the conservation of
precious cultural properties, have been urilized for sites and
artifacts throughout Japan and across the world. Currently, the
reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall at the
Nara palace site is underway, following the completion of the
Suzaku Gule. Further, the Institule serves as a center for training
and joint research programs targeted for foreign researchers and
Local public agency personnel in charge of buried cultural
i who partici in i

excavation.
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History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary
organization of the National Commission for Protection
of CulwralProperties, the predecessor of the current
Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view to conducting
research on cultural properties. At the time of its
mu:plum, the Institute had three research divisions,

lizing in  history, and art, as well as a
Gcnnral Affairs Division. The growing necessity to
protect the Heijo palace site led 1o the  inception of the
Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations in 1963. In
1973, the Division of the Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site
TInvestigations was established, and in 1975, the Asuka
Historical Museum was opened, prompted by a Cabinet
resolution made in 1970 as part of the govenment's
efforts to preserve the cultural properties of the Asuka
area, [n order to help meet the demand for rescue

ducted by local g the Center
for A ical O ions was ished in 1974 to
train local excavators and provide advices to local
authorities.
As part of the Japanese Government' s reform initiatives,
national research institutes belonging to government
ministries and agencies are undergoing reorganization.
Consequently, the National Research Institure for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institure were integrated uml
reorganized as b h of the Indep
Administrative Institution in April 2001. Further, in April
2007, the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Propertics  became one unit of the Independent
Administrative Institution National Institute for Cultural
Hentage. crealed through a merger with the Independent

National
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m April 1952
The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Culrural Properics,
with 2 General Afsirs Division, Hiserical Research Diisio,
ivision, and Art Research Divisian, at
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mJuly 1954
The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Properties Research Institute.
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4 L Pkt N O TR | - R A T £ R

= October 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.

m 1963F /IBHI3BFE4R W April 1963

FHERREMAESL R The Division of Heijo Palace Sire Invesrigations was
established.

m 19684 BEHM43F6A m June 1968

KALTARE TORBRME%S The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Insticute under its control,

W 19704 /BH45F4R m April 1970

SRR R RLAT & I The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

W 19735 /BH48E4R u April 1973
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The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and
the Asuka Hiscorical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Secrion was also established.

m April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archacological Operations were established.

m 19755 “WBHI50538
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= March 1975
The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture.

= 1980% “BHS5F4R
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m April 1980
The Art Research Division transferred to the Rescarch Center
for Buddhist Arr, of the Nara National Muscum.
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= April 1980

The Institute relocated w Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of

Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
ical Operations were integrated into the Institute,
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= August 1988
A new headquarters building was built for the Division

of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture.
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®Apnl 2001
The National Research Instirute for Culrural Properties, Nara,
was granted the status of independent administrative institution.

= April 2007

It became the Independ Administrative Institution National
Institute for Cultural Heritage, Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Propertics.
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Department of Planning and
Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is responsible
for the ive planning and of matters
related to rescarch conducted by the Nara, National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, and also promotes public
utilization of the results. In addition, it fosters the collection
and dissemination of information as a national ceater for
research related to cultural properties conservation, and
provides expert cooperation and advice to national and
regional public institutions while also coordinating joint
research projects with them. The technical cooperation and
coordination fumished to the Agency for Culural Affair’s
project for preserving and utilizing the murals of the
Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tombs is one example of this.

For the execution of these projects, the Planning and
Coondination Section, the Data and Information Section, the

1 Ci ion Section, the Section, and
the Photography Section were established, with the following
duties divided among them.

The Planning and Coordination Section is responsible for the
planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing
support and advice regarding archaeological excavations and
cultural pmpemei oons:mmon conducted by regional

and other the nation.
The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s information system, and gathers, maintains, and
provides data and materials related (o cultural properties. The
Intemational Cooperation Section plans, coordinales, operates,
and manages aspects of intemational cooperation, exchange,
and training. The Exhibition Section strives to distribute
publicly the results of Institule research, centering on the
enrichment of the exhibits at the Asuka Historical Museum
and the Nara Palace Site Muscum. The Photography Section
produces and manages photographs related to cultural
malcrials,
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Department of Cultural Heritage

‘The Department of Cultural Heritage has four Sections,
being the Historical Document, the Architectural History, the
Cultural Landscape, and the Site Management Sections,
through which it conducts specialized and comprehensive
research with regard to cultural materials such as historical
documents and other written materials, historical buildings and
groups of traditional structures, gardens and cultural
landscapes, and archaeological and historical sites.

The Historical Document Section engages in the research of
historical documents such as books, and other written
materials. For historical catalogs and ph hi
records are being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and the other
major temples of Nara, which constitute the main targets of
research, as well as at other temples in the Kinai region, and
efforts are being made to make the results public. For other
written materials, items such as drawings and woodblock
carvings are the objects of focus, and currently the archives of
Sekino Tadashi are under investigation.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on the
architectural heritage through investigations of various types of
extant structures as well as through analyses of archaeological
features, and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials
related to architectural cultural properties. Further, the results
of these efforts are applied to the preservative restoration of

i cultural and through coop in the
reconstruction of historic buildings such as the Former
Imperial Audience Hall at the Nara palace site, as well as in
cooperation with investigations for the purpose of conserving
the architectural heritage overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts rescarch
contributing to conservation policy regarding cultural
landscapes, a categary of cultural propertics added with the
May 2004 revision of the Cultural Properties Protection Act,
by investigating relevant examples and drawing up plans for
their p!esenrauon It also collects and organizes the results of

ugl the country with regard
to gardens, with the aim of making public a database of these
materials, and from 2006 is conducting research for a second
phase of this plan by collecting data and holding research
sessions focusing on gardens from the Heian period on.

The Site Management Section conducts surveys on the
condition of restored historic sites from the planning stage
through their restoration and management, with the aim of
organizing 1hc pmhlcrn areas into a database. I also nuinzee
this i i in providing o
regional public urgamza[mns with restoration projects of
historic sites.
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Landscape Section: Investigating cultural landscapes of the
Shimanto river basin

. - s
MW ¥ DRSS EAH RS (2007.1.26~26)

Site Management Section: First Research Session on Site Management
and Utilization {25-28 Jan 2007)

RAPROEEI S Role and Organization of Institute

FEHRT  RFOH WA

Historical Dogument Section

Investigating old documents at Yakushil temple, Nara

WRORAE BELLRRPIREE (GRE) OREE

Architectural History Section: Architectural investigation of

the Horiuchi residence (Shiojir

. a designated Important Cuitural Proparty

9
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Reconstructed Eastern Palace
‘Garden

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

This Department is in charge of archaeological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperar to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), alang with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoverics
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on residences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commaners are carried out in the surrounding
Nara capical site, along with investigations of public marker
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavated portions of the site are presented to the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundarion placforms where buildings once stood, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a buildings pillars, or
reconstructing the facilicies themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
arul‘.;m :nd I'u(uns that survive in archaeological sices.

I ion and the p g of great
volumes uf;:mma.ry data obtained from ancient sites are vital
tasks which furcher rescarch on ancient history.
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Nara palace site, partially advanced reconstruction(right; reconstructed Eastern Palace
‘Garden, center;reconstructed foundation platform of the Second Imperial Audience Hall,
laft: the First Imperial Audience Hall under reconstruction)

RERTORGRPRIHE

Excavation of the Eastem Palace Area FAWERRTHTLEHES

Waoden well frame excavated a the sita of Dining hall complex,
Saida temple

n
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fuijiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the
historic sewting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, economic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
cighth centuries. Accordingly, a variety of archacological
remains lie dormant beneach the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of

temples  includi Asukad: the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of
tombs, the carthcn podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in
the northern half of chis region lics the Fujiwara capital,
built on a recrangular grid spreading ou five kil on
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, locared in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor's residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducred.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations are conducted by the Department with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. [n addition to making these resules publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of research results, exhibitions at its main facility, the
Deparement is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and utilization for the public benefir.
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lan of the easter cloister and
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of 1aof tilas, Yamadadera tempie site

pl
main hall, Yamadadera temple
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National Historic Monument Fujiwara Palace Site: Sixth east hall of the State Halls compound

All foundation stones had been removed, but small stones used to stabilize them and cobble stones remained in a good state of presarvation,
and the circumference of the podium was ringed with a ditch dug in conjunction with its construction.

HECWEEE 2006FRARENEENFEORE (BRLD
Amakashi-no-oka TBroku site: Eastern sector of the excavation area for 2006 (from the southwast)

PROPOFMOEREL. THEMHUCAEShL60. [BFEE] (CE. CORCEERATVALE BIRREN - AROMCIEET @M 7
The diagonal stone fence at the center was builtin the first hal of the fourth century. is this faature possibly related 1o the residenca of
Soga no Emishi and Iruka, said in the Nihon shoki to have been bult on this hil?
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Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Conservation Science Section conducts research aimed
at developing and making practical a variety of analytic
methods for investigating the material quality and structure of
archaeological materials. It also conducts practical research
regarding the preservation and restoration of archaeological
materials, such as methods for drying wooden objects. The
Environmental Archacology Section conducts research on the

ion of ancient based on floral and
faunal remains. In addition it is pursuing research to infer,
based on traces left on bones recovered from archaeological
siles, the tools used for processing these materials. The Dating
Section conducts research which applies dendrochronology to
the fields of archacology, history, and the histories of art and
architecture. In addition to advancing the development and
application of tree-ring dating for different species of wooden
artifacts, from the dating of buried tree trunks and other
materials, research is being conducted to clarify the dates of
occurrence of natural disasters. The Survey and Prospection
Section conducts research on the investigation of
archaeological sites, and on methods of surveying and
prosp in order to enh: ide the quality of site
investigation and research, and the efficiency of archaeological
excavation.

In addition, the Center makes information about its activities
public by publishing the research results of each section
regularly in the CAO News.

EBRRSHTENE (LESORMO LU

of the stona chamber at the Takamatsuzuka tomb

Dis
{removal of the northem stone wall)
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Prospection al the Nara palace site

FA2073—ARAXKBCTIC L DHROIRIBENTRERLR (£)
EEONTER (T)

Non-destructive dendrachranological maasurement of a male daity figura using a
micrafocus X-ray CT scan {top), and the resulting image in section (battom)

MANSERFETINECHTRETS

Butchering a daer with stona tools, as part of
environmental archaeology training
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Asuka Historical Museum

This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in
1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with
special legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic
scenery and site of the Asuka region. The Asuka period and
region are the objects of its displays, with exhibits made
centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Department of Imperial Palace sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition to the regular
exhibits there are special exhibitions held twice yearly in the
spring and autumn, and lectures have also been held. Recently,
in order to make the Institute” s research activities more widely
known, planned exhibits based on the research results of other
sections of the Institute have been held,

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit
Hall 1 deals with the palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs,
and temples of Asuka, with cxhibits made centering on
artifacts recovered from these sites, to promote knowledge of
the history of the Asuka period. For the palaces, artifacts
recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
central part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a water
clock accompanying the palace. For stone objects, there are a
stone carving with male and female images and a stone
representation of Mt Sumeru displayed within the museum,
together with replicas of stone objects displayed in the
museum’ s garden, some of them spouting water to recreate
their original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts
recovered from the Tukamatsuzuka mound, and for temples,
items discovered at Asuka and Kawaradera temples, are
displayed. In Exhibit Hall 2, a reconstruction using recovered
architectural members from the castem corridor of the cloister
of Yamadadera temple is displayed.

In the previous year there were two special exhibits, a spring
exhibit tited “Kitora Kofun and Excavated Murals,” and a fall
exhibit on “Asuka’s Metal Craftsmen: Aspects of the Marine
Mammal and Grapevine Mirrors.” Planned exhibits were held
twice, with a summer exhibit on “East Asian Zodiac Figures”
and a winter exhibit on “Flash News from Excavations.” The
spring special exhibit in particular was able to feature a rare
public display of the while tiger “Byakko” mural from the
Kitora tomb, for which one: phase of conservation work had just
been completed, and was seen by more than 60,000 visitors.
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1 of Institute

International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Properties
Conservation

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, promoles a varicty of intemational projects including
joint rescarch, exchanges of research personnel, rechnical
training, and restoration and preservation projects, and also
provides assistance in programs of international cooperation
conducted by ACCU (Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for
UNESCO ) and other organizations.

In the 2007 fiscal year, the Institute will participate mainly
in the following five projects of intemational cooperation and

vge: (1) a joint i aimed at clarifying the
actual state of the Luoyang site, an ancient capital located in
the city of Luoyang, Henan province, China, 1o be carried out
as a new five-year project under the program of “Cooperative
Research Related to the Preservation and Study of Ancient
Capitals in Asia,” conducted with the Institute of
Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences; (2)
comprehensive research collaboration, including  the
i hi | i ion, and survey from the
perspective of conservation scicnce, of the Western Prasat Top,
one of the sites of the Angkor group, as part of the program of
“Cooperative Research the P ion of Angkor
Culral Heritage,” in conjunction with the Authority for the
Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap; (3) joint research aimed al clarifying the actual
state of the Huangye and Baihe kiln sites, for producing three-
colored, glazed Tang pottery in the city of Gongyi, Henan
province, China, as part of the program of “Cooperative
Research on Production Sites in East Asin,” conducted in
with the Archacological Institute of Henan
province, China; (4) comparative research on ancient capitals
focusing on the results of i as part of
the program of “Joint Research Regarding the Formation and
Development of Ancient Japunese and Korean Capitals”
carried out in conjunction with the National Research Institute
for Cultural Propertics, Korew; and (5) research and
reorganization of data on Sui and Tang graves in the Chaoyang
district, as a new five-year program of joint research conducted
with the Archacological Institute of Liaoning Province,

In addition, as a project of the National Research Institute
for Cultural (6)Properties in its entirety, the program of

“Cooperation in the Preservation and Restoration of the
Cultural Heritage of West Asian Nations,” now in its fourth
year, will be carried forth in conjunction with the National
Research Instiute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo. This year a
distributional survey will be conducted to verify the extent of

the Bamiyan site in hani along with
prospection and archaeological ion to ascertain cultural
s g okt R

of Buddhist caves, and examinations of the materials used in
Buddhist murals, will also be undertaken.
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Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Imperial Site, and the
Asuka Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes
public lectures in which its researchers present the results
of their investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical
Museum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
association with special exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of
Imperial palace sites Investigations presents public site
viewings for those interested in ancient history

Publications issucd by the Institute making these
rescarch and survey results publicly available include
its academic journal, annual reports, compendia of
histon materizls and other basic data, catalogs of
exl ons at the Asuka Historical Museum, and a
newsletter on issues related to buried cultural propertics.
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4 Role and Orgi

Nara Cultural Properties Research
Institute Home Page
http:/fwww.nabunken.go.jp

The Institute”s home page will be used first of all to
make public a variety of databases that organically
integrale digitalized information on cultural properties,
and also to provide information on upcoming events, such
as public site viewings at archaeological excavations, and
open lectures.

Further, in addition to broadcasting introductions of the

contents of the Institute’s research, lists of its
and news g cultural properties, the

lnslwuw will strive to d]smbute information on cultural
ies by i hnol such as the

3 D contents and Web TV oomponems for the Asuka
Historical Museum.
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AR AR (RE BEMX) Department of Imperial Pelace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 WMEMAZFEO4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomato-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan |
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Depariment of Imparial Palace Sites Investigations(AsukaiFufiwara)

REEREE Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FERAWHBHASERRLUE01 Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Earthauake traces runving along the length and breadth of the mound

Topics:
Takamatsuzuka Tomb and the
Nankai Earthquake

During the excavation conducted in October 2006 at the
Takamatsuzuka tomb, a number of fissures splitting the layers
of tamped earth were discemed. These fissures extended from
just below the surface of the mound down fo the floor of the
stone chamber 5 m beneath the mound’ s apex, and continued
into the strata further below. Based on the recent fruits of
carthquake archacology, these fissures are thought to have
resulted from a severe, magnitude 8-class earthquake, and are
traces of the “Nankai earthquake” thought to hit the southern
Nara basin on a cycle of 90 to 150 years. Afier the construction
of the Takamatsuzuka tomb around the year 700, there have
been nine of the Nankai though it is
not certain which of these caused the damage to the mound.
Fissures detected at horizontal level just above the stone
chamber extending along straight lines following its outlines,
and radiating outward from its comers, splendidly reflecting
the shape of the stone chamber just below. It is highly likely
that these fissures, by creating gaps behind the chamber walls,
served as pathways for rinwater and insects (0 penctrale the
chamber, thereby remotely (o the deterioration of
the murals. The most recent Nankai earthquake occurred in
1946. The next occurrence is expected to come in the first half
of the current century. It is vital that we take lessons for
measures against natural disasters from the earthquake traces
found at the Takamatsuzuka tomb,
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Flssures immedately above the stone chamber, indcating its outine
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Fissures following the stone charmber, splitting layers of tampad sarth
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BS#ELFEFR Chronological Table

FERBE Heian Period

R_Eno;.nz-qnu-ozh:zoas.oaoovman_:u9.:_;3
B H LIRS Bt e R E R
Retired Emperor Heizei dies

B LHAR o

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
BB R B W0 e

Capital moves to Helan

B L 0 R o

Capital moves to Nay a

HER R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang
WrEEISRRRIe

Yobai Palace complated

EEMLIRE R

Priest Dokya falls from power
MRREKR e

Fujiwara no reballion occurs;
EmsEEIeR” mieyNvoEee
Tachibana no Naramara's uprising occurs; Yors code pul into effect; Nara palace remodeled
MR 00 M DR W D BRI S R

Priest Jianzhen(Ganjin) arrives from Tang

HEROEBRKING

‘Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todalji temple
BRIPMKSOBEREMAQURRCR

Capital returns to Nara

BWEHBELDVUR

Capital moves to Naniwa

BREYRUR

‘Shigaraki Palace erected

FER DT O v e

‘Government orders the erection of pravincial temples

HERIrSMEHWKSe

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebellion takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
HEHECHBIR ELIRLBN®

Smalipox spidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKEE Mo RRDRH e

Prince Nagaya farced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

W H S Riere

Emperor Shamu enthroned

B KR RS e

Niron Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

D ERERRE e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
HBRRRE e BHUMIEHPLRS e

Capital moves to Nara.

BSEHDE L2 RR i i o

of one million miniature pagodas started

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

Wada Kaichin (pronze coln) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
RIEESNIRCE e BB K S0
Taihd code put into effect
KHBROER S
Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan
IS0 L) R 3 T
Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthronad
WUEKEITARE R
AskaKiyomihara Code enacted
PR R R W R
Compilation of the Ritsurys legal code and official historic chronicles begins
BEVEBCHWEN D0
Siila unifies the Karean peninsula
RHRFERHBRYE
Emparor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
VHE© vl L2 B 0 42 WK A e 2 O 7 I D B o1
First census register compiled
O MILEE (Y- 4HIF) OV e
United force of Japan and Packehe (0ses to the Tang army at Hakusonkd
44 - KONE 4k~ 30 R L 55 10
Taika Reform declarad
KRBT Hin
Prince Nakano O assassinates Soga no Inika
K R N0 2 M8 < B HE R o1
Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
SEIPRO VO ESe
First delegation sent to Tang China
R — 16 M SR
Tang Dynasty defeats Sul
HEENR R
Ono no Imoka sent to Sul China; construction of Horyuli temple begins
SHHE NN EE L o0 P O VO B8 10
Sakatadera temple erected
BEHYOWVe
Saventsen Article Constitution promulgated
g WHT LIRS
Imparial palace moves ta the Oharida Palace
SEHENLNNR
m Prince Shotoku oversees politics
BEBKNREZENORRNR
m Empress Sulko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka
440 HC OH R R B R S ek
@ Sui Dynasty unifies China
B mpaENE| e
m Canstruction of the H8k5ji temple (Asukadera) begins
HEAP (REEHP) ® OV OEG0
m Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea
IR ROTREELR

606 607 618 B30 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 630 634 701 708

Historic memarial (year of birth/death)

MEAY ens)

#2 E B (554-628) Empress Suiks

EREX R (737-806) imporor Kamma

BB E (884-729) Prince Magars

WREF (662-680) Prisce Kumiabs

FWER (626-671) emparor Teail

WE AT (574-622) ince Shbioks
W9 K R BT (-643) Fimce Tumasiins na e

EEXE (701-756) tmoeror Sobmy

TRER (774-824) mpcror ez

KBRS (701-760) Empress Consort Kimys

BB T (654-608) Princa Takech|

EW-HEER (718:770) fnprers Kaken

B3R A 645) Sepunoiuia

FER X B (6317-686) Empsrer Tanew

AR (-772) priest DoKyo

RS0 AR B (T0B-764) Fuitwars o Nakamaro.

WBER (645-T02) Emprms dits

PEME (614-569) akatanno-Kematari

BREF (-626) soga ne umake

WET B (-587) wosanobs mo Moriys

B IR L W (659-720) Fulmara ma Fubits

(83-775) Wibi v Mukie|

M W (BBB-763) Privat Jisammen (Gasjin)

ERNE
17 B (688-749) Piest Byoki

BB (766-822) priest Baicha

WM (T74-835) Priest Kakal

Ll

k1 B (B80-733) Yamansun no Okirs

kR A (865-731) otowa no Tabito

-785) Otoms me vakamecnl

XHRHE (T8
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of Institute

630-8577 REMH_&EI2-9-1
E wEE Tel 0742-30-6733 Fax0742-30-6730
R Tal 0742-30-6739 Fax0742-30-6730
SHERIHNER Tel0742-30-67563 Fax0742-30-6750
EEENS (RS SRy y—
Tel.0742-30-6852 Fax0742-30-5841
(P4RME) Tel.0742-30-6832 Fax0742-30-5830
281, Nij City 630-8577 Japan

F—LR—3 http://www.nabunken.go.jp

RIS (M - ERHX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fuliwara)

634-0025 WEMAZAE94-1
Tel0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6380
84-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara ity 634-0025 Japan

FRRIEER
Asuka Histarical Museum

634-0102 MERAMEHEEHRLC0!
Tel 0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

i-modef  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/i/
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Cover:Scarlet Phoenix, Kitora Tomb Mural

Drawn on the southem wall of the chamber, and
miraculously surviving after namrowly evading the
shaft made by a medieval grave robber. Made on a
plaster layer only 1.5 mm deep at its thinnest point, it
was finally removed on 15 Feb 2007 through the
utmost efforts of researchers using the new technique
of sectioning with a dizmond wire saw. Its lively
elongated figure, capturing the moment of flight, will
surely prove a valuable clue for considerations of its
derivation.
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