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Summary

The Osaka Center for Cultural Heritage excavated the Sakai Moated City Site (Sakai Kangou-toshi
Site) at 4 Ebisunocho-higashi, Sakai-ku, Sakai-shi, Osaka from Dec. 2006 to May 2007. The excavated
area is approximately 470 ni,

This is a site of a commercial city during the medieval and modern periods. The city was first
developed around the 14" century AD. During the later half of the 15" century, the citizens were
engaged with trades with China and South East Asian countries, which eventually lead to the
economical development of the whole city. The city was autonomously governed by the merchant
citizens. A moat was built around the city for defense purpose during the middle of the 16" century.
however, it was reburied in 1586 by Toyotomi Hideyoshi's order. In 1615, the city was completely
destroyed by fire due to the Osaka-Natsunojin battle. [t was rebuilt immediately afterwards

according to the Edo government's new city plans,

The part of the city belonging to the middle 16" century to the first half of the 19" century was
revealed by the current excavation. The remains of buildings, storage houses, roads, toilets and
wells were found. There was also a large garbage pit. Factories for manufacturing iron and bronze
tools which existed before 1615 and rice wine factories dating to the Edo period were found, There
are 673 finds in total and we were able to understand the transformation of the city through 7
phases. Included in the finds are traded objects such as Chinese pottery and porcelain, Korean
porcelain, Vietnamese pottery and porcelain, Thai pottery, English porcelain and wine bottles made
in Holland. Local potteries include various types made in different areas like Hizen, Bizen. Shigaraki,
Seto and Sakai. Local porcelains were made in Hizen and Seto-Mino. By this excavation, we were

able to confirm the development and the prosperity of the city.

(translated by Akane Tkeuchi)
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