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Summary

Ota-jo castle is located in the western part of downtown Hitachiota city, N36° 32 48'" |, E140
*31' 16" . 1t is situated on the middle sandy gravel terraces, at the left side of the Genji-gawa
river in Hitachiota city, Ibaraki Prefecture, The extent of remains covers large area of Baba-cho,
Sakae-cho, Nakajo-cho. Uchiboricho about 04 kilometers long in east-west orientation and 1.0
kilometers long in south-north orientation.

It is said that Ota-jo castle is built by Michinobu FUJIWARA of FUJIWARA no Hidesato
line, at the end of the Heian period in 1109. In 1131, the third-generation successor of the Satake
family, Takayoshi SATAKE moved to this castle from the Masaka-jo castle and it became the
castle of the SATAKE family, After that, the SATAKE family vielded the castle to the enemy
something temporarily, in 1180 and 1407 and so on. In 1590, the twentieth-generation successor of
the Satake family. Yoshinobu SATAKE moved to Mito from this castle. After that it became the
castle of his father and called “Kita-jiro" .

At this castle, there were two times prospecting survey concerned about the project business
in the area of buried cultural properties. First prospecting excavation and second Prospecting
excavation was conducted by Hitachiota city board of education in 2007 and 2017,

At first prospecting excavation, the surveyors said that two moats were found from the
northern part and the central part to the southern part in the investigation area and those were
moats inside Otajo castle. The surveyors presume that the northern part of it is a moat for
dividing between two areas, the northern section and the third section, of this castle,

At second prospecting excavation, the surveyors said that at the northwest part of the
investigation area, two moats were found and one of which coincides with the moat which found
at the northern part of the investigation area first prospecting excavation.

And many remains which belong Kofun period to Heian period were found in the investigation
area.

This first excavation was conducted by a contractor or surveyor: a private company, Tokyo air
and survey in Saitama prefecture and Hitachiota city board of education performed appreciate
direction, coaching, and supervision to them in June to September 2019,

In this excavation, we were found each of settlement remains, 90 house pits, 4 moats, a ditch,
3 wells, 23 pits, a hearth on the pit. a pit line, two remains having unclear functions, 54 pillar
holes which were placed during Jomon period, Yayoi period, and Nara period to Heian period and
Medieval period.

In medieval period, 4 moats were found in the northern part and in the central part of the
excavation area.

In the northern part, a pair of moats was found which runs from the east to the west, It
becomes the part of a moat which found first prospecting excavation, which divides between
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two areas, the northern section and the third section, of this castle. Unearthed relics were Haji
potteries: Kawarakes from the early-17th century. a Hokyoin-to pagoda and a coin: Seiwa Tsuho
from the year 1111 AD. to 1117 AD.

In the southern part, a pair of moats was found which runs from the east to the west. It
becomes the part of a moat which found first prospecting excavation, and divides between two
areas, the third section and the castle, Unearthed relics were Haji potteries: a Naiji doki from the
latter half of the 15th century, a flat plate with high stand from the 4th quarter of 9th century.

Up to now. 13 coins were found in the investigation area from 7th to 15th century.

Based on this excavation, we suggested that two of moats is concerned with Ota-jo castle in
the medieval period. Most of unearthed relics were from 12th to the early 17th century. It was
the time from its time of foundation of the castle to after the moving to Mito by Yeshinobu
SATAKE.

From the above, it can be pointed out that this excavation area was as a part of Ota-jo castle
and might be possible that the tradition of its time of foundation of the castle by Michinobu
FUJIWARA in 1109 is correct.

Translated by Ryoichi MOROHOSHI: Tokyo Air and Survey Co. Ltd. Department of Cultural
Properties
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