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Fig. 19 Round eaves tiles from NM 7 (1)
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Fig. 24 Round roof tiles from NM 7 (1)

Mid. of 19c.
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Fig. 25 Round roof tiles from NM 7 (2} Mid. of 19c.
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Fig. 26 Round roof tiles from NM 7 (3) Mid. of 19c.
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Fig. 27 Round roof tiles from NM 7 (4)

Mid. of 19¢.
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Fig. 28 Flat roof tiles from NM 7 (1}

Mid. of 19c.
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Fig. 29 Flat roof tiles from NM 7 (2)

Mid. of 19¢.
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Fig. 45 Porcelains from NM 8 (1) Meiji period (2-3 18¢.)
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Fig. 46 Porcelains from NM 8 (2) Meiji period
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Fig. 47 Porcelains from NM 8 (3) Meifi period
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Fig. 48 Porcelains from NM 8 (4)
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Fig. 49 Porcelains from NM & (5) Meiji period
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Fig. 50 Porcelains from NM 8 (6)

Meiji period
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Fig. 52 Porcelains from NM 8 (8)

Meifi period (47-49+51 18c)
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Fig. 53 Porcelains from NM 8 (3) Meiji period
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Fig. 54 Porcelains from NM 8 (10)
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Fig. 55 Ceramics from NM 8 (1)
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THE EXCAVATION OF THE SECONDARY CITADEL OF THE SENDAI CASTLE

This is a report for three locations in the Ninomaru (the secondary citadel of Sendai
Castle) excavated by the Commission of Buried Cultural Properties on Campus from 1985
to 1987.

The History of Ninomaru

The primary citadel of Sendai Castle was built in A.D. 1600 by DATE Masamune the
first daimyo of Sendai-han (feudal clan) appointed by the TOKUGA WA shogunate. It was
a strategic location on a hill 120m above sea level, whose eastern and southern boundaries
were guarded by cliffs of 70m.

However, when the age of war in Japan was over, the primary citadel on the high hill
became inconvenient and in 1638, DATE Tadamune, the second daimyo, built a secondary
citadel on a lower terrace where the faculties of liberal arts of Tohoku University is now
located. Before Ninomaru, the area was ied by the resi of DATE M

the fourth son of Masamune, and on the north side of Muneyasu's residence, the Nishiashiki
(The West Residence) of froha-hime, the first daughter of Masamune was built in 1620,
Ninomaru was built at the site of Muneyasu’s residence, while Nishiyashiki survived the 17
century until Ninomaru was extended to the north side. Ninomaru had practically been
the center of the government of Sendai-han as well as the residence of the daimyo for some
250 years until the Meiji Restoration. Although it was destroyed by earthquakes and fires
a couple of times, it was quickly reconstructed each time.

In 1886, the Tokugawa shogunate was replaced by the new government of the Emperor
(the Edo period was over and the Meiji period had begun). Japan put an end to 200 years
of national isolation, and Western culture was imported rapidly.

Prefectures were established instead of feudal clans, and the DATE family rule was
over. In 1871, the Ninomaru was occupied by the Japanese imperial army which had been
newly organized in Western style. In 1882, almost all of the structures of Nizomaru were
lost in a fire, and its brillant history was over.

The site continued to be occupied by the imperial army, until the American army
occupied it after World War T1. The site area became the Tohoku University campus in
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1957 and an organized excavation began in 1983,

VOL. 4
NMT

This location corresponds to the area of the Sendai Castle storehouses found on the the
historical illustrations of Sendai Castle. Since this was the rescue excavation for planting
trees, only 12 of small area were excavated. No eminent structures were found except
two ditches, pit holes of a building, and a pit in which roof tiles were disposed. The
building may corresponds to a part of an arms magazine found on the historical illustra-
tions. Most of the artifacts excavated were ceramic roof tiles. Several units of roof tile
disposal were detected. Infered from associated ceramics and western nails, these were
disposed at about the Meiji restoration. Round roof tiles and flat roof tiles are the most
abundant. ‘T'here are also ridge decoration tiles, filler tiles, round eaves tiles, flat eaves
tiles and ridge tiles, which makes the restoration of a roof possible,

NM8

NMS is located on the northern bank of a small swamp. At this location, depending on
which historical illustrations of Sendai Castle, a moat, a pond, or a swamp which consititut-
ed the northern boundary between Nishiyashiki/ Ninomaru and Samurai residences can be
found.

At the excavation, northern edge of the moat/pond, a well, pits and a ditch-all belonging
to the Edo period-were discovered. In the Meifi period {L868-), the moat/pond became
shallow, being buried by natural sediments and earth fill, and at the final stage, trash of the
imperial army are dumped there : including a number of ceramics and glass containers.
The ceramics are important specimens of the Meiji period which has not been well
investigated. Most glass container shards are those of beer bottles which represented the
diffusion of western liquors in those days. 'The shape of the bottle rim indicate that they
had corks. Association of the bottles and the ceramics at the site is not contradictory to
the known fact that the change from a cork to a metal stopper in beer bottles in Japan
began in 1940.



VOL. 5
NM4

Three phases of features were detected.

The Oldest phase includes ditches, and i ing to the beginning of the 17
century, non-lacgered chopsticks, a wooden tablet and so on. The habitation surface was

covered with earth fill from Ninomern construction. The ditches are infered to be the
boundary of DATE Munewasu's residence and Nishivashiki, based on their location and the
dates of ceramics. This is the first archaeological discovery of constructions related to
the Muneyasu’s residence which had few written records. The direction of ditches (N-60"
-W) coincides with that of post hole rows found on the same habitation surface at Loc. 9
in 1990. A number of earthernware dishes and chopstics are infered to have been dumped
after only one time of use at a ceremony/banquet, according to the custom of those days,

The second phase includes a ditch and three rows of pit holes. The precise date cannot
be determined because of the few artifacts yielded, but they are infered to be parts of the
Ninomaru construction. However, the direction of pit hole rows are N-30'-W which is
different from N-24'-W of the Ninomaru constructions found at other locations. It is
difficult to identify the type of constructions but they are difinetely located near the North
Gate of Ninomaru.

The final phase of Loc. 4 includes a ditch and pebble fills. They are dated to the Meiji
period from the associated artifacts.
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