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A REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITES DISTRIBUTION IN MIYAGI ISLAND, OKINAWA

The Culture Section of the Okinawa Prefectural Education Committee conducted an
investigation of the archaeological sites distribution in Miyagi iSland from 1986 to 1988

This investigation project received 80% of financial aid from the national Bureau of

Culture.

In recent years, there has been an increase in the development plan of Miyagi
Island such as the improvement of agricultural land.

Thus, the purpese of the investigation was to find out the situation of the
archaeological sites distribution in order to make an adj with the
plan and preserve the archaeological sites adequately.

Mivagi Island is one of the scattered islands along the east coast of the central

part of mainland Okinawa and is now connected to Katsuren Peninsula by an artificial
road on the sea

Almost the whole island is made of limestone and the central part is a wide
plateau, The end of the plateau is a cliff that slopes down toward the coast.

Most of the archaeological sites are distributed around the edge of the plateau (top

of the cliff) and the dune along the coast. There are 16 sites that have been
discovered so far. Among them, the takamine site has the possibility to be affected
by the project o improve the agricultural land. ‘Thus, the investigation spent most

of the time to estimate the scope of this site.

The Takamine site has an area of approximately 10,000m' and is located on the
eastern end of the central plateau. There is also a possibility that the site extends
below the cliff. “However, this area has not yet been investigated.

The excavation of the site was conducted by dividing the area into units of 4 meter
square, and digging 49 parts of them. The layer order of the site is a field soil on
the top, followed by a cultural layer of the prehistorical period. In the cultural
layer, pit dwellings are discovered aside from the remains of that time.

The pit dwellings are 14 and many of them are squares dug in the ground.
moreover, the west end of the dwellings is surrounded with a stone wall,

The earthernwares have the largest amount among the remains. Others are adzes
axes, grind stones and bone artifacts. Most of these remains and pit dwellings



belong to the middle period of the Okinawan Neolithic Age. The adzes axes which
are left in the dwelling pits of the old period are broken ones and are not usable.
And a part of the stone surrounding the Jower part of the house is taken away. We
could understand from these that the tools and the stones of the old dwellings were again
used when moving to a new one.

The Takemine site is a large scale of settlement that belongs to the middle period
of the Okinawan Prehistoric Age. Similar to the Sinugudo site, it is very important
for the study of the settlement during the Okinawan Prehisteric age.
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Phylum VERTEBRATA

T Class Chondrichthyes
1. Order Lamniformes
Fam. et gen, indet.

I Class Osteichthyes
1. Order Anguilliformes
Anguillasp.
Family Muraenidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
2. Order Mugiliformes
Family Sphyraenidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
3. Order Perciformes
Family Lutjanidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
Family Sparidae
Acanthopagrus sp.
Family Lethrinidae
Monotaxis grandculis
Family Labidae
Gen. et sp. indet,
Family Scaridae
Scarops rubrouiolaceus
Bolbometopon bicolor
Ypsiscarus sp.
SunmémWE
Scarus Sorididus
4. Order Tetraodontiformes
Family Tetraodontidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
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Family Diodontiae

Chilomyctera affinis

M Class Reptilia
1. Order Chelonia
Family Testudinidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
Family Chelonidae
Chelonia mydas
2. Order Ophidia
Fam. et spindet.

K Class Aves
1. Order Procellariformes
Family Procellaridae
Gen, et sp. indet.
2. Order Falconiformes
Family Accipitridae
Buteo buteo
3. Order Gruiformes
Family Rallidae
Gen. et sp. indet.
4, Order Passeriformes
Family Corvidae

Corvus sp.

V Class Mammalia
1. Order Chiroptera
Family Pteropodidae
Pterops dasymallus
2. Order Rodentia
Family Muridae
Diplothrix legatus
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.

22380 3. Order Cetacea
# - Eang Fam. et genindet.
. RAB 4. Order Canivora
1 2H i Family Canidae
42 Canis familiaris
. W 5. Order Sirennia
PadLF Family Dugongidae
Dady Dugong dugong
. (e 6. Order Artiodactyla
42w Family Suidae
VaPFavfson Sus leucomystax riukivanus
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