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Design Concept of the Imperial Palaces in Korea and Japan

Uchida Kazunobu

Absteact : The former great audience hall compound (#5—% XEWE) was located in the
center of the Nara imperial palace (FBEE). This was the special area for imperial ritual such
as coronation ceremony and new-year morning ceremany. The great audience hall (A ik}
was surrounded by long corridors. The narthern third part of the arca was upraised for about
2.4 meter, and the southerr: two thirds part of the arca was open space paved by pebbles. The
great audience hall and the backward hall (EBY) werc located on the upraised area. Two
access ramps from the open space were situated al both sides of the upraised area, The
upraised area and the ramps were retained by brick wall inclincd at a 70 degree angle. The plan
of the retaining brick wall was sirange and intriguing since this was partly polygonal shape.
The analysis of the design reveals that this was planned according to the intersccting points of
three concentric circles that were centered at the northern part of the great audience hall and
one eccentric circle that was centered in front of the backward hall. The three concentric
circles and one eccentric circle represent the structure of the cosmos, like the constellations at
the Kitora torb. Imperial palaces had been designed to represent the universe since the Shi
Huangdi (#387%) eru, and the design concept was accounted in the text of Wen Xuan (3¢3) .
Tt is likely that the design concept was introduced Lo ancient Japan and Silla, and we can also
observe it in the existing architecture of the Kyongbok imperial palace (SHHVE). The study of
the great andicnce hall compound in the Nara imperial palace may have some implications for
understanding the Korean imperial palace sitcs.

Keywords 1 the Nara imperial palace, the greater audicnce hall (icHil), the former greal
audicnice hail compound (35— JBERBD) , retaining brick wall, the Kyonghok palace (R
), design coneept
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A Study of the Construction Plan of Silia Capital

Hwang In-Ho

Abstract : The purpose of this sludy is 10 understand the regularity of city planning and land
division system adapled Lo systentic improvement of the capital of Silla and to investigaic the
changing trend depending on the stages by comparing and analyziog roads and villages/fences
which reflect design and construction of the capital of Silla most. The ancient roads in
Gyeongju are divided inio three types including a broad, a middle and a narrow road. The
width of road was likely to be determined depending on the transferring degree of people and
matcrials, connection with a principal road and positions of circumferential faciliies. The
important fzactor in land division system of the capital ciry was not the actual width of road but
the road site. Therefore, it is supposcd that so-called "Uniform Division Method' was adapted to
land division system of Gyeongju. Uniform division method means that road and building sites
are divided alternately into uniform sizes wilh certain directivity. Silla reordered the existing
area instead of constructing new city while introducing castie lown system of new concept and
was born again as the systematical capital. It was accomplished gradationally but not

leted all at once in i with adjacent countrics' capital cities. First of all, the

beginning of the urban plan was achieved based on Hwangrvoung Temple during or after
constructing Hwangryoung Temple and used road lot of 60 cheogs and square building site of
400 cheogs as basic unit to divide the arca by 460 cheogs in cast/west and south/north
dircction. The land division system of the second step urban plan used road jof of 40 cheogs
and square building site 440 cheogs as basic unil lo divide the zrea by 460 cheogs in east/west
and south/north dircetion. This system reduced the wid(h of the road lot and retained the
building tand size comparing with the first step. The second step urban improvement meant
the first capital expansion afler Bangri system and the period was similar o the northern
palace construclion.

Since land division system of the third step urban plan established in Bth conturies
standardized ite standard unit as road site of 20 cheogs and square building site of 430 cheogs
from east to west and 330 cheogs from south to north in size adopting partition which divides
1o the land by 450 cheogs [rom east to west and 350 cheogs from south to north, the size and
type of its road site and building sitc largely changed as compared (o the first and sccond step.
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‘The fact of step by step escalation in the capital city of Silla can be conformed through the
building method of roads besides changes of land division system and buildings. Fundamental
background of Silla rearranging and reorganizing its capital city into & new structure by
amending the building plan of the capital city severa) times is to allocate location of building
site and its size dillerently depending on one's social position and to take excellent effect of
rigid control system, symbolized in a high fence on the out-wall, that Bangri system has as a
political means to strengthen its regality and maintaining its system. However, continued
buildup of regality did not seem 1o go well in the first place. All of historical evidences that
transfer of the capital was ruined in a planning step, the whole capital region was not fully
organized al a time but on a small scale in the beginning and the final reorganization was
accomplished afler the United Silla Dynasly, can be analyzed for the same reason.

keywords : Silla Capital, bangri system, road site, square building site, land division system,
uniform division method
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Imitation and Creation of Garden Style: Spatial Design of Ancient
Gardens in Korea and Japan

Awano Takashi

Abstract : It is nol reasonable (o assume that the ancient landscape architects in Japan
created “Japanese style garden” with a clean slate. Not only gardening but also all creative
works must need a certain relationship to some reference examples. This is a complicated
relationship of “modeling and antimodeling” in the process of creation including imitation of
madel and di iation of the paris. In this paper | analyze the spatial

designs of garden ponds in Korea and Japan in the Asuka and Nara periods, to discuss the
stylistic change of the garden ponds in ancient Japan in terms of two contradicting concepts of
“imitation” and “creation”. The style of the garden pond in ancient Japan changed from the
square pond in the Asuka period, through the eclectic style of the square and curving ponds in
the end of the Asuka period and beginning of the Nara period, to the curving ponds in the Nara
period. Each siyle was originally created by imilating the square pond in Baekje and the
curving pond in Silla. The stylistic change of the garden ponds [rom square to curving
occurred in the same way in Korea and Japan; however, Korea preceded Japan for about 50
years. The upper pond at the Tohin in the Hejjo palace (3 LM% has been considered
to be a typical example of imitation since this is a minialure version of the Anab pond (BE¥l)

in the plan; however, this also created the technigue of “miniaturization” (hat is an element of
originality in Japanese garden. We conclude that the creation of the upper pond at the Tohin
implies the ambiguous significance of imitation and creation.

Keywords : ancicnt garden, the square pond, the curved pond, the Tohin garden in the Heijo
palace (THEEREEREM), the Anab pond  (HRH)
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