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SUMMARY

Hashimurezawa archacclogical site is located in [busuki-City near the southernmosi tip
of EByushu Tsland in Japan. The site was Ffirst excavated in 191%  resulting
in the discovery that the Jyomon style potlery is older than that of the
Yayoi style, Owing to this discovery, 2.3ha of the =ite area designated a
national histric site. Recent excavation has revealed that (be site iz geater
than I{ha.

During the Kofun ‘age (5th to 6th century) this area was the lecation of a
large willage that was periodiecally disrupted by wvoleanic -activity from npealy
M. Kaimonm Conly 10km to the soothwest). Two HKofun and one Helan zged
eruplive events are recognized at this site.  The Heian aged eruption teok
place on Marchd, 874 and was subsequently recorded in an esrly 10th century
document entitled Nihon Sandai  Jitsuroku

Havimg excavated 4 portion of this site we have zained a great deal of
knowledee abowt the lives of the kofun and Heian aged people.  Among the
many intresting artifacts, the wmost-significant iz a portion of a dwelling
that was crushed by welght of the ash from the Marchd.874 eruplion

The documentain of this type of wvoleanic disaster 5 very onigque and i3
the oldest written testament of its kind in Japan. This archaeclogical site
chiaracterizes the volcanic nature of the Japanese lslands and shows how  the

lives of the people have heen affected by il

Original: Tetsuya Watanabe.
Proafreading: Lance Rovert.
< key words =
Hashimuregawa archaeological site
voleanic activity
Mt. Kaimon
Niton Sandai Jitsurokuy

voleanic disaster
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