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Abstract

This is an interim report of the rescuer cxcavation carried out at Kozaki Harbor of Takashima
Underwater Site. The survey was conducted on July 11 through December 7,2002, and the excavated area
is Y50 square meters. As for the results of the survey, firstly, the variety of the unearthed artifacts
including the character materials can be seen. The ship materials such as hull planks, part of 2 watertight
bulkhead, and a must step have been uncovered. Though the hull has not been discovered, they are the
important materials for the restoration of the ship of Kublai Khan's fleet according 1o the comparison
with the samples discovered in other countries,



‘There arc over three hundred shards of Chinese ceramics, and most of them are large picces and can
be restored in a full scale. Most Chinese ceramics are the brown-grazed jars with four lug handles fired in
the Yixing kilns, Jiangsu Province, China. They seem Lo be used for conlainer lo carry necessilies from
Ningbo, but there has been no evidence to be able to confirm contents. As to the Chinese earthenwares,
there arc few samples found at the archaeological sitcs of Japan; therefore, their type will be able to
become a standard to establish chronology.

As the serving dishes, (hey can be divided into two major products in quality: relatively well- made
bowls fired in the Jun kilns, Henan Province and ccladon bowls and plates fired in the Longquan kilns,
Zhejiang Province, and celadon bowls and plates in poor-quality fired in most likely Fujian Province,
which were not imported as many as commodities into Japan. This seems to indicate the difference in
the use of serving dishes among the classes of the flect's member. If the kilns arc identified and the
distributed areas in China are studied, it will become a clue to identify the places of requisition or the
harbors of departure.

There arc arms such as helmets, swords, arrows, small armor plates, and the carthen-shelled bombs
(te-tswha-u) that show the existence of the army, and other objects like lacquer bowls, combs, bronze
pol, bronze spoons, and bronze coins as the goods of daily life have been uncovered as well.

The Takashima underwater site is a trace of the Mongol invasion as the non-daily incident, and the
uncovered arms indicate the situation under the wartime. However, other daily goods indicate to be
rather close lo the daily life of the second halfl of the 13th century in China, and this sile has an unique
character as an archaeological site of Japan. These finds and the examination of the uncovered character
materials can help various themes emerge in the disciplines of not only archaeology, but also the Asian
‘history, the history of art, the history of shipbuilding technology, and the military history. When you will
take account of the evaluation of the relics and the method of the survey in the future, it is a fruitful result
to have been able to confirm not only abundant relics, but also the sedimentary environments. Due to the
effect of extraordinary wave movement, the sand layer, which piles up along the shore has been
disturbed; therefore, the relics from the Jomon period (o the early modern age have been found above
the lower level of the sand layer with shells and gravels. The context dated to the second half of the 13th
century in the sandy silt layer one meter decp from the scabed off the shore has been confirmed, but it
will be a further issue to examine whether or not, it indicates the sfate of condition of the seabed
immediately after the Mongol invasion. If it is confirmed, it can be judged as the same period to which
unearthed objects belong.

If you confirm and study that several shards of the ceramics unearthed apart in the sand layer and the
sandy sill layer have relations (o be connecled each other and that the straligraphy of the wooden objects
has distribution pattern. It seems to be reconstructed the formation process of the Takashima
underwater site. However, it does not mean to limit only the reconstruction of the formation process.
More than hundred objects have been found on the slope along the shore.

If the distribution of objects along the southern coast of Takashima island will be studied in detail, and
the dense area of objects will be chosen, and trial excavations will be carried out under the similar
circumstance to this cxcavated area, it is possible that a sunken vessel itself will be discovered in the
future.
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