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Summary

Akoda Tunnel Tomb Group

The Akoda Tunnel Tomb Group is a group of tunnel tombs located in Saidaiji Akoda-chd in Nara city, dating from the Late
Kofun to Asuka periods. A tunnel tomb is a type of burial of the Kofun period in which an approach path is cut into the slope
of a hillside. from which a tunnel-shaped passageway and burial chamber are dug and the deccased interred in the latter. The
northwest portion of the city of Nara is known as a region where tunnel tombs in which burials were made in ceramic coffins
are found in great numbers.

Tunnel tombs were discovered in 1983 during construction for the expansion of Yoshida Hospital, and a salvage
excavation was conducted. The Akoda No. | and No. 2 tombs were investigated (Excavation No. 1), with ceramic coffins and
Sue ware recovered.

Construction for another expansion of the hospital was planned for 2010. When a test excavation was conducted
beforehand, the presence of six additional tunnel tombs was confirmed for the western side, plus another six on the eastern
side (apart from Nos. | and 2). It was decided to preserve the six tombs on the westem side in sifw, but as those on the castern
side were to be destroyed by construction, the excavation of Tombs Nos. 1-9 (including a subsequently discovered item) was
carried out in 2011-12.

As a result of the excavation, ceramic coffins were recovered from cach tomb, and the order of construction of the tombs
and their scales, plus the transitions of ceramic coffins and pottery became clear,

The Akoda Tunnel Tomb Group (castern group) began in the mid to latter sixth century with the construction of Tomb
No. 5. This tomb was built in the center of the eastern group. The burial chamber is 4.9 m long by 2.8 m wide, the largest in
scale among the tunnel tombs that were investigated. The burial chamber was sealed off with wooden boards and dirt. There
were two ceramic coffins, placed north-south in a row within the burial chamber. Both were more than 2 m in length. The
recovered pottery included Sue ware hasa (wine servers) and sagebe (hanging jugs), indicating an older phase.

Following Tomb No. 5, Nos. 3 and 4 were built in the latter half of the sixth century. The burial chamber of Tomb No. 3

is long in the north-south direction, and the ceramic coffin was placed with its long axis running north-south. By contrast,

Tomb No. 4 was wide in the east-west direction, and its ceramic coffin had the long axis running cast-west. Corresponding
differences were thus seen in the scales of the burial chambers and orientations of the coffins. Like Tomb No. 5, the chambers
were sealed with boards and dirt. The ceramic coffins had become somewhat smaller, at 1.8-1.9 m in length. That the ceramic
coffin of Tomb No. 3 was painted red and green is worth special mention. The recovered pottery included neither hasa nor
sagebe, but vessels such as lidded pedestaled dishes are seen, indicating a newer phase compared with Tomb No. 5.

Tombs Nos. 6-8, to the west of Nos. 3-5, are thought to have been built in the first half of the seventh century. The burial

chambers were sealed off with dirt only, showing & simplification in the sealing technique. The orientations of the ceramic
coffins were in line with the main axis of the burial chambers. The decrease in size of the coffins had progressed, with their
lengths around 1.5 m. Lidded pedestaled dishes had disappeared from the pottery, and the dishes had decreased in size.

Tombs Nos. 1-2 to the cast of Tomb No. 3 are tunnel tombs thought to have been built around the same time as Tombs
Nos. 6-8,

With Tomb No. 9 as the final item built in the mid-seventh century, construction of the Akoda Tunnel Tomb Group ceased,
and only subsequent burials in previously built tombs were conducted. The ceramic coffin placed in the center of the burial
chamber of Tomb No. 9 was a small item of about 1 m, and apart from this there were burials made in cylindrical ceramic
coffins. Judging from the size and other factors, the cylindrical ceramic coffins are thought to have been for secondary burials.

Also, artifacts from the cighth and ninth centuries, somewhat postdating the construction of the tunnel tombs, were
recovered from the burial chambers and approach paths, indicating that memorial services for the interred were held at a later

time.



Tunnel tombs are y di u

p dly during activities such as construction, but in the current
investigation it was possible to excavate an entire subgroup in planned fashion. As a result, this has become a precions
example of an excavation from which much knowledge was gained about the construction of a tunnel tomb group.
Akoda No. 1 Tomb

This is a round mound of about 14.5 m diameter, with an encircling moat, located in close proximity northeast of the
Akoda Tunnel Tomb Group. and discovered during construction. It is the first find in Nara city of a horizontal stone chamber
having a ceramic coffin. From the recovered ceramic coffin and pottery, it is thought to have been built slightly later than

Tombs Nos. 3-4, in the latter sixth or carly seventh centuries.
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