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English Summary

‘This is a report of archaeological investigations into the TOSAMINATO site in northern Aomori
Prefecture, Japan. The site is situated on the sand spit along the Japan Sea. One summer of
archaeological fieldwork has been carried out jointly by the staff of the Shiura Village Board of
Education and the department of archaeology at Toyama University since the site is aimed at
being designated by Historic site.

This report covers the major results which took place from June to October of 1998. The four
months of fieldwork enabled te find out the graveyard after the moat was buried completely. The
moat is thought to be related to the square castle which was excavated in 1995,1996 and 1997.
Before we began to excavate, we presumed that the graveyard belonged not to Ando family but to
Nanbu family who attacked TOSAMINATO in the middle of 15th century according to the
documentary evidence, however, through the investigation for the post excavation, especially the
chronology of Seto-Mino ware, a significant fact has come up.

Even after the moat was filled and the function of square castle was vanished, a certain amount
of urban life was virtually continued. In addition, the harbor site which was excavated by Aomori
prefecture board of education, was also continued at the same time. Where is the square castle
gone? Inside this site, no other space for square castle can be found. One possibility, we would like
to mention here is that the function for square castle was removed from the city center to the
northern part of mountain. In other words, the KARAKAWA castle was used as the lord's living

space.

During this phase, many archaeological artifacts were found, including Chinese blue porcelain,
Seto-Mino ware, and earthen ware. The study of these kinds of ware would dates to the medieval
chronology in this area. Regarding to artifacts, what we stress here is the bronze medal. It was
excavated in the tomb. The bridge in the center and the cloud above it are engraved, which is
thought to mean safe voyage.

The excavation of KARAKAWA castle will be prepared in August 2000 by Toyama University.
Without excavation, we cannot testify the hypothesis as shown above. In order to reconstruct the
town site, as well as the archaeological method, because of tco much area to cover only by

archaeology, the geophysical one is also required.
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