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English Summary

MAEKAWA Kaname (Correction by Martin Morris)
This is a report on archaeological investigations into the TOSAMINATO site in Morthern Aomori
Prefecture, Japan. The site is situated on a sand spit along the Japan Sea. One summer of
archaeological fieldwork has been carried out jointly by the staff of the Shiura Village Board of
Education and the Department of Archaeology at Toyama University since the site is to be
designated as a Historic Site.

This report covers the main results of fieldwork which took place in July and August of 1997. The
four weeks of fieldwork resulted in the discovery of a graveyard in use after the moat was infilled
completely. The moat is thought to have been related to the square castle which was excavated in
1995 and 1996. Therefore, the graveyard belonged not to the Ando family but to the Nanbu family
who attacked TOSAMINATO in the mid-15th century according to the documentary evidence.

Seventeen pit burials were found and one of them is thought to have been the cremation center. It
has two layers, the lower of which is full of small pebbles while the upper one has lined stones. We
selected one of them, and tried a geomagnetic survey. The result showed that the stone was
exposed to a heat of more than 800 degrees and was oriented in a particular direction. We therefore
identified it as the cremation center.

With regard to the method of cremation, we assume that they brought the coffins to that site and
burned them there. After that, they took the ashes and cremated bones to a pit and buried them
with coins and iron knives and sometimes Chinese pottery or bronze mirrors. Surprisingly, the head

of a deer was buried in one grave.

The second major discovery of this season was two wide moats which were found unexpectedly.
Hitherto we have accepted the reconstruction plan published by the National Museum of Japanese
History in Chiba Prefecture. They played an important part in encouraging people to recognise the
need for the excavation by organizing a symposium and publishing reports in the first stages. At
the moment, we are in the process of testing their hypothisis.

During this phase, many archaeological artifacts were found, including Chinese blue porcelain,
Seto-Mino ware, and earthen ware. The existence of these kinds of ware would date to the
medieval period in this area. The exacavation will continue for more than three years in order to
reconstruct the town site.
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