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Summary

Horikoshikomagi B site is located in the suburb of Maebashi city, ex Ohgo town, Gunma Prefecture. 1t is situated on
the higher-level temace between  Terasawa River and Arato River, 1682 - 160.0m above sea level, and 5 m above both
rivers bed.

A total of 1,680 lithic artifacts and 23 pebbles, stones and fragments of pebbles dated to the late paleolithic period were
recorded. There were eleven concentrations of them in the excavation area.

The stratigraphy at this site is as follows:

Stratum [ : yellowish-brown hard loam

Stratum 11: yellowish-brown hard loam with Asama-ltahana brown pumice group, As - BP Group: 24,000-29,000B.P.
Stratum 111 : a yellow loam

Stratum IV: 3 orange-brown loam with Aim Tanzawa tephra, AT: 28,000 - 30,000 BP.

Stratum V: a dark brown loam, black band

Artifacts and stones, pebbles and fragments of pebbles in stratum 111 to upper IV arc inferred living flaor.

The assemblage consist of backed blades (N=32), Trapizois (N=4), Scrapers (N=9), Denticulate (N=5), Notches (N=15), a Burin (N=1),
an Owl (N=1), Retouched blades (N=5), Retouched flakes (N=29), Faccted pebbles (N=2), a faccted blade (N=1), Faceted flakes (N=6),
Edge damaged blades (N=45), Edge damaged flakes (N=58), Blades (N=82), Flakes (N=1,076), Bipolar flaked flakes (N=2), Platform
rejuvenation flakes (N=4), Crested blades (N=2), Crested flakes (N=7), Chips (N=214), Debris (N=36), Cores (N=31), a Wedge - shaped
tool (N=1), a Bipolar flaked core (N=1),Hammer stones (N=8), an Anvil stone (N=1), a Grindstone (N=1), a Lithic law material (N=1),
Gravels and stones (N=18), Fragments of gravel (N=5) .

Most of flake tools were made from obsidians derived from Nagano prefecture, about 93 kilometer away from the site. Other main
lithic raw materials were used local materials, black andesite and black shale might be derived from Tonegawa river. A large amount of
them were brought in this site and consumed cach of concentrations. Chart might be derived from Watarase river and most of them were
brought into this site as tools or blades, flakes. Siliceous shale and might be derived from north cast area of Tochigi prefecture or south of
Tohoku area.

In terms of the techno morphological chronology in the north Kanto area, this backed blade industry is distributed Kanto area in Japan
and is placed the chronology of early phase I in the north Kanto area. And it is marked by the assemblage with the various technological
morphologies of backed blades and blade technology and by similarity of technological morphologies of them, this industry would have
placed during the industry of Tachikawa roal layer V1, the late carly Paleolithic period in the south Kanto arca.

Based on this excavation, we suggested that this excavation area has repeatedly wsed the late early paleolithic period for short
occupation or camp site and made and used lithic materials for means of subsistences.

From the above, it can be pointed out that the Horikoshikomakgi B site is one of the most important site for our understanding of
human life during the late early Paleolithic period in the southem foot of Mt Akagi, Macbashi city.

Translated by Marahoshi Ryoichi: Takyo Air and Survey Co Ltd., Department of Cultural Propertics.
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