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Summary of Archaeological Research in Takaida site

Takaida site at Kida in Kajiki town of Aira district in Kagoshima prefecture was
excavated by Kagoshima prefectural Archaeological center before a construction of
Kajiki bypass in national road No.10. After a test excavation done in 2000, a regular
excavation of Takaida site was done from May to July in 2001. The results of this
excavation are in next.

Jomon era

Relics excavated from the sands and pebbles layer which is a basic layer of
terrace on which this site is are dates from First period to Final period in Jomon
era. Most of them are of Late period in Jomon era, and the main ones are Ichiki-
type potteries,which occupy about 80% of all potteries. But, it is supposed that
these relics flowed from above, when the sands and pebbles flowed and were laid.
They were removed from Northern place where they belonged originally. Because,
many of relics were rubbed through rolling.

Yayoi era-Kofun era

There are only articles like potteries, are no structural remain of Jomon era,
Yayoi era, and Kofun era excavated in this site. Also relics of Yayoi era and Kofun
era were rubbed through rolling. Most of ones were excavated from a layar of
Ancient times. This situation shows that these relics were removed far from the
place where they belonged originally.

Ancient times

The main relics which are the most informative of all researched this time
belong to Ancient times (8th-9th century). Besides many Hazi potteries and Sue
potteries, 3 pits, one ditch covered with pebbles, and 4 ditches. Particularly, a ditch
covered with pebbles of which width 1-2.5m and length 25m is so characteristic for
us to give attention about what it is. It is elaborate, bow shaped, and possible to
extend to north from an area excavated, and has a step in its part and contrast
between a wide part and a narrow part.

Middle ages-Edo era

Beside many ceramics, there are some structural remains excavated. Pillars’ pits
of one house were excavated to be identified to belong to Middle ages, because a
bowl cut its bottom with a string was found at the bottom of a pit. We found 2
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accumulations of pebbles supposed to belong to the times from Middle ages to Edo
era. In one of them, artefacts made of pumice and a pebble carved a line were
found, and this one is so noticeable,

Many of ceramics are Satsumayaki produced in home kilens, for example
Yamamoto kilen, Ryumoniji kilen, and Genryuin kilen.

Last we mention the relationship between this site and Kasuga-shrine adjacent to
the south side of this site. It has been handed down by tradition that Kasuga-shrine
was established in the beginning of 11th century. It is Known to be the earliest
shrine in Kajiki town. In Sangokumeisyouzue drawn in Edo era, Kasuga-shrine are
drawn in a bird’ s eye view. It is noticeable that Sinpuku-temple on the north of
Kasuga-shrine is documented in Sangokumeisyouzue. The era excavated this time
is just on the north of Kasuga-shrine, so we researched this site, assuming that
relics relating with Shinpuku-temple would be found.

‘Through this research, we couldn’t recognize the structural remain to indicate
the existence of Shinpuku-temple, but the tomb stone carved the name of Niiro
Nakaemon (Fujiwarano Tokiatsu) who lived in 17th century was excavated. This
fact raises the possibility of the existence of Shinpuku-temple. We need to
reconsider pebbles’ accumulations and houses' pits which aren’t identified as
something relating with Kasuga-shrine.
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