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SUMMARY

Hashimuregawa-archeaological site is located on the southern most tip of Kyushu in
Ibusuki City. The primary purpose of excavating this site was to be able to distinguish its
boundaries. We were also interested in attaining some new knowledge about the ancient
lifestyles of the people from this period. In order to do so we set up four trenches around
the Hashimuregawa archeological site.

The results of this excavation led to the discovery of a “ritual ground” that had been
used during the end of the Yayol period through the Kofun period. This “ritual ground”
was discovered in the first trench. This ritual ground consisted of five rocks the size of a
human's head and of pottery. These were found in the formation of a quarter circle(1./4) on
the ground. The pottery found were all Narikawa style containing traditional
characteristics of the pottery from the Yayoi period found in southern Kyushu. Few "Ritual
grounds” have been discovered from Yayoi period and the Kofun period in Southern
Kyushu. Therefore, we don't have facts or details of the “ritual grounds” found in
southern Kyushu. The new finding will assist in the understanding and study of ritual
grounds from this period.

(written by Tetsuya WATANABE proof-reading, Tammy L. SCHMIDT)
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SUMMARY

The archeological site of Shikiryo is located in Ibusuki City on the southern most tip of
Kyushu. In 1995, the first excavation of this site by the Ibusuki Board of Education began.
Six trenches were set up at this site. The following findings from these trenches were
obtained. First, in trench No.l and No.6, pillar holes were found belonging to the Heian
period that had been buried by the 874 AD eruption of Mt. Kaimondake. Second, rice fields
also from the Heian period were found buried from the 874 AD eruption of Mt. Kaimondake.
The rice fields that were found were divided by low walls made from heaps of clay. Third,
scratch marks were discovered on the cultivation surface made from farming tools. The
scratch marks ran parallel to the clay heaped walls. Fourth, the foot prints of humans, cattle,
and horses were found on the rice field surface. Fifth, rice field surfaces resembling steps
were found. These rice fields became lower as they descended towards the sea.

(written by Hiroaki KAMADA proof-reading, Tammy L. SCHMIDT)
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