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Perforators Unearthed from the Prehistoric Sites in Ryukyu Archipelago

VS
MORIMOTO Isao

ABSTRACT: A variety of shell artifacts is seen in the archaeological and folklore material in the Amami
and Okinawa districts with the lagoon environments. This paper attempts to compile the possible perfo-
rating implements among the archaeclogical artifacts of unknown function, and to examine their function
as the perforator through observation, folklore investigation and experiments. The material of the pos-
sible perforators includes shell and spine of slate-pencil sea-urchin. The form of their functioning-parts
is classified in three categories: point, chisel and others. These forms resemble to those of the folklore

material, therefore, such perforators must have been used for producing shell weights and so on.
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Reconsideration on the Chronological Position
of Tuguru-bama Site in Yonaguni island

L i
ASATO Shijun

ABSTRACT: In the Neolothic choronology of southern Ryukyu that I had proposed in 1989, 1 placed the
Tuguru-bama site of Yonaguni island in the Late Prehistoric period. [ also added a note to demonstrate

a possibility that the site might belong to the Early period, because of its geological location. In general,
the site of Early Prehistoric period are situated on low hills near the coast, and so is the Tuguru-bama
site. The latest examination of the site proved that the upper sand layer that covered the site was the
‘Late dune’ that belong to the Late period. Therefore, the Tuguru-bama site must be placed in the Early

period.
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Pit Burial and Rock-walled Grave of Gusuku Period — Excavated Examples—

W Tl
SETO Tetuya

ABSTRACT: As well as the other cultural aspects, the burial practices in Okinawa are unique and are
different from those in the mainland Japan. The recent excavations of Gusuku-peried sites; however,
have been recovering the pit-burial and the rock-walled graves that did not appear in the Modern period.
Such types of burial show some similarities with the mainland types in form, burial method and site lo-
cation. This fact indicates that the cultural influence from the east Asian districts including mainland
Japan was increased at that time, effecting not only the material culture but also the customary prac-

tices such as burial.
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Analyses on Tenkai-ji Temple —from the Excavation Results—

(11 N
YAMAMOTO Masaaki

ABSTRACT: The Tenkai—ji, one of the major temples in Ryukyu dynasty, had been excavated for four
years since 1995 to 1989. The precise history of the temple had not been clarified until the excavation that
yielded some aspects of discussion. This paper attempts to describe the history of Tenkai —Ji, based on the

excavation results and archives such as illustrations and texts.
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The Coins unearthed from the Shuri Castle Site

e i
CHINEN Takahiro

ABSTRACT: This paper presents the study and problems of old coins found from the shuri castle and
adjacent sites. A variety of excavated coins consists mainly of the Sung dynasty type that was made be-
fore the construction of the castle, but also includes the “kan -ei Tsu -ho(®Al¥)' which is the latest
of all. Therefore, it is supposed that there existed no particular classification among coin types at the
time of Ryukyu dynasty. It is notable that the assemblage of the coin types show some localities. The

further classification of the imitation coins and plain coins should be studied in the futuve.
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Bead-ornaments of Gusuku and Modern Periods

BA %k
KISHIMOTO T akemi

ABSTRACT: The bead-ornaments excavated from the sites in Okinawa, Miyako and Yaeyama archipel-
ago are compiled in this paper to show some localities of bead types, On the other hand, the quantity
of excavated beads, as well as the site characteristics, differs between Gusuku and Modern periods. Also,
a concentration of bead- ornaments in the ‘uganjyo(worship shrine)’ can be seen both in the settlement
sites and in Gusuku(castle)sites. The bead-ornaments should hava had an important function in rituals,

according to the folklore data and the descriptions in  “Omoro-sosi” .
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Quing Ceramics Unearthed in Okinawa

Wi )
ARAKAKI Tsutomu

ABSTRACT : In the Early-Modern petiod Japan, Okinawa was one of the rare areas that had continued
to carry out the trade with China since the preceding period. As a result, a large quantity of the Quing-
dynasty ceramics had been brought into the Ryukyu archipelago. The Quing-dynasty ceramics are in-
cluded in almost all the archaeological sites in Okinawa, proving that the trade with China at that time
was quite active. Such ceramics were produced in the southern districts of China such as the Fujian and
Guangdong provinces, as well as the ceramics found from the sites of the ldth- 16th century. This fact

should dedicate to the study of Okinawa cultural history that had a close relation to the southern China.
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Turtleback Tomb of Modern Ryukyu:A Study of Historical Records on Tomb Construction

N #Hik
KAWAMOTO Tetsuya

ABSTRACT: The object of this research paper can be expressed as one simple question: In comparison

with other prefectures, why are the Okinawa tombs much larger in size? The turtleback tomb, one of

the largest tomb types in Okinawa, is widely known to have been imported from China since the Moden

period; however, there have been few studies made on the period of its adoption and its diffusion process

in the Okinawa prefecture. This paper analyzes the historical records on tomb construction and discusses

the background of this tomb type, focusing on the reorganization of the Modern feudalism in the late

17th century, the period in which the turtleback tomb had first appeared in Okinawa.
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Preservation of the Iron Artifacts Excavated from Inafuku Site

P g
AOYAMA Nao

ABSTRACT: The iren artifacts found in the archaeological site are more fragile than the pottery and
stone implements. The chemical treatment process is effective in order to maintain the form of the iron
artifacts. This paper presents a record of the preservation treatment of the iron artifacts unearthed from
the Inafuku site in Osato village, Shimajiri county. The excavation was carried out by the Okinawa pre-
fecture Board of Education in 1981. The preservation process included the preparatory examinations such
as the X-ray inspection, and the treatments consisting of cleaning, desalinization, resin percolation and
reconstruction. The treatment-was successful, and a number of information was obtained through the

process. The treated artifacts will last for a long time under the careful controll.
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SCALE B RO C A& B i ATERR (1)

War Sites Described in the Cultural Property Archives (1)

R
NAGAMINE Hitoshi

ABSTRACT: In order to construct a database of the war sites in Okinawa, 1 have collected the descrip-
tions related to the warfare and the war sites that appear [requently in the cultural property investiga-
tion reports. The result is shown in a table. The employed archives mainly consist of the excavation
reports and  the cultural property records issued by the local Board of educations, all stored in the
Okinawa prefectural Center of Buried Cultural property.
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The Archive Classification Method
in Okinawa Prefectural Archaeological Center of Buried Cultural Property

fihtHy 955
NAKAMA Rumi

ABSTRCT  The “book mark’ is a part of the ‘request number' that indicates the location of book in
a library. Each library determines their own classification method and establishes the request number
consisting of the ‘classification mark’ and ‘book mark’ . The majority of the library in the Okinawa
Prefectural Center of Buried Cultural Property to the category of ‘archaeology’ and 80% of them are
the site reports. As for the ‘classification mark® we have introduced the popular ND C (Nippon
Decimal Classification) method; however, we have established an independent method for the ‘hook ma
rk’ in order to specialize the site reports. Our ‘book mark’ includes the regional classification, consti-
tuted of alphabets and Arabic numerals, since the regional aspects are quite important in archaeology.
The regional classification consists of three sub-stages:(1)prefecture, (2)city and town for Okinawa and re-

gion for kagosima and (3jremote island.
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Report of the Experience in Takashima Underwater Site

Frid FEER - il
KATAGIRI Chiaki - NAKAYAMA  Shin

ABSTRACT: The text describes about our participation in the investigation of Takashima underwater

site from September 11 to 14, 2002. The Takashima site is located in Takashima-cho, Nagasaki prefecture,
and is known to have been related to the Mongolian invasions in the 13th centuy. We actually dived to
observe the underwater investigation methods that were quite different from the dry-site excavation. In

the cowse of threc dives, we learned the entire process of the underwater excavation and the various

methods. Although it was merely a three- days experience, we could acquire a number of knowledge
about the unknown world of archaeology. We hope to share our splendid experience and to raise the re

ader’ s in the underwater archeology.
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Archaeological Collections from the Marupo site in Tinian, Mariana Is.

T EE
ASATO  Shijun

ABSTRACT: I found some archaeological artifacts from the surface of the Marupo site in Tinian island,
Mariana Is in 2002 The site is located in a small valley near the Marupo natural spring in the south
east part of the island.

The artifact consist three tridacna shell adzes, one stone adze, three sling stones and several rim frag-
ments of the pottery, The shell adzes are made of the edge part of the Tridacna shell. The stone adze
is more likely to be a gauge, bearing a body thicker than the blade width. The sling-stones are made
of limestone, and are of the oval type with two pointed ends.  All the pottery shards are the Mariana

plain-ware type.
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BMR1 LROMBECH Potteny shards (1~9)
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Book Review on Ryukyu Archaeology (1)
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Plate V. Raifu or Thunder-bolts
Fig. 3. Point groove-shaped. A head at the upper end. Chlorite-schist.
Locality of discovery, Oshima in Satsuma.
Plate V. Raifu or Thunder-bolts
Fig. 5&6. Point chisel-shaped. A head at the upper Chlorite schist.
Locality of discovery, Oshima in Satsuma.
Fig. 7&8.  Point groove-shaped. A head at the upper end. Taleschist.
Locality of discovery, Oshima in Satsuma
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Plate IV.

Fig. 3. Poiat grooveshaped. A lisd at the uppercad. Chlocite-
scbiat.  Locality of discavery, —Gshitaa ia Satauuma.

Plate V.

Figh. 8 & 6. Point chisslshaped. A head at tho upper ead, Chlorite.
sehist.  Locality of discovery,—Oshin i Batsummn.
Figt. 748, Poist groove-shaped. A head ot the upper ead. Tale.
subial, Lvalty of discovary,—Oulitia i Betruma.
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