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The Archaeological Survey of GUSUKU

(feudal castle) in Okinawa Islands

GUSUKU are the vestiges of ancient civilization found on the [sland of Okinawa as
well as its surrounding islands. A wajority of these ruins are surrounded by stone-made-
walls which are located on slightly elevated lands.

nside the GUSUKU, discovery of ancient remains included some pottery, and re-
mains of food such as clams, rice, wheat, and so on. Objects such as hxury goods,
steal goods including armory, weapons, and tools were ‘brought forth from foreign imports.
Considerably large amounts of ammunition were also found greatly preserved.

Many holes dug directly into the ground were also found in the GUSUKU. There has
been proven evidence that these holes were utilized as dwelling places and stage areas. Some
of ‘the large scale GUSUKU ruins are made by layers of cut stone and its castle gates
are supported by stone areas.

Brick construction found within are known to be the quarters of the rulers.

According to texts of haeological ref this is called the GUSUKU Period.
In,the prehistory, which came immediately before the GUSUKU Period, a great change
occured concerning Okinawa. In different regions of Okinawa, lwhure structured into a
society of i d ladderir A productive economy became more and more well defined
as did the general method of profits.

The rulers, in order to insure adequate protection for their citadels, had the GUSUKU
built on slightly elevated lands and defensive armories were built into the stone walls.

Through this, stronger and stronger rulers were born and Okinawa became unified,
The result of this. unification was the Shuri Castle of Okinawe. During this peiod, large
trade had occured with China and mainland Japan.

We hope many people read this report and find its contents useful for studying and for
sightseeing.
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