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Summary

The Iwamoto A
excavated. This excavation was carried out by the NTT Dococmo company using iron tower construction.

logical site was in gated in 1978. This was the second time the Iwamoto site was

T'he Iwamoto site is a marker point where the pottery (Iwamoto-type) of the early Jomon period was used. Tt is
thought that the Iwamolo type pottery is the oldest eylinder shape from the early Jomon period in southern
Kyushu. The distinguishing feature of this pottery is the shell press pattern on the outside edge.

In this excavation, we ascertained the layer where the Iwamoto type potteries lay. An oven, and a stock pit (in
the shape of a bag from about 10,000 years ago) were dicovered. The oven pit was one meter wide. Placed
stones were found, along with carbon and 988 small baked stones. In archacological terms this is gencrally
referred to as "Shuuseki' meaning 'accumulation of stones'. In this case, the small baked stones were discovered
in a manner where all of them were placed in one direction. Through analyzing each of the stones, it was evident
that about sixty of the stones were used at one time. The discoveries are clear indications that this area was used
as an oven.

The following is a reconstruction of the process of the work carried out and the traces found.

(1)Pit was dug up.
(2)The head size stones were placed.

(3)The use of fire formed a heated bottom of the pit..
(4)Use of baked small stones. l Some repetitions

{5)Exclusion and mixture (disposal?) of stones and soil.
(6)Disposal of the trace.

(7)Natural accumulation of soil.

(8)Preservation of the trace without reusing.

In this excavation a storage pit was found. However, we believed this pit is older than the Iwamoto period, prob-
ably belonging to the paleolithic age. The discovery of these fcilities, the mill-stone and pillar pits, is evidences
enough in proving a settlement from the Iwamoto-type existed.
Important relics were discovered in this excavation. Especially important, a whetstone was uncovered in the
Iwamoto type layer. From our discoveries we can conclude that edge ground axes were used during the
first(incipient) period and second period of the Jomon age. However, no gring tools for the production of the
edge ground axes in Kyushu island were found. By observing a section of the surface of whetstone, it is
assumed that it was used for the rubbing of a part of an axe. Also found were flakes from a stone axe.

Original : Satoru Shimoyama
n : Satoru Shimoyama
Proofreading : Rachel Dekoning
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