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Sasai Sites IX: 13" campaign of Lhe excavation

Fukuoka eity, which is located in the northern region of Kyushu, plaved an important role in Jupancse history as an
cntrance to accept culture, men and things from the Asian continent.

Fukuoka Airport as 4 galeway of Modern times need a new facility due Lo rapid incroused air traffics; therefore, the
rescuer excavations of the Sasai siles was carried out bofore development.

The Sasul sitcs are situated at a low terrace on the east bark of Mikasa River, and the area including the Sasai sites
is known 10 the oldest une for the rice cultivation in Japan. Near the sites including the Itazuke site, important sites
of the Yayoi period have heen found. As a result, the cxcavation of the Sasai sites was expecled (o came to light the
settlement and rice cultivation of the beginning of the Yayoi period.

The excavations of 1991 through 1998 lasted the thirteen campaigns, and during the campaigns archacological
remaing and artifacts belonging to the early Yayoi perind (4% century B.C.) through the late Heian period (11 een-
tury A.D.) were uneartiied. The Sasui sites helped to bring us the important archaeological finds and results.

This is the report of the 13 campaign. Excavated arex is just cast of the area of the 10% campaign. Archucological
remains belonging Lo the T through I phase were excavated.

I phase belongs to rice fields of the 9 Lhrough 10% century A.D. Most of them were destroyed by flood, but some
can be roconstructed zs rectangular shaped-rice fields. Three i h 1 ions found thal rice

fields based on Lhe Jhori-se system spread over the area.

I phase belongs to the settlement of the lale Yayui through the early Kofun period ( 3% through 4% century AD.).
Pit-dwellings and wells were unearthed, and the hole extending from the area of the 10th campaign yielded most like-
Iy a Chinese made-branze bell for horse trapping. The bonze bell has survived a clapper, and its sound revives in the
present. day.

I phase belongs to the settlement of the Early Yayoi through the first hulf of the Middle Yayot period (3 through
1 contury B.C.). Especially several pillared-buildings stood in a line, and it is noteworlhy whether they are houses or
granaries. In additior, glass beads in a earth cut-tomb were discovered. These beads were scientifically analyzed by
Yoichiro Ilisa. This resull is shown in the supplement. A cireular ditch, which seems L be a small barn for livestock,
was uncovered during the 13% campaign. The surveys of the Sasai sites can help to imagine concrelely circumstance
of the settlement belonged to the Yayo! through Kofun period.

Finally, unpublished wonden abjects found during the 4% campaign appear in the repot
(3R : HME)
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