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Sukizaki kofun

Sukizaki kofun,which is located in the carstern end of Itoshima plain facing to Genkai Sea of the northern
Kyusyu,is a Keyhole-shaped mounded tomb. The Fuknoka City Board of Education cxcavated during three
consecutive years from 1991 to 1993,

It was built on the edge of a low hill of 30 meters high. The mound is 62 meters in length, and the rear part of the
mound is 36 through 38 meters in diameler and about 6 meters in height. The front part is approximately 22 meters
in width,27 meters in length, and 2.6 meters in height. Tae mourd has three terraces al both the roundec rear znd
squared front parts. On the top of the rear part of the mound,it has a low elevaied circle of 20 centimeters in height
a¢ 10 meters ia diameter. The slope of the mound are paved with stones. A row of cylindrical clay Higurcs(Haniwa)
stood around a terrace on the top of the mound, two terraces on the slope, and aiso on the foot of the tomb. In
addition, the house-shapod clay figurcs were placed on the circular platform which was built on the top of the rear
part of the mound. We can guess that the rambers of Heniwa which were used o the rows of cylindrical clay
figuresre are 430.

‘The main burial of this kofun is 2 chamber room with an eatrance built in the rear mound. Four graves such as
tae Haniwa coffins and the small sarcophzgus were buried around the mound 2s the additional graves. This corridor-
style stone chamber room s a very important, hecause it is one of the oldest specimens for this type of grave buil: in
Tapan.

The chamber room constructed in the method of corbelling slabs in a large rectangular pit of & meters one side.
The chamber room wes composed of the muin chamber where the dead was placed in and the short-small
pussageway to the chamber. In front of it, the vertically- built entrance passage was connected to the surfacc of the
mound and 1 the forecourt.

The eatrance was closed with the flat stone which size was 1.6 meters in height, 1 meters in width, and 10
centimeters in thickaess. The passage was filled with earth. We guess that the sizc of tac main chzmber room was
3.6meters in depth, 2.4-2.7meters in width, and aboul 2 reters in height. Its ceiling was caved in, because corbelling
{from the side wall was too narrow to step up, and its celing stones fell down. In the main chamber roor.a stone
sarcophagus (No.1) and 2 clay coffin (Ne.2) and @ wooden coflin{No.3) were placed on three spots.

No.1 sione sarcophagus is 2.6 meters in length, 0.6 throuh 0.7 meters in width, and 0.2 through 0.4 melers in
eight. Tt was divided into two sections by a stone; one is for the dezd and another is for offerings. The interior floor
is covered with the red iron oxide of 1 through 2 contimoters in thickness. The dead completely decaded, but one iron
sword, one vertically-oriented comb and many jaspers as the accessories were discovered. Two bronze
murors,scveral ron weapons and several iron needles were discovered in the section for the mortuary objects.

No.2 clay coffin is size was 2 meters in ength, 0.6 meters in width, and 0.3 meters 1 height. The interior floor
was covered with (3¢ red fron uxide of 1 through 2 centimeters in thickness. The dead decayed and remained nothing.
A bronze mirror wes placed near the head. Objects discovered outside the coffin are onc bronze mirroriwo iron
swords, one iron sickle, one iren axe, and onc needle,

No.3 wooden coffin is 2.2 meters in length, 0.6 through 0.7 meters in width and the height was unknown. The dead
decayed and one iron sword was discovered inside of the coffin. Onc bronze mirror, one iron axe and one cuirass
were placed outside of it

The purial mound, the discovered Haniwas and the anifiacts indicate that Sukizaki kofun was built in the late
fourth century. The comidor-style stone chambcer room used for burial is the oldest one in Japan. It seems that this
style appearec under the influence from Korean peninsulz; Baeche or Koguryo in the period of the Three kingdoms.
When we consider the burial ceremony ané the international relations aroud Jepan(Wa) ar thar time, Sukizaki xofun
is one of very important specimens.
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