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ONADA KLIN
Report of an Excavation at the Site of a Sueki Kiln at Onada, Kobe, Hyogo pref Japan.
KUBO Hiroyuki and NIO Kazuto, Editors
March, 1997
Hyogo Prefectural Board of
Education, Center for Archaeology
Report No. 157

SUMMARY
This report summarizes the results of an excavation at the Onada Kiln site in Kobe city,
Hyogo pref. Japan. The Kiln is dating to the end of 12th century or early 13th century A.D.
Staff of the Hyogo prefectural center for archaeology carried out the excavation in 1994.
The proposed construction of the Sanyo high-way, we nsccesstitated excavation on account
of the foundation of the high-way.

Location of the site
Onada Kiln site is situated in the northern ward of Kobe city. The site is located on gentle
sl-ope, at the edge of a hill, and the hight of the site is 183 meters above the sea level.

Onada Kiln Site and Artifacts

The greater part of the kiln chamber was destroyed. The remaining length of the kiln was
1.9 meters, and its width was 1.2 meters. The actual length of the kiln chanber was around
5 meters, we estimated.

To the southwest of this kiln, an ash field was located. In the ash field, we found a large
quantity broken or poorly fired Sue-pottery as well as the ash from the kiln. The ash field
extend to the southwest for more than 10 meters, and to the northwest and to the south-
east also for 10meters.

The majority of artifacts excavated at Onada kiln site were fragments of bowls (B and
small dishies (/MID), We also excavated small numbers of mortars(f8) and a pot ().

Conclusion

In consequence of the archaeological excavation and typological analysis, we could fix the
exact date of these earthware. So the kiln is dating to the end of 12th. century or early
13th. century A.D. The kiln was used in a short period of time. In this period, very large-
scale kiln cluster was producing Sue pottery, in the western area of Kobe (called Higashi
Harima area). And great qantity of Sue pottery were excavated at the kiln cluster. But we
had very few data in the northern area. On this excavation we realized, for the first time,
the actual condition of production Sue pottery, in the northern area of Kobe-city.
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