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Group Q of the Hanedo Tumulus Cluster

Group Q of the Hanedo tumulus cluster, located in Hanedo, Nishiku, Fukuoka City, was
excavated between the 23rd October, 1989 and 5th May, 1990 by the Fukuoka City Board
of Education. The IHanedo tumulus cluster is located on the top a hill offshooting from the
382m high Mt. Imori, and consists of approximately 150 tumuli (kofun} constructed from
the 6th to early 7th centuries AD. These 150 odd tumuli were divided using their relative
locations into 17 groups, termed groups A-Q. Group Q, the subject of the excavation, was
discovered in 1989, and consists of 5 circular burial mounds,numbered 1 to 5. Two methods
of survey were employed. The dimensions of the interior of stone burial chamber burial

mounds No.l and No.2 were d as they were desi for preservation, while
mounds No.3 to 5 were excavated.

Built on the southern incline of a hill measuring 145-160m above sea level, group Q holds
the highest position in the tumulus cluster. The stone burial chamber of all 5 tumuli had
been partially opened previously, and their main burial chambers looted and ransacked, and
therefore the state of the burial chamber at the time of the funerary ceremony was
destroyed.

The mounds of all the tumuli are round in shape, with their main burial components being
a stone burial chamber with a horizontal passageway. On the southern part of the mound
of tumuli No.3 and Na.5, stones were laid in scveral rows. 1laving been constructed on the
southern incline of the hill, the mound structure would have been susceptible to collapse.
These stones may have been placed as a prevention against this. Stones were laid at the
foot of the mounds in group VI of the Hiroishi tumulus cluster and group D of the Nokata
tumulus cluster for the same purpose.

The stone chamber of tumulus No4 is particularly small compared to that of the other
tumuli, and therefore may have been used for the burial of a child. Tt is thought that, with
the exception of tumulus No.4, the primary burial of the of all the tumuli was an adult.

In light of the artifacts accompanying the burial, and in particular the Sue ware (a type
of dark, wheel-made, high-fired pottery), the construction period of group Q of the tumulus
cluster has been dated to be from the late 6th to the first half of the 7th century AD.

As the structural elements of the tumulus cluster is thought to be based of kin relations,
it is assumed that each tumulus in group Q of the cluster also has a similar relationship.
In addition to this, iron spade-tips accompany the burial in all of the tumuli in this group.
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Howcver, this is thought to represent the character the small social group centred around
the buried, rather than the result of a common funerary ceremony of the same region
during the same period.

Survey findings of tumuli No.1-5 which constitute group Q of the tumulus cluster.

‘Tumulus | “T'ype |Mound Main Main |Secondary | Funcrary objects | No. limes |Constroction.
Ko diumeler | component |chamber i chamber burials |period A
|dimensions imade
depth X width x
eightim)
Nol |circular [~ stope chamber |L8x17%— none  [iron spade-tip(l} 1 [fth century
with horizontal
passageway
No2 |eircular (- stone chumber 13X 18% — none  |ears omament(l), | 1 [7th cenwry
with horizontal iron spade-tipll)
passageway
No3 [circular [3~8m  [stone chamber 2.1x2.0%20 nonc  [Sue ware, 1 |early Tth
[with horizontal jear ornament(1], |contury
[passageway [iron spade-tip(l}
Nod [circular [5m [stane chamber |0.9%9.0% — none  |Sue ware, iron 1 |early 7th
Iwith horizuntal (spade-tip{l} century
‘passageway
No5 [circular |10=12m |stone chamber |(22% LBX20 ves  |Sue ware, 2 learly 7th
with horizontal car ormaments(z), century
passageway iron spade-tip(l),
iron arrowhead(l)
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