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The Nara Capital and Palace

“The Nara capiral (710-784) was an ancient capital

spanning the arcas of the modern ciics of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from its main entrance, the Rajomon gate to the south,

to Suzakumon gate, the main entry t the palace by Suzaku avenue, 75 meters
wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work a the Nara palace.
As the wral population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,
or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.

Investing and rescarching the Nara capital and palace sites is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Qutline of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties is

tion committed to comprehensive research

N

t capital, known as “Nan

architecrure and histori
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are surviv th

ing

materials in compre

stablishment
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Since

stion of the Nara palace si

in the mid-1950', the Institute has advance

tion and research at both the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara palace
districts.

The results of these efforts have been utilized both domesti-

exch

nt of ancient ¢ Also, techi

snstruction, and presentation, developed

the Instirure for the conservation of precious cultural properties

have been urilized s throu

across the world. Circ

rescarch and investigations, and putti blic display at

alace Site Museum and the Asuka cal Museum.
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# Role and Organization of Institute

Former buiding of the Institute

History of the Institute

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

was founded in 1952 as an auxiliar nization of the National

Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties, the prede.

cessor of the current Agency for Cultural Affairs, with a view

to conducting research on cultural properties. At the time of irs

earch divisions

inception, the Institute was composed thr

and history, as well as a General

vision. Subsequently, the problem of preserving the

Nara palace site led o the inception of the Division of Heijo

ions in 1963, In 1973, the Division of the

Palace Site Investig

Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Sive Investigations was established, and in

1973, the Asuka Historical Museum was established, prompred

970 as part of the government's

by a Cabinet resolution made in

effores to preserve the cultural properies of the Asuka area, In or

der to help meer the demand for rescue excavations conducred by

wernments, the Center for Archaenlogical Operations was
lished in 1974 to train local excavators and provide advices

cal authorities

As part of the Japanese Governments reform initiatives, na

tional research institutes | ging to government ministries

and . undergoing reorganization. Consequently, the

Narional R
the Nara Narional Cultural Properties Research Institure were

ncies a

arch Institure for

‘ultural Properties, Tokyo, and

integrated and reorganized as branches of the Independent Ad

ministrarive Instirution in April 2001. Further, in April 2007, the

Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties became
one unit of the Independent Administrative Institution National

Institute for Culural Heritage, created thre

the Independent Administraive Institution,
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Department of Planning and Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordinarion is responsible

for the ¢ d coordination of matters re-

prehensive planning
y the Nara N

tute for Culrural Properties and alsa promates public utilization

1l Research Inst

lated 10 research conducted

of the results. In addition, it fosters the collection and dissemina

tion of information as a national center for research related to

cul

I properties can

ation, provides expert cooperation

and advice to national and regional public institutions while also

coordinating cts with them. The cooperation

at research proj
furnished to the Agency for Cultural Affair's project for preserv

¢ the murals of the Takamatsuzuka and Kitora

ing and urili

rombs, alo stry of 1, Infra

; with the propasal to the Mi

structure, Transpore and Tourism of a design for the exhibition

facility, is one good example

For the execution of these projects, the Department has five

g, the

Sections, with the following duties
The Planni

the planning and coordination of o

and Coordination Section is responsible for

programs directed at

employees of sroviding sup

ional public institut

port and advice regarding archacological excavations and cultural

pre governments and

srties conservation ¢
other organizations throughour the nation.
The Dar,

Instirure’s infe

d Informarion Section maintains and enhances the

naion system, rs, maingains, and pro

s data and materials relat wral properties

The Ir

with China and Korea, and operates and 1

erna

l Cooperation Section plans joint research

cademic ex-

es, technical training, and international cooperation with

countries, such as A

an, Irag, (

s the results of Institute

ions at the Nara Palace Site

hition Section distribu

h publicly through the exh

Museum and the Asuka Historical Museum.

shy Section produces and manages photographs

1l properties. I also develops new technology for

se materials.
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SU[: F"‘B Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four sections; the
Historical Document, the Architectural History, the Cultural

Landscape, and the Sites Management Research Section, through-

our which it conducts specialized and comprehensive research
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ard to cultural marerials such as historical documents

als, historical and rraditional build

1 cultural landscapes, and archacological and historical sites plus

dens.

ch of

written materials

The Historical Document Section is er lin the

historical documents such as books and othe

For historical documents, catall

and phorog
ar Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and other
Nara and around the Kinki reg
tion of the works. For other written materials, items such as draw.

kc

aphic records are

being m: najor remples in

ion, and it promores the publica-

re also investigated.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on archi-
tectural | hinv ions of various types of extant
structures as well as through analyses of archacological features

asid il colses, oegarioes, aml publitins iuterials rlatel to i
chitectural cultural properties and groups of historic buildings

The results of these activities are applied to conservation and

restoration of architectural cultural heritages in the country and

the cooperative wark for the reconstruction of the Former Im-
oM

perial Audience Hall compound ac the N

a palace site, as well

as cooperative research for conservation of architecrural heritages

TlE, 20044 AL = overseas.

XA The Cultural Landscape Section conducts fundamental re-

B search on cultural landscapes under the system established for

- Ak their prorection in 2004, collects and organizes information on
(2

cultural landscapes taken broadly from both domestic and foreign

fields of view, and through concrere ¢

ples of investigations,
conducts collaborative research conceming conservation policy

PR % )

;w,'\ f¢  forcultural landscapes such as the devising of master plans

nent Research Section conducts research on

the management system for proper conservation of a va of

ical and historic sin

It promotes wilization of infor-

mation by publi aking database of rescarch materia

related to site management activities carried out throughout the

country, and also utilizes this inforr

rtion and experience in pro

viding coof

cration to local governments engaged in site manage

ment. It also carrics out investigation for the history of Japar

ens and for conservation and restoration of the historic

dens, For the purposes, it org d publicizes the datab

archaec

ically excavated gards
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Heijo)

ancient cities refe

| meaning of tgjd, a Chinese term, was

by a wall. In China, walled capitals had already appear
time of the Shang d v, around 1,800 BCE. In Japan, capitals
completed enclosed by walls never em, d, b capital in the
sense planned city was builr for the I rst time in llu larter half

of the seventh century. This was the Fujiw pital, which fol-

lowed a square horizontal plan.

and its subse

The story of the emergence of the capital city

quent change in Japan must be swdied as an important thread

in the history of the stare’s establishment in the midst of the tur-

bulent East Asian world from the seventh to the eighth centuries

rch in ancient history

and constitures a vital topic for rese
Nar:

wce the

Following F 15 the nation's capiral for
“Nara

was conducted in 1955

as the roofed gallery of the

artment of Imperial Palace Sites In

pound, the
(Heiji) has conducted excavations in and around the Nara capital

than 1

more ,000 times up through March 2014,

In the conduct of an excavation, researchers with the Institute
in the various fields of archacolog wentary history, archi-
tectural history, garden history, plus fields of archacological sci

dendrachronol
ask of

ence and so forth such as conservation science,

and environmental archaeol ther in the t

he nature of the site

Research on the Nara capital, the political and cultural cen

ter in the fo period of the Japanese state, holds a vital

i

place in the illumination of ancient history. While the research

results which have accumulated thus far are numerous, these re-

search activitie cover highly rated both domestically and

abroa

In the area of internarional cooperation involving cultural

properties as well, which has received emphasis ir

recent years

many cont being realized through urilization of the
knowle

ancient capital cities such as the Nara capital

utions are

ccumulated duri

and techniqu
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Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending from

the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the historic ser-

ting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese state, and served
as the political, economic, and cultural cener from the end of
the sixth o the first par of the cighth centuries. Accardingly, 4
i th th

e famil the

variety ¢ | remains lie dormant b ound,

hacologi

includir palaces and the residences of

sites of numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest clois
tered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of tombs, the
carthen podium of a water clock, and a workshop complex for the

production craft items, Also, in the northern half of this region

lies the Fujiwara capital, built on a rectangular grid spreading out

five kilometers on a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace,

located in the center of the capital and containing the emperor's

residence, along with halls where ceremonies of state were con-
ducted.

Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary investi-
gations are conducted by the Department with the aim of recon

structing a concrete historic image of the ancient state. In addi

tion to making these results publically available through public
viewings at excavarions, publication of research resuls, exhibi-
tions at its main facility, the Department is also in charge of the

preservation of these sites and urilization for the public benefit
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding pavement of roof tiles,
dadera temple site

WS &R
Reconsirucled plan of the easlem cloister and main hall, Yamadadera
lemple
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i@@;‘zﬂ:ﬁpjt*/g_ Center for Archaeological

Operations

The Center for Arch

jical Operations studies and Devel

s for archacological investi

Science Section canducts research in the
tion of artifacts and sites. It develops practical

technols crural analyses and for preserva

cal sites uriliz

s of the preservation environment and

i other carth science techniques.
The Environmental Arch
i

PP T,

sral and faunal rem,
es left on
s used for pr
nines unfinished bone and antler tools in order
the method of manufacture
The Dating Section conducts rescarch which applics dendro
ficlds of ar

chronology to th v, history, and the his

of art and architecture. At present it is particularly involved ir

the development of non-destructive met of dendr

ocus CT scannin

ted to woode

1 cultural properties, applied

the dares of occurrences of natural d

Iso being carried our from dendrochronological measurements

of buried

ve trunks and similar mare:

ical Research Me

M AL

Additionally, from tf

construction of a database on rraces of disaster has been

started as a new praject
R In addition, with cooperation from other departments the
L Thih TV X3

ol MR Center provides the latest informarion to the pi arding the

research activities of each s sections and throy the insti

o
I tute, through regular publication of the CAQ new

S

s of unearthed belt oraent
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Asuka Historical Museum

which opened in 1975 at

This is a museum with a historical focus,
Okuyan

measutes aimed at preservi

in the village of Asuka, in cc

the historic features of the

e Department of Imperial Palace Sites Invest

ion 1o the lar e

there

yearly in the s

§ owice
en hel

e widely known,

eshibitions ng and aurum, a

Recently, in order to make the Institute’s research

have also b

activities

ned exhibits based on the rescarch

en held

and 2. Exhibic Hall

ach he Institute as a whole have be

The lar exhibir consists of Exhibit Halls 1

1 is currently under renovation, bur maintains a temporary exhibit on

neral part of Asuka, in the pre-
Asuka ltabuki palace, and there is
well knov

us a mo

ions conducted in tf

litional site of the

also a model of features of the Mizuochi n as the locus

of a water clock accompanying the palace

pnstruction

of the warer clock irself. For stone objects, along with a stone

arving

with male and female ima, esentation of Mt S

and a stone rej

eru, both Important Cultural Properties, displayed within the r

there is a life-size replica of the tortoise-shaped stone basin recov

from the Sakafuneishi site, plus replicas of stone objects displayed in

the muscums garden, same of them spouti

nal condition. For mound ombs, artifacts reco

ith life-size

matsuzuka tomb are exhibited, along

replicas of the

murals of the Kitora tomb on ceramic plates and a dispay of high

rals, and for tem-

<olay. Th ks

r their MJ rship.

ut the Soga clan and the immigrants un

Exhibir Hall 2 fearures a reconstru

tion using reco

al members, whi Jas Important €

au

erials recovered from the same

ties, from the eastern corridor of the cloister of Yamag

cmple,

plus displays of similarly designated m

remple sit

During the 2013 fiscal year, special exhibits were held in
on “Asukadera 2013

5, while

and in the autumn on “The Road to the

Fujiwara planned exhibits were held in the summer on

“Narural Science Applicd to Archacological Study in the Asuka-Fuji-
wara Capitals” and in winter on “Archacology in Asuka, 2013, plus
there was a “30th Anniversary Commemoration of Its | ery: Spe-

Kitora Tomb Murals,
tion, a mini exhibit in th

cial Open Exhibir of the all of which were well

ring an *Sakata Takerst
The Brilliance of

d in Mountain

v a mini planned exhibit on
nt Nantai: The World of Mirrors Offer

nd two photo contests and exhibits of the

he renovation currendy underway of the regular exhibir, a

display of the tamped-carh strata taken from the Takamarsuzuka tomb

was set up. In conjunction with this, one portion of the floor was re-
P l P

infor
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Nara Palace Site Museum
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Nara Palace Site Museum

portion of the

The Nara Palace Site Museum opened in 1970, in the norchwest

ce precinct (at the site of the ancient Imperial

Stable Burcau), as the public exhibir facility for the palace site. After

rwice undergoing subsequent renovation, in April 2010 the interior

s saw a toral re with the cel

the 1300th

ility for the Nara Palace Sire, the rennovared Mu-

al in conjuncti

versary of the move to the Nara capital

v y for access from the northern side.

Inside the Museum are six rooms of permanent exhibits, and
one for special exhibits. At the Information and Guidance Corner
I

with a scale model showing the process from archacological

introductions of the outlines of the Nara capital and pa

investigation to site preparation. At the Government Office/Palace
Reconstruction Corner recreat
; the interiors of the palac din the

ace precinet. In addition to display

F

items recovered in excavations at the Nara palace and capital sites

the Recovered Artifacts Corner explains the research of the Depart

ment of Imperial Palace Sites Investigarions. In the Archae
Corner, the research activities of various sections of the Cenrer for
Archacological Operatic

learning about the links berwe

introduced, maki

or pleasurable

v science and cultural prop

In the 2013 fiscal year, in addition ro the regular exhibir an au

rumn special exhibit was held on “A Buried Treasur The Be

ed exhi

 of the Study of Mokkan,” and pl

in the spring on “Early Report on Excavations: Heijé, 2013 and
in summer on “The Heijo Capital Zoo,” all receiving large numbers
of visitors.

The Museum

will continue to circulate and publicize the activi

ties of the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,

including excava

ion of the palace site and its rescarch, preserva-

tion, and utilization
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Property
Conservation

The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties

noes a ty of international projects inclu

ch, exchanges of rescarch personnel, rechnical trai

g s such as the ¢ Cultural Centre for UNES
CO (ACCU)
The Insticute is currently conducting the following projecs: (1)

int investigation with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

f the ancient urban site of the Han and Wei capital Luoyany

ion with the Archacological Institute of b n

of the Hi ihe kiln sites in the city of

1 joine investigation with the Archacological Insti

Province of v types of sites from the Three

) comparative rescarch on capitals, and exchange of

| Research Insti

personnel on excavation sites, with the Nati

tute for Cultural Properties, Koreas () investigative research and

preservation projects with APSARA (Authority for the Protection

and Management of Angkor and the Region of Siem Reap) on the

group and the Western Top site, plus

el develo with

 (6) a rescarch exchange pr

Columbia University, USA; (7) rescarch on recovered wooden

¢ project with Myan

her with the Tokyo National Re-

search In or Cultural Prope

ies. in which programs for the

vransfer of technology and personnel development with regard

to archa re b

; conduc
led o the Tokyo Nartional R

Propertics in projects for the preservation of the Bamiyan archac-

d. Cooperation is also

ch Institute for Cultural

logical sites in Afghanistan, and for support to several countries
of Cenrral Asia for the inscription of the Silk Road as World Heri




cis in Myanmar

LY

AFe2eRE (X01-72) ORI (K C & 28) ~0h

n Kristiansen (from Sweden) at the excavalior pros on cullural heritage by ACCU,

site of Yakushii templ for tr 3 site at Koluku-ji temple)
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SRAEHZ R RO EE) Publicizing the Results of

Research Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey results
h the Nara Palace Site Museum, the Eshibition Room of

¢ Sire,

nd the Asuka Historical Muscum,

Fujiiws

Every spring and autumn, the Insiture alsa organizes public

n which its rescarcher:

and surveys, and onc

so held in Tokyo. In addition, t

also invites specialists, from both wi

the outside, w give lectures in association with special exhibitions

of the muscum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of Tmpe-

rial Palace Sites Investigations presents public site viewings for

1
L W

those interested in ancient hist

s and other

Historical Museum, 2
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circulacing the Institute’s rescarch results

Web Site of the Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

The web site provides information on public events such as
exhibits 2

public facilities, open lectures by Institute researchers,
and public site viewi

it excavations, plus informarion about
the Nara palace site, columns by researchers, and so forth.

dditio:

to providis

a variety of infors bout cul-

ttal properties, through 20 databases and other materials such

as high definition digital images, efforts

being made at widely

through full access to
a portion of its publications placed in a rescarch information re-

pository.

FREXEMERR kv I~

Top page of the Institute’s web site

hitp:/www.nabunken.go.jp/

FHERT—5~—2 CREFH) (RER)
The Wooden lablet Image Database

hitp:/fjten-en nabunken.go.jp

Illlii"iilillm‘!!

ALY

IS LIFNE

The Sahora column salon: A miscellany of essays

hip:/fwww nabunken. go jp/nab

PRV ~Y

Mara National Reseach Insiitute for Caltural Propersies Reposilory

hmi

hitp://rep nabunken.go jpidspace/

23
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Commemorative Year for the
Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations

The r 2013 was worthy of commemoration as the 50th an-

niversary for the Division of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations

establishment and the 40th anniversary for thar of the Division of

Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations. The Nara National Re-

search Instirute for Cultural Properties has been participating in

Palace site since 1954, and has conducred

excavations at the Heijo

such excavations on a continual basis from 1959, In 1963 the Divi-

sion of the Heijé Palace Site Investigations was founded when poli-

¢y was put in place for the national government to prorect the entire

precinat of the Heijo Palace site, and for its continual investigation
through excavation. For 50 years since thar rime it has conducred

the exca

ation of the Heijo Palace site and various types of research
based upon the results. At present the excavated area extends to 130
hectares (320 acres) and comprises more that one third of the site.

Meanw

in the Asuka region the conservation of the historic
landscape of the village of Asuka became an issue from the later
part of the 19605, and i

sire, it was decided to conduct the investigarion and preservation

the same manner as for the Heijo Palace

of the Asuka region including the Fujiwara Palace site as a national

the Division of
founded in 1973,

project. After being set up as a section in 197
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigarions wa

and since then has been continually carrying out the investigations

of sites in the Asuka
Over the
achieved which have rewritten the history of the Nara period, such

Fujiwara region,

at the Heijo Palace site many results have been

as the identific
Hall
cinct and the East Palace Garden in its southeast corner. In the
Asuka/Fujiwara region as well, a great part has been played in re-

v of features of the Former Imperial Audience

and the discovery of the eastem projection of the palace pre-

constructing the historic image of the seventh century, for which

aation of the

documentary sources are nor plentiful, through exc.
Ishigami and Mizuochi sites, the artisans’ workshop compound at
the Asuk

In 2007 the two Divisions were joined together
ment of Imperial Pal;

¢ site, as well as remples such as Moto Yakushiji.
the Depart-

« Sites Investigations. The investigative re-

search of ancient capital sites is a major component of the duties

of the Institute, and its empirical research along with compari-

sons to written documents is highly esteemed. Looking toward
the next ren

with newly gained perspecrives

ars, we intend to continue furthering such research

EENIOKERNE RIBHR
The Mizuachi site as presanted to the public and during excavation
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RRMXE
RIS - BRI

Maps of the Nara and
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

ZREHIE Nera
RRILEATRZEA

Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties

EEES
Department of Planning and
Coordinaticn

pralei-i=i
Department of Cultural Heritage

EBSEIMBERE (PR itE)

Department of imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

B 5 —

Center for Archaeological
Operations

BtRIO TR - TR ECOMZ TN
95, Ol VPR E N
AR 5, A R A EFORER
PR AL, W FHE Y B,
Excavares the Nara palace and capital
sites of the cighth century; investigates
original historic sources and architectural
history; gives advices to local authorities

in charge of excavarions; trains local
archacologists.

EE@B Fujiwara Area
BEREEES (AR - BRHE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

6+ 7 i O ET WL AT B OB
WM B,

Excavares the sites of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other
parts of the capital of the sixch and

seventh centuries.

REHEE Asuka Area
REERE

Asuka Historical Museum

6+ 7R GRS O DRI B
o

Exhibits archacological discoverics of

the sixth and seventh centurics in the
Asuka arca
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Excavation Site Exhibition Hall

= IR

Nara Palace Site Museum
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FREH

E—IANERY KR HhE

Imperial Audience Hall Suzaku Gate East Palace Garden

FENEMEARATE. TRENOLHINEZNYT 200, MEFREREOLARICBOLTUET
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FRBHE ko trso

BE=IERE RBEEEE
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Imperial Site Asuka Historical Museum
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FIERBELE  Map of the Nara Capital Site
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BEREILE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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K Chronological Table

BiE

538 588 589 592 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 689 690 694 701 708

Wadd Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
RESEWECPR HEHRRRKSQ

Taino code put into effect

KHBFREH DR

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

b ER T

Empress Zetienwuhou of Tang enthraned
BVRKETAE R

AsukaKiyomihara Code enacted

REREEPRER DR

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and ofticial istoric chronicles begins
BEUHHCHENDEOQWR

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

RRAFEHENE |

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyominara palace

HE SRLE N LIKEKEARER BNV EH 0
First census register compiled

BOSMILE (HE-4HE) wOhve

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakuson ko
M# - o ORHVELECe

Taika Reform declarad

KIWRSHM TP

Prince Nakano O assassinates Soga no lruka
FKRMHORER< BN EE e

Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
JEfrRNvoRge

First delegation sent loTang China

#— D oMK

Tang Dynasty defaats Sui

HRE R o

Ono no Imoka sent to Sul China; construction of Haryuji temple bagins
SEENREVER PR HEPY OV ORS0
Sakatadera temple erected

BHR O Ve

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

HH- DS e

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SREHLNNR

Prince Shoioku oversess politics

KN RERY N2RUR

Empress Suiko enthroned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

KA BRMIVE S e

Canstruction of the Hokoji temple (Asukadera) begins
HMEH (RER) ¥OvVoRSe
Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea

IR 0IFAELIe

Historic memorial (vear of birth/death)

BAEAY (£a%)

S % (557) Mononobe no Moriya - BRET (626) 800 v Unako



Avandoned Nara capital 18verls 10 rice paddies by Ihis time
e KB EINES MG IE £ MR EA e

Retired Emparar Heizel dies

BRHHRRHM e

Fetired Emperor moves fa the Nara palace

=Sl ale pad i ek L]

Capital moves to Heian

B0 L RR R o

Capital moves to Nagaoka

BERLR MR

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

HVHEISRERIR e

Yabai Palace completed

BENRRE00

Priast Dokyo falls from power

HBRKE e

Fujiwara no Nakamaro's rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
BEEESR MK voRew

Yaro code put into effect; Tachibana no Naramara's uprising occurs: Nare palace remodeled
HWECRED EREENSK HRIRSHE

Priast Jianzhen (Ganjin) arrives from Tang

HROHBAKTPR

Censecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Tedaiji temple.
BRFDKICEEEHARIRLR0

Capital ratuins to Nara

FUEEERLDIUD

Capital moves to Naniwa

BRENBUPQ

Shigaraki Palace eracied

SR Ove

Government orders the erection of provincial tamples

ERirS #iHpK L0

Fujiwara no Hirolsugu's rebllion takes place. Capital moves 1o Kuni
EIEEESWRe  #ELl
Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimart,etc.) die
KREQKRE SEEIE0 T RERERH 0w

Prince Nagaya forced 1o commit suicide on suspicion of treason

BEHORBe

Emperor Shamu anthrened

BHE KR e

Ninon Shoki [Cnronicie of Japan] compiled

MR ERAIREDR

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters) completed: Emperar Xuansong of Tang enthroned
HBRRRERe SVMEEEREE e

Capital moves to Nara

ERIBEUREER

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864
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ﬁﬁ?fiﬂ_.’ Location

RRV{CLRIARAR (RS

Temporary Headquarters

630-8577 SRMHiHCH 247 1
fier P LS Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
ARAARIE  Tel0742-30-6763 Fax.0742-30-8750
EEENE wARS SEEHMery—
Tel0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
BERENES (TSR Tel0742-30-6832 Fax0742-30-6830
247-1, Saki-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan

Fi—=L~= http://www.nabunken.go.jp/

Asuka / Fujiwara Area

AT (RS - BRX)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations (Asuka/Fujiwara)

6340025 MEHARZAE 941
Tel0744-24-1122 - Fax.0742-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara Gity 634-0025 Japan

RSEHE
Asuka Histarical Museum

£634-0102 FRMATHEHEFHALE01
Tel0744-54-3561 ~ Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village. Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

Hi—L~— http://www.nabunken.go.jp/asuka/
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Images of the four directional deities, Genbu,
Seiryit, Suzaku, and Byakko, constellations (astro-
nomic charts), and the 12 animals of the Eastern
zodiac are drawn in the murals of the Kitora romb.
Among these, Byakko is the guardian deity of the
west and thus depicted in the center of the western
wall. In contrast with the same figure ar the Takamar-

suzuka tomb and in many depictions on the conti-

nent, in which Byakko faces south, the north-facing
Byakko image of the Kitora tomb is highly singular.
Because the stucco of the Kitora murals was pecling
away from the stone walls of the burial chamber and
greatly at risk of collapsing, their removal rogether
with the stucco layer was conducted from 2004 o
2010.






