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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Mara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

spanning the areas of the modern citics of Nara and Koriyama.

Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Chang’an,

it was buil with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace a¢ the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 merers {equivalen to 26 car lanes) wide and lined with willow and pagoda tres.
The population is estimated at berween 100,000 to 200,000,
and as many as 6,500 burcaucrars were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the roral popularion of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,
or one-twentieth of irs madern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropalis in its day.

The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

for knowing the histary of the Nara period as a wholc.
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AP DEIE Outline of the Institute

LR L, SOfbB e 400t The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,

= . a0 31 ke v Nara, is an organization comumitted 10 cc research
- ; 2 s i

TRRNTY. RAMIBL LIRS EHT, on cultural heritage. Nara is an ancient capital, known as

E 2/ (AN e S UE = T b o IR 1§ 1 = S (RS “Nanto” (southern capital), having a wealth of ancient

O 5 BT S hE L7, 1950 architecture and historical works of art; the Institute was
N = established 1o research these materials in comprehensive

ERICRE PO R IEL 2B, PR fashion. Since the question of the Nara palace site's
CERRR T o A 117 SE A & WFFE 4 ko> preservation rose up in the mid 1950's, the Institute has
. o ) - advanced full-scale excavation and research at both the Nara
TED F LA TROEEIERERIIMTS  and Fujiwara palace sites. The results of these efforts have
EINA DT R AR D P ST T, been wtilized both domestically and interationally in research
o nd in academic exchanges regarding the devel £

i, RIRGERCCIEN £ A Dl e et e erehanees reparding e devcloptient o
FEABASE L7ARTE, 61, Rl L odiding, Also, technigues for ion, ion, and
P preseatation, developed by the Institute for the conservation of
SEFMPUROBIE. BICEPERTOETe o b properties, have been wilized for sites and
BUE, PEFRCH, REMIORGTHE—RORM antifacts throughout Japan and across the world. Currenily, the

BOME AL, 2610, REEE-gp  oconstuction of the Former Imperial Audicnce Hall af the
i 3 5 - Nura palace site is underway, following the completion of the

LHBEETMBRASCHAOWAT 2SR E L2 Suzaku Gate. Further, the Institute serves as a center for

5 JEFRITE A K8 355 % 5 ok v & — e i b training and joint research programs targeted for foreign
i researchers and specialists with local governments who
RzLTwET. participale in archacological excavation.
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History of the Institute

The National Research Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of

the National Commission for Protection of Cultural

Properties, the predecessor of the current Agency for
Culwral Affairs, with a view w0 conducting rescarch on
cultural propertics. At the time of its inceprion, the Institute
had three rescarch divisions, specializing in history,
architecture, and art, as well as a General Affairs Division.
The growing necessity to protect the Heijo palace site led 1o
the inception of the Division of Heijo Palace Site
In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigarions was established,
and in 1975, the Asuka Historical Museum was opened,
prompicd by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as part of
the government’s efforts to preserve the cultural properties
of the Asuka area. Tn order to help meet the demand for

Investigations in 1963

rescue excavations conducted by local governments, the
Center for Archacological Operations was established in
1974 to wrain local excavarors and provide advices to local
authorities,

As part of the Japanese Government's reform initiatives,
national rescarch institutes belonging to government

ministries and agencies are undergoing reorganization.
Consequently, the National Rescarch Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara National Cultural
Propertics Research Institute were integrated and
reorganized as branches of the Independent Administrative
Institution in April 2001, The head office for this
independent institution is located at the National Research
Institute for Culrural Propertics, Nara.
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Role and Organization of Institute

= April 1952

“The Institute was established as an auxiliary organization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties,
with a General Affairs Division, Historical Research Division,
Achitecture Research Division, and Art Research Division, at
50 Kasugano-cho, Nara.

W 19544 /BBHI29%TRH
e PLE] S SO R TEAT & Qi

19605 /BM3ISF10A
£ LTV AT O P AR E B 12 R B A BT 4 LR

m July 1954
The Institure was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Properties Rescarch Institute.

m October 1960
The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.
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w April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was
established.
uJune 1968
The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Institute under its control.

w April 1970
The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.

® April 1973
The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Sire Investigations and

the Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Institute’s
Accounting Section was also established.

m April 1974
The Deparrment of General Affairs and the Center for
Archacological Operations were established.

mMarch 1975
The Asuka Historical Museum opencd at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture,

= April 1980
The Art Rescarch Division transferred to the Rescarch Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

u April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara, The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
Archacological Operations were integrated into the Insritute.

= August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division
of Asuka/Vujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomato-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture.

 April 2001
The National Research Instirute for Cultural Propertics, Nara,
was granted the status of independent administrative institution.
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Department of Planning and
Coordination

The Department of Planning and Coordination is
responsible for the comprehensive planning and coordination
of matters related to research conducted by the National
Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara, and also
promotes public utilization of the results. In addition, it fosters
the collection and dissemination of information as a national
center for research related to cultural properties conservation,
and provides expert cooperation and advice to national and
regional public institutions while also coordinating joint
research projects with them. The technical cooperation and
coordination fumished 1o the Agency for Cultural Affair’s
project for preserving and ulilizing the murals of the
Takamatsuzuka and Kitora tombs is one example of this.

For the execution of these projects, the Department of
Planning and Coordination was established through the
integration and reorganization of the agencies that formerly
provided cooperation and coordination, namely: the Cultural
Properties Data Section and the International Research Sites
Section of the Cenler for Archaeological Operations, the
Photographic Data Section of the Department of Heijo Palace
Site Investigations, the Curatorial Section of the Asuka
Historical Mucum, and the Culural Properties Information
Manager. The new organizational structure, and the principal
division of duties are as follows.

The newly established Department is responsible for the
planning and coordination of training programs directed at
employees of regional public institutions, and for providing
support and advice regarding archaeological excavations and
cultural  properties conscrvation conducted by regional
go and other ization: the nation.
The Data and Information Section maintains and enhances the
Institute’s information system, and gathers, maintains, and
provides data and matcrials related to cultural properties. The
Tntemational Cooperation Section plans, coordinates, operates,
and manages aspects of intemational cooperation, exchange,
and training. The newly established Exhibition Section strives
1o distribute publicly the results of Institute research, centering
on the enrichment of the exhibits at the Asuka Historical
Museum and the Nara Palace Site Museum. The Photographic
Section produces and manages photographs related 1o cultural
malerials,
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Excavation at the Bamivan site, Afgharistan
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Training in the public presentation of buried cultural Explanation of the exhbit
properties at the site of the Latter imperial Audience Hall
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department of Cultural Heritage has four Sections,
being the Historical Document, the Architectural History, the
Cultural Landscape, and the Site Management Sections,
through which it conducts specialized and comprehensive
research with regard to cultural materials such as historical
documents and other writien materials, historical buildings and
groups of traditional structures, gardens and cultural
landscapes, and archacological and historical sites.

The Historical Document Section engages in the rescarch of
historical documents such as books, and other written
materials. For historical documents, catalogs and photographic
records are being made at Kofukuji, Yakushiji, and the other
major temples of Nara, which constitute the main targets of
research, as well as at other temples in the Kinai region, and
efforts are being made to make the results public. For other
writien materials, items such as drawings and woodblock
carvings are the objects of focus, and currently the archives of
Sekino Tadashi are under investigation.

The Architectural History Section conducts research on the
architectural heritage through investigations of various types of
extant structures as well as through analyses of archacological
features, and also collects, organizes, and publicizes materials
related to architectural cultural properties. Further, the resulis
of these efforts are applied to the preservative restoration of
architect cultural prop and through cooperation in the
reconstruction of historic buildings such as the Former
Imperial Audience Hall at the Nara palace site, as well as in
cooperation with investigations for the purpose of conserving
the architectural heritage overseas.

The Cultural Landscape Section conducts research
contributing to conservation policy regarding cultural
landscapes, a category of cultural properties added with the
May 2004 revision of the Cultural Properties Protection Act,
by investigating relevant examples and drawing up plans for
their preservation. It also collects and organizes the results of

‘hacological excavations throughout the country with regard
to gardens, with the aim of making public a database of these
materials, and from 2006 is conducting research for a second
phase of this plan by collecting data and holding research
sessions focusing on gardens from the Heian period on.

The Site Management Section conducts surveys on the
condition of restared historic sites from the planning stage
through their restoration and management, with the aim of
organizing the problem areas into a database, It also utilizes
this i ion and experi in providing cooperation 10
regional public organizations with restoration projects of
historic sites.
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Surveying the garden at Banshdn in Tsushima
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Investigating old documents
at Yakushiji temple, Nara
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Reconstructed Eastemn Palace
Garden

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Heijo)

This Department is in charge of archaeological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and rescarch on residences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commoners are carried out in the surrounding
Nara capiral site, along with investigations of public market
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
historical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavated portions of the site are presented to the general
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once stood, planting
shrubs w0 indicate the positions of a building’s pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themsclves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
artifacts and features that survive in archacological sites.
Archacological excavation and the processing of great
volumes of primary data obtained from ancient sites arc vital
tasks which further research on ancient history.
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Nara palace sits,
partialy reconstructed and landscaped
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Eastern Assembly Hal, Nara palace (the covering erected over the
reconstruction wark at the Former rperial Audience Hall is seen in the back)
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Garden at the former Daijon temple
(investigation of the western small pond and the area to its west)
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of rool tiles, Yamadadera lemple sile

Role and Organization of Institute

Department of Imperial Palace Sites
Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the city of Kashihara, was the
historic setting for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
state, and served as the political, econamic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth 10 the first pare of the
cighth centurics. Accordingly, a variety of archacological
remains lic dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of
numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of

tombs, the earthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft irems. Also, in
the northern half of this region lics the Fujiwara capiral,
gular grid spreading out five kil on
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the
center of the capital and containing the emperor's residence,
along with halls where ceremonies of state were conducted.
Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary
investigations arc conducted by the Department with the

built on &

aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition ro making rhese results publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of research results, exhibitions ar its main facility, the
Department is also in charge of the preservation of these
sites and utilization for the public benefit.
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National Historic Monument Fujiwara Palace Site: Sixth east hall of the State Halls compound

Al foundalion stones had bean removed, but small stones used to stabilize them and cobble stones ramained in a goed state of preservation,
and the circumterance of the podium was ringed with a ditch dug in conjunction with its
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National Historic Monument Kawaradera Temple Site: Archaeological feature related o the casting of an iron cauldron
Located in one comer of the group of metal foundries in the partion at tha narthem adge of the 1emple precinct.
The iron cauldron was B8 cm in diameter at its mouth, and dated from 1 e half of the seventh century.
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Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Conservation Science Section conducts research aimed
at developing and making practical a variety of analytic
methods for investigating the material quality and structure of
archaeological materials. It also conducts practical research
regarding the p ion and ion of archaeol 1
materials, such as methods for drying wooden objects. The
Environmental Archacology Section conducts research on the
reconstruction of ancient environments based on floral and
faunal remains. In addition it is pursuing research to infer,
based on traces left on bones recovered from archacological
sites, the wols used for processing these materials. The Dating
Section conducts research which applies dendrochronology to
the fields of archacology, history, and the histories of art and
architecture. In addition 1o advancing the development and
application of tree-ring dating for different species of wooden
artifacts, from the dating of buried trec trunks and other
materials, research is being conducted (o clarily the dates of
occumence of natural disasters. The Survey and Prospection
Section conducts research on the investigation of ancient
governmental sites, and on methods of surveying and
prospection, in order (o enhance nationwide the quality of site
investigation and rescarch, and the efficiency of archaeological
excavation.

In addition, the Center makes information about its activities
public by publishing the research results of each section
regularly in the CAO News.

WRNEZXRENR

Practical training in Environmental Archaeology
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Operation of a tree ring measuring machine
(at the Sanbutsuji Temple)
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Unit§2:Tree ring measuring machine (special order, Japan)
A stationary device capable of monitor and digital output,

FERFITAY HERERA
FLIS— MESRE

Practical training in specimen
preparation for abserving wood structure,
in the Conservation Sclence course

15
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REEHLE Asuka Historical Museum

At OE Rt OREE AL LzEF5Ir This is a museum with a historical focus, which opened in
BABRCHSE LT, IS0 IO Tk gz [ o Okeyamain he village of Asuka, n conjunction wih
special legislative measures aimed at preserving the historic
LA R i C, MR L R scenery and site of the Asuka region. The Asuka period and
EERRSR S LT, BRI (RS - mgluq are the objects of nll; dnsp‘layi., with exhibits made
g centering on the resuls of investigations conducted in the
MU ARBIBETE S - /2MZEMCRET  Asuka area by the Department of Imperial Palace sites
DR TEBI-TEF L. REERELD Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara). In addition 1o the regular
. IR 43 = A 3 o s exhibits there are special exhibitions held twice yearly in the
CEBO 2@, FFHETEBIRI LI, & spring and autumn, and lectures have also been held. Recently,
WAL TR E L, MR TIRMFAT O inorder to make the Institute” s rescarch uctivities more widely

= . PR known, planned exhibits based on the research results of oth
BT Bl TR R, BRREL o e v bombeld.
TSR OB T R b 552 The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit
HoTwEY, Hall 1 deals with the pa].u-\ Mnne_ujhiecws. mounded .mmbs.
. " und temples of Asuka, with exhibits made centering on
HRERIE LR 2000 REN BN E  anifucts recovered from these sites, to promote knowledge of
F, 81 BRI SRR OREE 28 - TIHL the history of the f\su_lm [E:Tlﬂd. For the .palﬂces. zu?ifﬂc‘ts
- . o " e recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
FeibiZ, R - LEE - N SEBEEMLD BV contral part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
HEEmEPLE LEEREBIA-TwET, Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a water
hmes s Sl clock accompanying the palace. For stne objects, there are a
HRTERBOTLHTRREALAIREOW (o0 carving with male and female fmages and a stone
5B, GRS AEEAFOBBRE LT A%/ representation of ML Sumeru displayed within the museum,
W, M, . together with replicas of stone objects displayed in the

: 7o b 2 vE . ) )

Kﬁh&” ﬂ)ﬂ&.gﬁ & R BIR L‘C.b- 9. A museum’ s garden, some of them spouting water to recreate
EOASEFGRILG 2 M TERT A L L i, their original condition. For mounded tombs, artifacts

WL T OBGE G2 TR L. A% L T4 T\.\.‘u\'cn# from the Takamatsuzuka mound, and for temples,
ilems discovered at Asuka and Kawaradera temples, are

ORBEBRL ToE 4, WRTEHBERETRE  displayed. In Exhibit Hall 2, a reconstruction using recovered
F. FETIRRS SRS RS 5 oM -5 % 8 architectural members from the eastern corridor of the cloister
. —— N of Yamadadera temple is displayed.

ARLTWET, 2 R T, INESREED Special exhibits were held twice last year, on “Ancient

A ERGEH % U L 2R & B2 > Tyvr Thombs in ASUKA” in the spring and “Ancient Gardens in

34 East Asia” in the fall. In addition, featured exhibits were held on

] “The World of Haniwa” in the summer and on “Unearthed

MEERE ISR A 2 W), FRAEE0R (RSB  Documents from Ancient cities™ in the winter.

R EBMAIR [ 7 Y7 iUt & B

LELAe £ HiCK [HREML) . 401
I FHRLETE AP OBEIROHR]

DEMRE L E L2,

AHUGETRT

Exhibition of reconstructed Shunisen"seki



HOHERE

Soring scenery pf Amakashi o Oka

Bl T (W)

Exhibition of stone monuments
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Properties
Conservation

The National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, promoles a variety of international projects including
joint research, exchanges of research personnel, technical
training, and restoration and preservation projects, and also
provides assistance in programs of intemnational cooperation
conducted by JICA (Japan Intemational Cooperation Agency)
and other organizations.

In the 2006 fiscal year, the Institute will participate mainly
in the following five projects of international cooperation and
exchange: (1) a joint investigation aimed at clarifying the
actual state of the Luoyang site, an nt capital located in
the city of Luoyang, Henan province, China, to be carried out
as a new five-year project under the program of “Cooperative
Research Related 1o the Preservation and Study of Ancient
Capitals in  Asia,”
Archacology, Chi Academy of Social Sciences; (2)

research including  the
excavation, architectural investigation, and survey from the
perspective of conservation science, of the West Top temple,
one of the sites of the Angkor group, as part of the program of

"Cooperative Research Related to the Preservation of Angkor
Cultural Heritage,” in conjunction with the Authority for the
Protection and Management of Angkor and the Region of
Siem Reap; (3) joint rescarch aimed at clarifying the actual
state of the Huangye and Baihe kiln sites, for producing three-
colored, glazed Tang pottery in the city of Gongyi, Henan
province, China, as part of the program of “Cooperative
Research on Production Sites in East Asia,” conducted in

with the Archaeological Institute of Henan
provinee, China; (4) comparative research on ancient capitals
focusing on the results of archaeological excavations, as part of
the program of “Joint Research Regarding the Formation and
Development of Ancient Japanese and Korean Capitals”
carried out in conjunction with the National Research Institute
for Culral Properties, Korea; and (5) research and
reorganization of data on Sui and Tang graves in the Chaoyang
district, as a new five-year program of joint research conducted
with the Archaeological Institute of Liaoning Province.

In addition, as a project of the National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties in its entirely, the program of

“Cooperation in the Preservation and Restoration of the
Cultural Heritage of West Asian Nations,” now in its third
year, will be carried forth in conjunction with the National
Research Institute for Cultural Propertics, Tokyo. This year a
distributional survey will be conducted 1o verily the extent of
the Bamiyan site in Afghanistan, along with sublemancan
prospection and archacological excavation (o ascertain cultural
malerials deserving i igrati
of Buddhist caves, and examinations of the materials used in
Buddhist murals, will also be undertaken.

conducted  with the Institute of
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TSR ST O L R
A white grazed pottery kih site at Shuidhe, Gongyi, Henan Province, China

PUO—IL- Py FERRERR FPIAZZS DN —= 1

Photographing ik inscriptions at Angkor Wat The Bamiyan site, Afghahistan



HZFi0#ES 8@ Role and Organization of Institute

AEMAMROESER

WRFEATI i AMIERE 2 LT rPkerb s e,
MUEHRERE, RBEEEA B I3

A - BCIZFRe R A ASH AR R & 4T 5
LR 2 I L. AR ORI Clage
B L TPISL ORI L SRS AL Ty E
¥

TR AT TR L RIMA T, Bl
HMEREL, EREREL TV

LG Saar i e IMENIE S -2l
B - R - AT - TRBTORAREIR - ML
M=a—2%HHh £,

Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
results through the Nara Palace Site Museum, the
Exhibition Room of Fujiwara Imperial Si
Asuka Historical Museum.

Every spring and autumn, the Institute also organizes
public lectures in which its researchers present the results
of their investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical
Museum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institute and from the outside, to give lectures in
association with special exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the Department of
Imperial palace sites Investigations presents public site
viewings for those interesied in ancient history

Publications issued by the Institute making these
research and survey results publicly available include
its academic joumnal, anmual reports, compendia of
historical materials and other basic data, catalogs of
exhibitions at the Asuka Historical Museum, and a
newsletter on issues related to buried cultural properties.

. and the
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Nara Cultural Properties Research
Institute Home Page
hitp:/fwww.nabunken.go.jp

The Institute’ s home page will be used first of all to
make public a variety of databases that organically
integrate digitalized information on cultural properties,
and also to proy information on upcoming events, such
as public site viewings at archacological excavations, and
open lectures.

Further, in addition to broadcasting introductions of the
contents ol the

Institute” s research, lists of its
publications, and news regarding cultural propertics, the
Institute will strive to distribute information on cultural
properties by incorporating new technologies such as the
3-D contents and Web TV components for the Asuka
Historical Museum.
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FRZAMIEE Institute Facilities

ZREVALEITHZEFRF AEE Institute Headquarters

630-8577 FRM_%ME12-9-1 2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-B577 Japan
Tel.0742-30-6733 (gam) 0742-30-6753 (xftumaEm Fax.0742-30-6730 (xg#) 0742-30-6750 (witmmEm

FRRXLRRRAOFE - EXFER K0S
Headquarters Building, Training Facility

*m MAIN BUILDING
L] THIRD FLOOR
B Doparimant of Planning8Goordination
WAL Depariment of Cubural Hertage
BETEBEYS— G ecorel
2/ SEI:HNDFumn
BEE (FEE) BREr e room
BREENED Proscmapt o ingartal Paece s
(THME) EKMEA{-:.TE.‘E.’
sl Oporatns
L FIRST FLOOR
REB GEAERD) Departmont of Adrivstrativa Managoment & W @ ® & wn
EEs Adminigtration Offica g
B&ENE Rafarence toom

Fi=rEeleE B2 Nara Palace Site Museum

Profectural 10ad (Mara- Tanida routs)

TREADAFREGTELR- RI!E MRS
Nara Palace Site Museum, Storage facilities

PHREWMEEME NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM

T Exhibitian roam

L 3 Auditorium
AE Srall audioriun

pelid 4] STORAGE No.3 -

2/ * SECOND FLOOR B
REFHEE Consarvation Science room E
ABERE ‘Wonden implemants room o .
TRERE Eanthenwara room i
EER%E Aol file roam % b

18 FIRST FLOOR x & BEREE
o g L) e

& c
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HRAOIER  Institute Facilities

ﬁﬁ%ﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬂ (ﬂ%ﬁﬁiﬂg) Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)

634-0025 @EMAZEED4-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
94-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0026 Japan

wenms
mEm ()
s
| 1
W (2) -
o5

BHARENED (KB - BRAE) 78 L8605

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations{Asuka/Fujiwara)

R o B

T

“ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ Ao R
e

REEFIEE Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FRMETHIBEERRILE0] Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan

RERAEEN K0S 0 EmE

1
Asuka Historical Museum Exnibiion oo

HpE Basement floor rac
MIWTE Exhibition room No.3 =y
o Libsary ¢ m om % m sm Tickst-swiing oot
IR Storage T DR
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Zodiac figure (Horse) at the Kitora. tomb
unearthed from

Topics:
The zodiac figures of the Kitora
tomb murals

‘The discovery in June 2003, during work in preparation for
the removal of the figure of Suzaku (a scarlet phoenix) on the
southem mural of the Kitora tomb’s stone chamber, of a figure
with an animal head on a human body for the Oriental zodiac
sign of the Horse, is still fresh in the memory, along with the
bright read color of the image that had wansferred over 1o the
mud which covered it. Including the Horse, the zodiac signs
now ascertained at the Kitora tomb are seven (Rat, Ox, Tiger,
Hare, Horse, Dog, and Boar). All of them are depicted as
standing figures, clothed in formal ceremonial dress, and
‘holding weapons in their hands.

‘The Kitora murals have astronomical charts placed on the
ceiling, and the four directional deities plus zodiac signs on the
four walls. The deceased was laid to rest in the realm of eternal
time and space which these represent, and were likely meant to
soothe his soul. On the other hand, the weapon-holding pose
bears similarities 1o the zodiac signs of Silla. But the Silla
figures are relicl carvings made on stone retaining walls
circling the mound, usually face outward, so that the guardian
deity element is stronger.

In this manner, it may be noted that the Kitora zodiac signs
have points of difference as well as commonalities with those
of both Tang and Silla, and provide valuable clues for thinking
about various problems regarding tombs with murals. They
also present a precious example for considerations of the
spread and change of zodiac figures, which appeared in the
second half of the sixth century in the mid Changjiang basin of
China, and later became popular over a wide region.

EO+=¥R RO+ =N R

(F : FRHRHLBRE) (F : SRRRALIESRE)
Tang zodac figur Sila zodac figure (Horse, relief carving from
the retaining wal of the Kim Yusin tomb)

e (Goat, an iron statue
the tomb of Li Jngyou)
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FIRELE  Map of the Nara Capital Site
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BERTREIE  Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
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BAiEER Chronological Table

BIEER Chronological Table

B3R  Chronological Table

Period

Nara

Asuka Period

"R B K
538 588 569 502 593 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 G76 681 689 6I0 694 701

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 741 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794 809 824 864

708

Abandened Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this tima
HENNOEHOESME RIS N REI 2

Retired Emperor Heizei dies

R LIRS B v

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace

B -H IR B DL e

Capital moves ta Helan

BB L R B o

Capital moves ta Nagaoka

IR0 LR R

An Lushan's rebellion breaks out in Tang

i Jem R e

Yobai Palace completed

WENRIRE 0

Priest Dokyo falls from power

HHER KR R

Fujiwara no Nakamara's rebellion occurs; production of one million miniature pagodas started
EEEEIeR MmN NvoERe

Tachibana no Naramaro's uprising occurs; Yora code put into effect; Nara palace remodeled
RSO NSRBI RO T

Priest Jianzhen(Ganjin) arrives from Tang

HOMIR K DR

Consecration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaiji temple

BRIV KICEBERPRIRRSR

Capital returns to Nara

RWEHERL PV

Capital moves to Naniwa

BB e

Shigaraki Palace erected

MKMW O Ve

Government arders the erection of provincial temples

HRIFEREE MK
Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's rebel takes place. Capital moves to Kuni
EEEEeRee & LER R o

Smallpox spidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimaro,etc.) die
KERKED S0EEMENO T RRELRH e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

WEHE KRB

Emperor Shomu enthroned

BRI R RS e

Nihon Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

D4 MR RIRE e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang enthroned
HBRRRERR WUMEREREE R

Capital moves to Nara

B L R b o

Wadd Kaichin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Nara is decided
REESFRC0e - EIRMENKSe

Taihd code put into effect

KRR e

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

1B 0 L1 B 0 R o

Empress Zatienwunou of Tang enthroned

HREKEEREE e

AskaKiyomihara Code enacted

REREEECYENDQ

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and officlal historic chrenicles begins
BRUAHSEEN SO0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

AT I

Emperor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyomihara palace
HE S m LN LK E K MR ER RN EE e
First census register compiled

HOQMILEE (Y whve

United forca of Japan and Paskche loses to the Tang ammy at Hakusonka
¢ - HORT B 4o IR H VBl L& e

Talka Reform declared

KRG R H

Prince Nakano Os assassinates Soga no Iruka

A 0R T o 0 2 0 RS Y B 6 o 1

Construction of Yamadadera tempie begins

JHIrWO VORI

First dalagation sent to Tang China

R — B 1 g ¥ o

Tang Dynasty defeats Sui

{0 M 0 B 1 fou

©no no Imoko sent 1o Sul China; construction of Horyujl temple bagins
SN RE LR R HE MO VO RSR
Sakatadera temple erected

FHEHiFROVe

Seventeen Article Gonstitution promulgated

WA DY

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SEEML NN

Prince Shotoku oversees politics

LR =Y E- R ek =8 SRV

Empress Sulka enthraned at the Toyura Palace, Asuka

KR BN R o

Sui Dynasty unifies China

EREENE| e

Canstruction of the HGKG]l temple (Asukadera) begins

HEHR (REH) ¥OvoEee

Buddhism introduced from Peakche, Korea
imEandgRELR

Historic memarial (year of birth/death)

Bl EAM (xr=)

MW KB (554-628) Empress Suiko

B KR (737-806) Emperer Kanmu

R B E (684-720) Prince Nagara

BB ST (662-689) prince asatabe

KEER (626-671) emperor Ten)l

WK F (574-622) prnce shareky
W k5B F (-848) Prince Yamasairo no Be

EHRXE (701-756) Emperor Shamu

R KB (TT4-824) Empecer Heizel

K BBIE (701-760) Empress Cansart Kimyb

B H R F (654-696) Prince Tukechi

W EER (T18-770) Enpress Kiken

B AW (-645) 5008 ne lruka

EE X R (6317-686) Emperer Tenmu

BBE T (-626) 505 no umako

R -772) prien bRy

FHRER (645-702) Empress J13

AT W (-587) Mencrsbe no Morips

i
i
€
i
E
=
&
®
k-]
]
k: 3

R F L % (859-720) Failwara no Fehite

B2 (-653) Priestiin

SR PR (B93-775) Kini no Makisi

86 U (BB8-763) Priest anznen (Ganin)
7 8 (668-749) privst Gyoks

BB (766-822) Priest Saichd

W (774-835) Priest Kkai

W k8 B (660-733) vamanous no Okera

KK A (665-731) otomo no Tabito

X ¥ W (718-785) Oomn mo Vakamachi
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PFRTEHh  Location

RESCRT AP AEE

Headquarters of Institute

B30-8577 REMIHER-9-1
BN EEm Tel.0742-30-6733 Fax.0742-30-6730
=EN Tel0742-30-6739 Fax0742-30-6730
WAERHARE Tel0742-30-6763 Fax0742-30-6760
CERES TCRES SRy I—
Tel.0742-30-8B52 Fax0742-30-6841
BRRENES (THEE) Tel0742-30-6832 Fax0742-30-6830
2 Nijo-cho,Nara City 630-8577 Japan

Fi—LA— http://www.nabunken.go.jp

ERMFERBEED (RIS - ERRIE)

Department of Imperial Palace Sites Investigations(Asuka/Fujiwara)
634-0025 WRTKZAEHSA-1

Tel0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

TR

Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FREMAHEFHESHMLE0

Tal0744-54-356) / Fax0744-54-3563

601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
i-modef  http://asuka. nabunken. p/i/

J-phonef  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/[/

ezwebf  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/ez/
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Cover:Kitora tomb murals. A zodiac sign{Horse)
represented with an animal head on a
human body.

The image had transferred to the mud which had
flowed into the stone chamber through a hole made
by grave robbers in the south wall. Wearing a bright
red ceremonial outer garment, it holds in its right
hand a spear decorated with a red tassel. The
question remains of how to preserve its condition,
described by Kawanobe Wataru, section head at the
National Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo,
who was in charge of the operation, as “chalk dust
sitting on top of a slab of moist salt.”
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