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The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

the Nara capiral was truly a grear metropolis

the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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n of Institute

Outline of the Institute

The National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties,

Nara, is an org
rescarch on ancient cultural heritage. The ancient city of
Nara is known for its wealth of ancient architecture and
historical works of art, and the Institute was established to
conduct research on these materials, Inspired in the mid-
1950s, by the problem of preserving the Nara palace site, to

ation committed (0 comprehensive

get involved in rescarch on buried cultural properties as
well, the Institute has achieved significant results in the
excavation and study of the Nara and Fujiwara palace sites.
“These ha
aimed at shedding light on the development of ancient
capitals.

e contributed to international academic exchanges

In addition, sophisticated techniques of restoration,
developed ar the Instituce for prescrving valuable buried

al maccrials, have been applied in the preservation of
sites and ardifacts throughout the world. At the Nara palace
site, reconstruction of the Former Imperial Audience Hall is
underway, following that of Suzaku Gate. The
techniques of reconstruction used in these projects are being
applied in the presentation of historic sites throughout the
country. In addition, the Institute also serves as a center for
the training of, and for conducting joint rescarch with, bath
local government employees involved in archacological
excavations, and forcign researchers,

{LEED

HER

Conducting comprehensive
cultural heritage research

i R

Research

oitE
-] WEICENT
Presentation/ Giving newiite

to ancient remains.



HRAOER &8 Role and Ory

TAZPRO4EEE Organization of the Institute

}7

BOTBGEA MBS
Inesopendon Adminstrative Instilution
Nationa Ressarch insttute for Cutursl Properties

]
Departmant of Admirisératen Management

Q NH’SUI:MEH%
4{ ingspenden: Adminstrative Institution
for Cultural P Tak

L3

AR |
i

kol Rasatah il for Colls! Properiies, Nark

ERYCHTRRAR

Independst Admiristativ Insitution
National Research Instituts

for Cultural Properties, Nsn

— TSR N

B =t

Department of
Administrative

Operations Divisicn

BhmsEE STEREERER —

Chiof Coordination Cuttural Proy
Manager

Management Division

Information Division

General Affairs Section

— &=EHHR

Accounting Section

FAER

Supplies Section

B
L Training & Program Saction

Facilities Section

- R - FER
Pubiic Relations Section

B - HER

Library Information Section

LR R REEEME

Cuttural Properties Information

— XALMERRFS ————

Depantment of Cultural Heritage

Department of Heijo
Palace Site Investigations

— MBERESSERNESE ——

Department of Asuka / Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations

Asuka Historical Museum

— EExtMty—
Center for
Archasological Operations

BT E

Architectural History Section
EEFHRE
Historical Records Section
BEFR R
Site and Garden Research Section
= i
Archasology Section 1
EEE R
Archaeolagy Section 2
EEH=WEE
Archasology Section 3
M
Architecture Section
SR
History Section
BHEH
Photographic Data Section
EUEEE e
Post-Excavation Instructor
EEY— W=
Archaeology Section 1
EEH W
Archasology Section 2
SEE IS
Architecture Section
SEF IS
History Section

=
Guratorial Section
I TR
Artfacts Research Methodology Section
MBI TR
Sites Research Methodology Section
SRR RE
Paleo-Environment Section
RIFEERPHRE
Gonservation Science Section
RIFEETPHRE
Conservation Tachnology Section
AL S E
Culturai Properties Data Section
PR ST

International Research Sites Sectian



HAZLPODEH &8 Role and Organization of Institute

IR D a5k I

FRSCLMBIRATE, LT O Lo i
WERZ T 2 LM ORERRRM L LT
195242 S0 L & Le, YN, BEsE - ARisty -
LM LHEOIWRELEHLELE BBV E L, £
Dk, FIREHORELVMEL LoD R L
LT 1963402 FHREBISENMRE L. 19730
RGEN S RMATSEhPhRES A, 1’
BRI I T B s oEo—RE LT, 1970
FOMBIEIIEDOT 93 EIC RS BRI AT
WEshE Ll 240 194ECIIFLMECE
A 5 MR LI I =t 2 S — k L
T, BEstbM A —saishE L.

ZDHE, HIY O8RS Y B OTTEYSHEED
FEHCE-DR | RFECTE T B AR & PR
S LT ICHIE B YRR LM BT &
R E N MR O D OWf R R 20017
A4 IR L, MVITEGE A SULM B R & 4 )
% Lo Zh iR i dOmso L s e &
FUAEMFIART & 4 0 ASEFTEGE A 41
AT RF O HNc@ah g L,

RIS
ner building of the Institute

History of the Institute

The National Rescarch Institute for Cultural Properties,

Nara, was founded in 1952 as an auxiliary organization of

the Mational Commission for Protection of Cultural

Properties, the predecessor of the current Ageney for

Cultural Affairs, with a view to conducting research on
cultural properties. At the time of its inception, the Institute
had three research divisions, specializing in history,
architecrure, and art, as well as a General Affairs Division.

The growing necessity to protect the Heijo palace site led to

the inception of the Division of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations in 1963. In 1973, the Division of the
Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations was established,
and in 1975, the Asuka Historical Museun was opened,
prompted by a Cabinet resolution made in 1970 as parr of
the government’s cfforts 1o preserve the cultural propertics
of the Asuka area. In order to help meer the demand for
rescue excavations conducted by local governments, the
Center for Archacological Operations was established in
1974 1o train local excavators and provide advices 1o local
authorities.

As part of the Japanese Government’s reform initiatives,
national research institutes belonging to government
ministries and agencics arc undergoing reorganization.
Consequently, the Narional Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Tokyo, and the Nara National Cultural
Properties Rescarch Institure were integrated and
reorganized as branches of the Independent Administrative
Institution in April 2001. The head office for this
independent institution is located at the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Nara,
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= April 1952

The Institute was established as an ausiliary arganization of the
National Commission for Protection of Cultural Propertics,
with a General Affairs Division, Historical Research Division,
Architecrure Research Division, and Art Research Division, at
50 Kasugano-cha, Nara.

W July 1954

The Institute was officially named the Nara National Cultural
Propertics Rescarch Institute.

= October 1960

The office of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations opened in the
former Nara palace site in Sakihigashi-machi, Nara.

= April 1963

The Division of Heijo Palace Site Investigations was
established.
o June 1968

The Agency for Cultural Affairs was established, with the
Instituce under its control.

» April 1970

“The Nara Palace Site Museum opened.
= April 1973

The Division of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations and
the Asuka Historical Museum were established. The Insticuce's
Accounting Secrion was also esablished.

u April 1974
The Department of General Affairs and the Center for
Archacological Operations were establishedl.

= March 1975
‘The Asuka Historical Museum opened at Okuyama, in the
village of Asuka, Nara prefecture.

= April 1980
The Art Rescarch Division cransferred 1o the Research Center
for Buddhist Art, of the Nara National Museum.

= April 1980

The Institute relocated to Nijo-cho, Nara. The Division of
Heijo Palace Site Investigations and the Center for
Archacological Operations were integrated into the Instirure.

= August 1988

A new headquarters building was built for the Division
of Asuka/Tujiwara Palace Site Investigations at 94-1,
Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara, Nara prefecture

= April 2001

The National Research Institute for Cultural Propertics, Nara,
was granted the starus of independent administrative instirution.
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Department of Cultural Heritage

The Department is comprised of three sections : the
Architectural History Section, Historical Records Section, and
the Site and Garden Section. Based on collaboration among
these sections, its overall function is to carry out comprehensive
rescarch on historic buildings, documents, and on gardens and
other sitcs,

The Archicectural History Section studies ancient architecture
based on research conducted on existing historic buildings, the
strucrural remains of excavated building sites, a5 well as on data
obrained in the restoration of historic buildings. The results of
this research have been applicd to reconstruction works such as
the Imperial Audience Hall at the Nara palace site. As a means
of contributing to the protection of historic buildings, this
section also conducts comprehensive research regarding emple
and shrine edifices, vernacular houses, cirics, towns, villages,
and the heritage of Japan’s modernization period.

The Historical Records Section engages in the study of
historical documents and other materials, including drawings
and woodblock prints. In the course of its ongoing research
concerning prominent temples located in the Kinki region, a
tecord of historical documents possessed by the temples i
being created and preserved as 2 photographic archive, with
some of these results already made available to the public, This
section is currendy cngaged in the research of historical
materials related to Kitaura Sadamasa, who laid the foundation
for the study of the Nara palace and capiral sites at the end of
the Edo period.

The Site and Garden Section conducts extensive tesearch on
historic gardens. Current projects include research on the ancient
gardens of East Asian countries, and the analysis of Japanese
gardens excavated ar archacological sites, This section akso carries
our ficld surveys on restored historic sites throughout Japan, and
develops guidelines regarding their restoration, management, and
public use. Its members also play an important role as advisors for
on-site restoration. projects being implemented by various local
governments.
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Surveying the garden at Banshoin in Tsushima
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Investigating old documents
at Yakushiji temple, Nara
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Investigation of the historical buldings
in the Hrasawa area of Narakawa Vilage,
Magano Prefecture
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Reconstructed Eastern Palace
Garden

Department of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations

This Deparement is in charge of archacological
investigations at the Nara palace site, where facilities were
established for the emperor to rule during the Nara period
(710-784), along with the imperial domicile and government
offices. Since 1954, coordinated investigations of the site have
been in progress, with excavation of nearly 30% of the 130
hectare site being completed, resulting in many discoveries
important for the study of ancient history. In addition,
excavation and research on residences of aristocrats, lower
officials, and commoners arc carried out in the surrounding
Nara capital site, along with investigations of public market
places, temples, and other sites, bringing to light many
histarical facts which have lain buried for over 1200 years.
Excavared portions of the site are presented to the gencral
public in various ways which convey the original appearance
of the Nara palace site. These include reconstructing the
foundation platforms where buildings once scood, planting
shrubs to indicate the positions of a building’s pillars, or
reconstructing the facilities themselves, as in the case of
Suzaku Gate and the East Palace Garden. The aim of
excavation is to clarify the historic past through the analysis of
artifacts and features that survive in archacological sites.
Archaeological g of great
volumes of primary data obtained from ancient sites are vial
tasks which further research on ancient history.

and the
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Nara palace site,
partialy reconstructed and landscaped
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Garden of the Daljoin Nishi koke pond excavated and Higashi-oike pond
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Podium of the Main Hall with a surrounding
pavement of roof tiles, Yamadadara temple sita

Department of Asuka/Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations

The Asuka/Fujiwara region of Nara prefecture, extending
from the village of Asuka to the ity of Kashihara, was the
historic scrring for the emergence of the ancient Japanese
stae, and served as the political, economic, and cultural
center from the end of the sixth to the first part of the
cighth centuries. Accordingly, a variety of archacological
remains lie dormant beneath the ground, including imperial
palaces and the residences of elite families, the sites of
numerous temples including Asukadera, the oldest
cloistered Buddhist temple in Japan, plus the remains of
wombs, the carthen podium of a water clock, and a
workshop complex for the production craft items. Also, in
the northern half of this region lies the Fujiwara capital,
lar grid spreadi
a side and centering on the Fujiwara palace, located in the

built on a out five on

center of the capital and conwining the emperor's residence,

along with halls where ceremanies of stare were conducted.
Through the excavation of these sites, interdisciplinary

investigations are con

scted by the Department with the
aim of reconstructing a concrete historic image of the
ancient state. In addition to making these results publically
available through public viewings at excavations, publication
of rescarch results, cxhibitions at its main facility, the
Departmen is also in charge of the preservarion of these
sites and tilization for the public benefir.
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Mational Historic Monument Fujiwara Pala
The pillar base stones had been complete

Site: Third east hall of the State Halls compound
moved, but the smaller siones used to support and stabilize them remained in a good state of preservation.
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National Temple Site feature related to the casting of an iron cauldron
Localed in ane comor of the group of metal foundries in the portion at the northern edge of the temple precinct,
The iron cauldron was 88 om in diameter at its mouth, and dated from the latter half of the seventh century.
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Exhibition of reconstructed Shunisen seki

Asuka Historical Museum

This is & museum with a historical focus, which opened in
1975 at Okuyama in the village of Asuka, in conjunction with
special legisktive measures aimed at preserving the historic
scenery and site of the Asuka region. The Asuka period and
region are the objects of its displays, with exhibits made
centering on the results of investigations conducted in the
Asuka area by the Division of Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Site
Investigations. In addition to the regular exhibits there are
special exhibitions held twice yearly in the spring and autumn,
and lectures have also been held. Recently, in order to make
the Institute” s rescarch activities more widely known, planned
exhibits based on the research results of other sections of the
Instituie have been held.

The regular exhibit consists of Exhibit Halls 1 and 2. Exhibit
Hall 1 deals with the palaces, stone objects, mounded tombs,
and temples of Asuka, with exhibils made centering on
artifacts recovered from these sites, 1o promote knowledge of
the history of the Asuka period. For the palaces, artifacts
recovered from the Kiyomihara palace discovered in the
central part of Asuka are displayed, along with a model of the
Mizuochi site which is well known as the locus of a waler
clock accompanying the palace. For stone objects, there are a
stone carving with male and female images and a stonc
representation of Mt. Sumeru displayed within the museum,
together with replicas of stone objects displayed in the
museum’ s garden, some of them spouting water 1o recreate
their original condition. For mounded tombs, arti
recovered from the Takamatsuzuka mound, and for temples,
items discovered at Asuka and Kawaradera temples, are
displayed. In Exhibit Hall 2, a reconstruction using recovered
architectural members from the castemn corridor of the cloister
of Yamadadera temple is displayed.

Special exhibits held twice last year were “The Temple
Baths of Asuka” in the spring and “Ancient Temple Bells” in
the fall. One planncd exhibit was also held. With the
completion of the investigative excavation of the Kitora tomb
in the summer, public reports were given of the results, in
addition (o holding an exhibit of recently recovered artifacts.
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Soring scenary of Amakashi no Oka
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Exhibition of stone monuments
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Center for Archaeological
Operations

The Sites Rescarch Methodology Section and the Artifacts
Research Methodology Section engage in the study of
investigative techniques appropriate for ancient artificts and
ancient sites, such as methods for studying the remains of
ancient administrative offices, and the use of archacological
prospection for finding sites. The Paleo-Environment
Section is responsible for research on ancient environments,
and archacological research based on dendrochronology.
The Conservation Science Section conducts scientific
analyses of ancient artifacts and sites, as well as research in
the narural sciences related to preservation and restoration.
The Conservation Technology Section is engaged broadly in
the research and development of engineering methods for
preserving and maintaining ancient sites. The Cultural
Properties Data Section gachers and organizes information
on buried cultural propertics and other immovable culrural
properties, while offering and encouraging use of this
information by clectronic means. The International
Research Sites Section is responsible for coordinating all
international exchange programs initiated by the Institure.

As part of its core responsibilities, the Center also gives
advice and guidance w local government groups to assist
them in excavating or preserving and restoring ancient sites,
and offers government employees training in all fields
associated with buried cultural properties.

MASEYREEAR

Practical training in Environmental Archaeclogy
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Operation of a tree ring measuring machine
(at the Sanbutsuji Temple)
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Uniti#2:Tree ring measuring machine (special order Japan)
A stationary device capable of monitor and digital output,
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Practical training in specimen
preparation for observing wood structure,
in the Conservation Science course
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International Academic Exchanges
Related to Cultural Properties
Conservation

The National Rescarch Instimute for Cultural Properties,
Nara, promoles a variely intemational projects ranging from
joint research, exchanges of research personnel,
training, and the restoration and preservation of ancient sites.
In addition, the Institute offers assistance 0 JICA (Japan
International Cooperation Agency) and other organizations
in implementing infemational cooperative projects.

During the 2005 fiscal year, these cfforts will focus on the
following six of programs cooperation: (1) a garden excavation
at the Da Ming Gong Tai Ye Chi garden site of the Tang
Dynasty capital, Chang:an, Shaanxi Province in China, carried
out in conjunction with the Institute of Archaeology and the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences as part of the
"Cooperative Research related to the Preservation and Study of
Ancient Capitals in Asia”; (2) a comprehensive investigation,
including excavation, of the West Top Temple in Cambodia,
as part of the "Cooperative Research Related to the
Preservation of Angkor Cultural Heritage” in conjunction with
the Authority for the Protection and Management of Angkor
and the Region of Siem Reap; (3) an investigation of glazed
pm:ry kiln sites in Gongyi City in Henan Province, China, in

with the Archacol I Institute of Henan
Province; (4) a joint rescach project on metal and roof tile
production in ancient Korea and Japan, carried out in
conjunction with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea; (5) a joint research project on ancient
artifacts and sites representing the Sanyan Culture in Liaoning
Province, China, carried out in conjunction with the
Archacological Institute of Liaoning Province; and (6) a
comparative study of the process of formation of ancient
capitals in Japan and Korea, as part of the "Cooperative
Rescarch on the Formation of Capital Sites in Ancient Japan,”
in conjunction with the National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, Korea.

Other international projects include the  “Investigation and
Preservation of Ancient Sites under Harsh Clim dealing
with architectural members in the Angkor Wat site group, and
the “Comparative Study of Burial Goods Found in Ancient
Tombs in Japan and China, * carried out in conjunction with
the Archaeological Institule of Lisoning Province under a
grant-in-aid offered by the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology for scientific research. In
addition, from the last fiscal year “Cooperative Project for the
Conservation and Restoration of the Culture Heritage of
Westem Asian Countries”  has been newly added as an
Institute project, conducted jointly with the National Research
Institute for Cultural Propertics, Tokyo, as a program aimed at
restoring the cultural heritage of Afghanistan and Irag, and at
developing native personnel in this field,

technical
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Publicizing the Results of
Reseach Activities

The Institute publicly displays its research and survey
resulis through the Nara Palace Site Museum,
Exhibition Hall of the Deparement of the Asuka/Fu
Palace Site Investigations, and the Asuka Histori

Museum.

Every spring and aurumn, the Institute also organizes
public lecrures in which its researchers present the results of
their investigations and surveys. The Asuka Historical
Muscum also invites specialists, from both within the
Institure and from the outside, to give lectures in association
with special exhibitions of the museum.

Upon every major excavation work, the two lnvestigative
Departments present public site viewings for those
interested in ancient history.

Publications issued by the Institure making these research
and survey results publicly available include its academic
journal, annual reports, compendia of historical materials
and other basic data, catalogs of exhibitions ar the Asuka
Historical Museum, and a newsleter on issues related to
buried cultural propertics.

AxmCTREEAVE |
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Nara Cultural Properties Research
Institute Home Page
Tttp:/fwww.nabunken.jp

The Institute's website has been renovated and is fully
accessible to the public from the 2004 fiscal year.

The renovation is aimed at enriching the contents of all types
of information provided on culmral materials, adding a virtual
gallery of unearthed finds, introductions of the Instituic's
research, a quiz on the Nara capital, and latest news bulletins
related to culral properties, while overhauling the website's
pages along a unified design 1o make them easier to see and
understand.

Information and materials of course continue to be provided
on public lectures, public sile viewings, and various other
events, while public access is available to the database of
mokkan (wooden documents) and (o other databases.




RO Institute Facilities

%Ei‘ft%ﬁﬁ%ﬂ? ZISﬁE Institute Headquarters

B630-8577 EBM_%E2-9-1 2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-B577 Japan
Tel.0742-30-6733 (mam) 0742-30-6753 (xithiwEa
Fax0742-30-6730 (g2m) 0742-30-6750 (TiMm%E)
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Nara Palace Site Museum, Storage facilities
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NARA PALACE SITE MUSEUM
Exhibition room
Auditarium
Small auditarium

STORAGE No.3
SECOND FLOOR
Conservation Science room
Woaden implements room
Earthenware room
Roof tile room

FIRST FLOOR

Security room
Conservation Science room
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HAPOER Institute Facilities

ﬂ%ﬁﬁgw}ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂ Department of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations

634-0025 EFEMHAZFE94-1 Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390
84-1, Kinomoto-cho, kashihara City 634-0025 Japan
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Dy of jiwara Palace Site
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RRE - Research management house
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Research materials reom
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& of the Fujiwara Capita)
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ﬁmmﬂ Institute Facilities

ﬁ&%%iﬂﬁﬁ Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FEREFHBASERRLI601 Tel.0744-54-3581 / Fax.0744-54-3563
601, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
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Asuka Historical Museum
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Topics:

Dendrochronology and the Western
Cloister of Horyuji

A New Perspective on the Haryliji Debate

On 16 July 2004, moming editions of every newspaper were
adomed with headlines of “Something New on the Horyji

‘Reconstruction”  Theory?”, “Horyiiji ‘Reconstruction’

Proves Correct,” “Horyiiji Reconstructed After 668," “The
“Reconstruction/No Reconstruction Debate” Rekindled?”,
“Héryiiji Reconstructed Immediately After Loss to Fire,” efc.
These articles reported the results of research with the method
of dendrochronology, developed over a long period at the
Institute.

The dendrochrenological research in question is based on
107 its made from old archi | members from
the Main Hall, Pagoda, and Middle Gate that were removed
during major repair work conducted in the Showa period, and
from high precision images of tree rings taken with a digital
camera from members within the Main Hall and Pagoda for
which dendrochronological measurement was possible, As
result, dates of felling of 667 and 668 were obtained from two
ceiling boands damaged in the conflagration of the Main Hall
in the Showa period. Judging from these results, it is clear that
the buildings were constructed in the order of: Main Hall,
Pagoda, and Middle Gule. With the application of science in
the form of dendrochronological dating to the study of the
world” s oldest wooden buildings, a new puzzle is added 1o the
Horyuji debute.

Incidentally, the year 2005 marks the 1004 year since the
dehate hegan over whether or not Héryilji was reconstructed.
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Maps and Chronological Table
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Nara Area

Asuka Area

62
63
B4
-~ 66

Maps of the Nara and Asaka / Fujiwara Areas ~
Tacilities Open to the Public =

Nara Palace Site Museum
Excavarion Site Exhibition Hall
Suzaku Gate

Fast Palace Garden

Eshibition Hall, Department of Asuka / Fujiwara Palace Site Tnvestigarions

Asuka Historical Museum

Map of the Nara Capital Site s

Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site -

Chronological Table

Location ~

62
63
64
66

Fujiwara Area
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FRIBX RS - BREEBE Maps of the Nara and Asuka/Fujiwara Areas
=

REMXE

Maps of the Nara and
Asuka/Fujiwara Areas

Nara Area

ERMX

REMERARZRAR

National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties, Nara

prale=ia3ieasid

Department of Cultural Heritage

BRI iE
Department of Heijo Palace Site
Investigations

RN {B 5 —

Center for Archaeological

Operations.
SlitRlOFHE - PR OKE RS
fT B0 SCE YERSEE
e WA il Tobis F ]
IR AL, rIREEIHET 2,
Excavarcs the Nara palace and capital
sites of the cighth century; investigates
original hiseoric sourccs and archirectural
history; gives advices to local authoritics
in charge of excavations; tmains local
archacologise.

BEEME Fuiwera Area
RISERR SRR

Department of Asuka / Fujiwara
Palace Site Investigations

6- 7R O TR @770 FROH
GEERWHBT B,

Iixcavates the sices of palaces,
governmental offices, temples, and other

parts of the capital of the sixth and
seventh centuries.

B Asuc
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Asuka Historical Museum
G- THEC ORBIFO ORE /i B
T BRI

Exhibits archacological discoveries of

the sixth and seventh centuries in the
Asuka area.
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/\BEfEER  Facilities Open to the Public

Tl =E R R

Nara Palace Site Museum
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FLHPIL TV E T F e HFREORBAAOEREEREL T,

LM/ FBBER<EE9:00~16:30 (AKX 16:00%T) (RHE)
#*iRE. - ARH (AWLRE DM, TOEA) . FRER

BHSE/ RSV TAPCEIMBESTIEOTLEFT . (H)

BESDE  REXEMF AR EENZ (LA 0742-30-6752- 6756

EBETER

Excavation Site Exhibition Hall

REAECROD - EBMAETO
FENBTLHNTERED . F—RK

M
SBuzaku Gate

SRR TR TREN DT,
FMAREORIUCE L TV T30S

GOV Thh D P

East Palace Garden
THRERMAN TR N ERARL
DEEM.ENECAT0mESLSHE

{BAbEEE  Facilities Open to the Public
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FiTAEIE  Map of the Nara Capital Site
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BEFAIE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site

BRTEIE Map of the Fujiwara Capital Site
| {]

e s oo e - e
| s e
i | |

50

gy
.
‘\‘Q, |

HUESGAL )

$hlum

T

63



Bi#fFR Chronological Table

BIiEER  Chronological Table

E§5&E4E&K Chronological Table

Period

Asuka

" R B R
538 588 530 592 503 603 604 606 607 618 630 641 645 646 663 670 673 676 681 680 690 634 701

809 824 864

710 712 720 724 729 737 740 TA1 742 744 745 752 754 757 764 770 773 780 784 794

708

Abandoned Nara capital reverts to rice paddies by this time
e B IESHE SIS M KBV
Retired Emperor Heizel dies

B -H I R R @

Retired Emperor Heizei moves to the Nara palace
B - O = B D L2 5 e

Capital moves to Heian

B B 102 L G 3 o

Capital moves to Nagaoka

LB B 405 L2 W 0 3 o0

An Lushan's rebellion breaks aut in Tang
wHEISERR e

Yobai Palace completed
EEMNRIRE e

Priest Dokya falls from power

HERKE e

Fujiwara no 's rebellion oceurs;
WESENOR RNV ORSR
Tachibana no Naramara's uprising occurs; Yord code put into effect; Nara palaca remodaled
B EIS R SR ED RIS/

Priest Jinzhen{Ganjin) arrives from Tang

0510 BRI R B M o 1@

Consscration held of the newly made colossal Buddha figure at Todaii templa
EKirvKICERERAGIRLOR

Capital returns to Nara

RVEEELLPU

Capital maves to Naniwa

BRI R e

Shigaraki Palace erected

BRI O v 1@

Government orders the erection of provincial temples

HRire = wkae

Fujiwara no Hirotsugu's reballion takes place. Capital maves to Kuni

BESEe eI i LR

Smallpox epidemic breaks out; four brothers of the Fujiwara Family (Muchimard,etc. ) die
HKERKED BoEmigulns RREREH e

Prince Nagaya forced to commit suicide on suspicion of treason

IKEHH S Bl gt e

Emperor Shomu enthroned

BEKEARE e

Nihan Shoki [Chronicle of Japan] compiled

MHMRERIRE e

Kojiki [Records of Ancient Matters] completed; Emperor Xuansong of Tang anthroned
HERAREre WYHERERSE®

Capital moves to Nara

BRELR YR

of one million miniature pagodas started

Wad Kaighin (bronze coin) issued. Relocation of the Capital to Mara is decided
REESMRCHe HBRMBRKLSQ

Taihd cade put into effect

KB FHEH @

Fujiwara becomes the capital of Japan

B0 LR R o

Empress Zetisnwuhcu of Tang enthroned

R EKEITAEE e

Aska Kiyomihara Code enacted

REEREEERYEN e

Compilation of the Ritsuryd legal code and official histaric chronicles begin
FBRUAHSEREYOS0

Silla unifies the Korean peninsula

WERABEHIWE|

Emparor Tenmu enthroned at the Asuka Kiyominhara palace

HEF 78 L2 38 02 HC e HC T 52 S R o 8 M ] N R o
First census register compiled

HOQMILEE (EH-4HE) WOV

United force of Japan and Paekche loses to the Tang army at Hakuscnks
M - A E e ORE VL E e

Taika Refarm declared

KO RERRR N Hio

Prince Nakano Oe assassinates Soga no Inika

B RO N0 % 6 < 8 i SR o @

Construction of Yamadadera temple begins
dEfFENVORSR

First gelegation sent 1o Tang China

R — Bl S A&

Tang Dynasty defeats Sul

7 S REHS o

Ono no Imako sent to Sui Ghina; construction of Horyuji temple begins.
SERE N LIS e IR RO VO RS
Sakatadera temple erected

EHEFYOVe

Seventeen Article Constitution promulgated

B DKV LR

Imperial palace moves to the Oharida Palace

SRENLZNO®R

Prince Shatoku oversees politics
BEKMREZRORUUR

Empress Suiko snthroned at tha Toyura Palace, Asuka

FAOHK NS HE PR 2 o e

Sui Dynasty unifies China

ELHEENE] R

Construction of the Hoko|i temple (Asukadera) bagins

HEH (RIEHP) OV OESe

Buddhism introduced from Paekche, Korea

L RNIAF2ELR

Historic memarial (year of birth/death)

BEAY (za=)

#E KB (554-628) Empress Sulko

WA KB (737-806) emperos Kanma

BB T (6B4-720) Prince Nagara

B ETF (662-689) Prince Kusakate

KEER (626-671) Emperor Tenyl

E® AT (574-622) Princo Snstoky

WEER (701-756) emperor shbma

W k5B F (-643) prince vamashira ma Be

FRE® (774-824) empurar Huunt

KBS (701-760) mpress Consant Kompe

B E F (654-696) Prince Takechi

EW-BEEXE (718-770) Empross Kiken

BB (-645) Sopuno ik

ER XS (6317-686) Emperor Tosmu

BREF (-626) 5003 10 umane

& B (-772) priest Dokyn

B8 B f0 BE B (708-764) Fejimara na Nakamiro

FHRER (845:702) trpes 13

MBS M (-587) Mosonose o Moriya

ESHRE (614-869) Nakatomi no Kamatari

BE B % (650-720) Fujimara o Fuhits

e 653

& PR (693-775) wini no Makini

5 M (BBB-763) Priest Jianzhen (Ganjin)
47 M (65B-748) priost 6yoms

BB (766-822) privst Saicho

T2 (774-B35) Priest Kikal

W k@R (660-733) Yamanose ne Okurs

& B A (B65-731) Owme no Tabits

KH RS (718-T85) dtemo no Yakamoeh!
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FR7EHE  Location

REM{CRRFPRAEE

Headquarters of Institute
630-8577 FEAM_HA2-9-1
Tel0742-30-6733 (MWW)  Tel0742-30-6753({LHAME)
Fax0742-30-6730 (1) Fax.0742-30-6750 (S{LA MR
2-9-1, Nijo-cho, Nara City 630-8577 Japan
Hi— L= http://www.nabunken. jip

TR = R R AD

Department of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Site Investigations
634-0025 @ETAZEES4-1

Tel.0744-24-1122 / Fax.0744-21-6390

94-1, Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara City 634-0025 Japan

FRISELFIE

Asuka Historical Museum

634-0102 FRAHBHASHHALE01

Tel.0744-54-3561 / Fax0744-54-3563

801, Okuyama, Asuka Village, Takaichi County, Nara Prefecture 634-0102 Japan
i-modef  hitp://asuka. nabunken. jp/i/

j-phonef  http://asuka. nabunken. jp/j/

ezwebfl  hitp://asuka. nabunken. jp/ez/
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Cover:A Gilded Bronze Metal Fitting Recovered
from the Kitora Tomb

This is the largest metal item recovered from the
stone chamber of the tomb. It is in the form of three
linked palmette designs, with gold plating applied
only to the upper surface. A quadrilateral hole is at
the center, through which it is thought a nail fitted
with a round disc was passed, fixing the item (0 the
outer surface of the lacquered wooden coffin. Itis 7.5
cm in diameter. With treatment for preservation, it
has regained its original glitter.
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